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GRADE 3: MODULE 4: UNIT 3: LESSON 2 
Determining the Main Idea and Key Details: 

“Dry Days in Australia” 
 

 
 

Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can answer questions using specific details from informational texts. (RI.3.1) 
I can determine the main idea of an informational text. (RI.3.2) 
I can retell key ideas from an informational text. (RI.3.2) 
I can make connections between specific sentences and paragraphs and the overall text. (RI.3.8) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can determine the main idea of “Dry Days in Australia.” 

• I can determine the key details of “Laying Down the Law” or “Using Less” from “Dry Days in Australia.” 

• Students’ annotated text “Dry Days in Australia” 
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GRADE 3: MODULE 4: UNIT 3: LESSON 2 
Determining the Main Idea and Key Details: 

“Dry Days in Australia” 
 

 
Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Engaging the Reader: Being Well Aware (5 minutes) 

B. Unpacking Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

2. Work Time 

A. Reading and Answering Questions about “Dry Days 
in Australia” (20 minutes) 

B. Writing the Main Idea Statement (12 minutes) 

C.  Finding Key Details from the Sections “Laying 
Down the Law” or “Using Less” (13 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Adding to the New Being Well Aware Anchor Chart 
(5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Read “Water Conservation for Kids” with someone 
at home. 

B. Select one thing you will do to become more well 
aware by conserving water. Write a quick 
commitment card that names your commitment and 
why you selected this action 

• In this lesson, you build a new Being Well Aware anchor chart. This anchor chart will be added to in 
Lessons 3 and 4 and used in the remainder of the unit as a reference when students create their 
VoiceThread presentations. 

1. During Work Time A, you read “Dry Days in Australia” aloud. This serves three purposes: 

2. This text’s Lexile is above grade level, and reading it aloud helps students access the content. 

3. This text includes many unfamiliar proper nouns. Reading aloud exposes students to fluent reading 
of these new terms. 

4. Reading aloud gives students the context so that they can challenge themselves and focus on the key 
details related to content. 

• “Dry Days in Australia” includes a number of examples of cause and effect. Some of these are noted in 
text-dependent questions. Consider drawing out others and highlighting them to reinforce standard 
RI.3.8, which was addressed and assessed in Unit 1. 

• In Lessons 2–4, students discuss their reading in pairs. Pair students with someone who was not in their 
research group from Unit 2 to give students opportunities to work with different students and to share 
their learning. Also, seek to pair students heterogeneously, but not at extreme ends of the range. This 
will ensure the students can support each other with text as needed. Based on the level of any ELLs, 
decide whether to partner these students with native speakers or students who speak their same home 
language. Consider having students work with these same partners in Lessons 3 and 4. 

• In advance: Determine which pairs will read “Laying Down the Law” and which will read “Using Less.” 
Note that “Laying Down the Law” is a little bit simpler. If necessary, prepare a way to communicate this 
efficiently. 

• Cut the Subtitle Definition cards. Be sure to shuffle them so they are not in order. Consider printing 
them on card stock. 

• Create new copies of the Determining the Main Idea and Key Details task cards. Note that this task card 
was used in a previous unit, and the choice to use it again in Unit 3 was intentional, as the texts are 
generally more complex and the content shifts from science to social studies. 
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GRADE 3: MODULE 4: UNIT 3: LESSON 2 
Determining the Main Idea and Key Details: 

“Dry Days in Australia” 
 
 

Agenda Teaching Notes (continued) 

 • Locate a world map on which Australia is clearly displayed. 

• Post: Power Words/Water Words anchor chart, Determining the Main Idea and Key Details anchor 
chart, learning targets. 

 
 

Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

drought, severe, coping, restrictions • Being Well Aware anchor chart (new; teacher created; see supporting materials) 

• World map (teacher-selected in advance; one to display) 

• “Dry Days in Australia” (one per student and one to display) 

• Document camera 

• Equity sticks 

• Subtitle Definition cards 

• Power Words/Water Words anchor chart (begun in Unit 1, Lesson 2) 

• Determining the Main Idea and Key Details task card (from Unit 1, Lesson 8) 

• Determining the Main Idea and Key Details task card (specific to today’s lesson; answers, for teacher reference) 

• Determining the Main Idea and Key Details anchor chart (begun in Unit 1, Lesson 6)  

• Highlighters or colored pencils (one per student)  

• Sticky notes (one per student)  

• “Water Conservation for Kids” http://www.thewaterpage.com/water-conservation-kids.htm (one per student) 
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Determining the Main Idea and Key Details: 

“Dry Days in Australia” 
 

 
 

Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader: Being Well Aware (5 minutes) 

• Continue to build excitement about creating a VoiceThread. Ask students to share with a partner one thing they discussed 
with someone at home about becoming well aware. 

• Invite a few volunteers to share their ideas. Add these to the new Being Well Aware anchor chart. 

• Tell students that today and for the next few lessons they will read about how people in other parts of the world are being 
well aware. 

 

B. Unpacking Learning Targets (5 minutes) 

• Direct students’ attention to the posted learning targets and read the first one aloud. 

• Ask volunteers to share what they remember about determining the main idea. 

• Tell students that in today’s lesson they will read about Australia. 

• Call on a volunteer to find Australia on the world map. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Reading and Answering Questions about “Dry Days in Australia” (20 minutes) 
• Project “Dry Days in Australia” on the document camera. Read the title and subtitle aloud to students. Share some of the 

facts from the “At a Glance” section in simple language to expand their background knowledge about Australia. 

• Ask students to share with their partners their initial ideas about what they think this text will be about. 

• Use equity sticks to call on a few students. Assure them that it’s OK if their ideas are incomplete. Listen for ideas like: “People 
in Australia have less water to use because there isn’t enough rain.” 

• Divide students into predetermined pairs (see teaching notes). 

• Distribute one set of Subtitle Definition cards to each pair. Ask students to arrange the phrases into a sentence with their 
partners. 

• When they have a sentence, prompt students to flip the cards over and write the words or phrases from the subtitle that 
correspond to the definition. 

• Call on a few volunteers to share their sentences or a word and definition. 

• Add drought to the Water Words section of the Power Words/Water Words anchor chart. Add the other words to the 
Power Words sections. 

• Distribute “Dry Days in Australia” to students. Read the text aloud to students. Invite them to follow along as you read the text 
aloud, slowly and fluently. 

 

• Using silent signals (a quiet 
thumb, etc.) ensures engagement 
by promoting simultaneous 
engagement, communicating 
when students have had enough 
think time, and promoting 
accountability. Any student who 
gives the signal is 
communicating readiness to 
share.  

• Consider posting the questions 
you ask to support visual 
learners.  

• Students may benefit from 
talking with a partner before 
sharing their answers. Consider 
using strategies like Think-Pair-
Share. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• After you finish reading, ask the following questions. After each question, give students time to return to the text to find their 
answers. Use a variety of strategies to elicit their responses, such as pulling equity sticks, having students turn and talk to a 
partner, or calling on volunteers. 

* “In the section “How Much Longer,” what evidence does the author give that drought is “nothing new” in Australia?” (An 
experiment with rain-making guns was abandoned more than a century ago. The central desert has never been able to 
support farming or the needs of large communities.) 

* What words from this section explain why this drought is worse?” (“The past decade has been the driest on record for the 
state of Victoria.…” “The current drought is more widespread.”) 

• The author uses many examples of cause and effect in this article to help the reader understand how the drought and water 
restriction have impacted life in Australia. 

* “In the section “Laying Down the Law,” the author explains many of the effects of the water restrictions. What is one of 
them?” (People can water their lawns only on certain days. People reuse water from their shower to water trees.)  

* “Reread the second sentence of “Using Less.” Put this sentence in your own words.” (There are more and more people, so 
farmers need to produce more food.) 

* “Why did the author include this [second] sentence?” (To explain cause and effect—when there are more people, they 
need more food. It takes water to grow food. ) 

• Consider asking struggling learners 
to answer just one text-dependent 
question. This focuses them on the 
reading, but gives them a more 
manageable focus. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Writing the Main Idea Statement (12 minutes)  

• Distribute the Determining the Main Idea and Key Details task card to students and project a copy on the document 
camera. Remind students that this is the same task card they used in Unit 1.  

• Direct students’ attention to Part 1 of the task card, and read the second step aloud: “In your own words, what is the main 
idea of this text? Write your main idea statement on the back of your text.” 

• Ask students: 

* “What do you remember about writing a main idea statement?” 

• Record responses on the board. 

• Responses should include:  

– It should address all the major sections of the text. 

– It should pull together the most important ideas. 

– It should be short, only one or two complete sentences. 

• Tell students that they will have about 5 minutes to discuss with a partner the main idea of “Dry Days in Australia” and then 
write their own main idea statements. Remind them that they can refer to the Determining the Main Idea and Key 
Details anchor chart to support their thinking. 

• Circulate and observe students’ work. To prompt thinking, ask questions like these to individuals, small groups, or the whole 
class: 

* “What is helping you determine the main idea?” 

* “What is this text mostly about?” 

• You might ask follow-up questions such as: 

* “How do the text features like the titles and subtitles, text boxes, and captions help you to determine the main idea? Are 
there any text features that don’t support the main idea?” 

* “Which picture best helps you to understand the main idea? Why?” 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• After 5 minutes, call students together. Use equity sticks to select a few students to share. As needed, clear up 
misconceptions and guide students to the main idea. (There is not enough water in Australia because of droughts. People in 
Australia work hard to conserve water to make sure that there is enough for everyone. 

 

C. Finding Key Details from the Sections “Laying Down the Law” or “Using Less” (13 minutes) 
• Direct students’ attention to the posted learning targets. Ask a volunteer to read the second target aloud. 

• Tell students they will now take a deeper look at one section of “Dry Days in Australia—either “Laying Down the Law” or 
“Using Less”—and work on the second part of the Main Idea and Key Details task card. 

• Project the Determining the Main Idea and Key Details task card on the document camera. Ask a volunteer to read the 
directions for Part 2 aloud. 

• Refer to the Determining the Main Idea and Key Details anchor chart. Remind students that the approaches they used in 
previous lessons may be helpful. 

• Tell each pair which section of the text they will be working on. Distribute a highlighter or colored pencil to each 
student. 

• Give students about 10 minutes to work with a partner on Part 2 of the Main Idea and Key Details task card. 

• Circulate as students work. As needed, ask questions like: 

* “Why did you select this passage as a key detail?” (Listen for approaches from the Determining the Main Idea and Key 
Details anchor chart.) 

* “Did you notice any other words or phrases that signaled importance?” (Listen for: “many.” Note: If this word is not yet on 
your anchor chart, you may want to add it.) 

• After about 10 minutes, gather the class together. Give specific positive praise for strategies you saw students using to 
determine the key details such as noticing words like “most” and language that shows cause and effect, like “but,” “so,” and 
“used to.” 

• If students finish early, invite them to skim the text for other ways in which Australians are “well aware.” 

• Consider pulling small groups for 
support with the text. 

• Display these questions for students 
to reference. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Adding to the New Being Well Aware Anchor Chart (5 minutes) 
• Distribute one sticky note to each student. 

• Give directions for a closing activity: 

1. Find a partner who did not read your section of the text. 

2. Share a few key details that you identified. Select two details (one from each section) that explain how people in 
Australia are well aware. 

3. Choose one detail that your partner shared and write it on your sticky note. 

• Invite students to post their sticky notes on the new Being Well Aware anchor chart. 

• Call out a few strong ideas that relate to the text. 

• Distribute “Water Conservation for Kids” and preview the homework. 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Read “Water Conservation for Kids” with someone at home. 

• Select one thing you will do to become more well aware by conserving water. Write a quick commitment card that names 
your commitment and why you selected this action. 

• Extension: Work with an adult to research how much water that change would save in a month. 

• In preparation for the next lesson, 
review the sticky notes. Remove any 
duplicates. If you choose, transcribe 
these on the Being Well Aware 
anchor chart. 
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GRADE 3: MODULE 4: UNIT 3: LESSON 2 

 

Being Well Aware Anchor Chart 
For Teacher Reference 

 
Note: Answers will vary based on the input of the students from homework, the text, and past 
research. Possible answers from the text are listed below. Consider titling the sections of the anchor 
chart to correspond with pages 28 and 29 of One Well: The Story of Water on Earth. You may want to 
include an “Other” section. 
 

Being Well Aware 

Learn More and 
Educate Others  

 

Join Others  • Pass laws to encourage people to save water 

Conserve Water  • Limit lawn watering 

• Use cool water from the shower to water plants 

• Use buckets to wash cars 

• Take short showers 

• Use water-saving showerheads 

• Limit baths 

• Turn off leaky faucets 

• Design houses that save water 

• Drink from a cup instead of the faucet 

Protect Water   

Improve Access   

Other  
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 “Dry Days in Australia” 
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Subtitle Definition Cards 
 

A really bad time of no rain has Australians 

dealing with  limits on how 
much water 
they can use 

 

 

A really bad time of no rain has Australians 

dealing with  limits on how 
much water 
they can use 
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GRADE 3: MODULE 4: UNIT 3: LESSON 2 

 

Determining the Main Idea and Key Details Task Card 
Answers for Teacher Reference 

 
Learning target: I can determine the main idea and key details of an informational text.  
 
Part 1: Determining the Main Idea 

1. Read the text.  
 
2. In your own words, what is the main idea of this text? On the back of your text, write a #1, then 
write a main idea statement.  

(Answers will vary. Look for: There is not enough water in Australia because of droughts. People in 
Australia work hard to conserve water to make sure that there is enough for everyone.) 
 
Note: Students will generate this with a partner, then as a class. 
 
Part 2: Finding Key Details 

Reread the text. As you read, highlight the key details that you think support the main idea. 
(Answers will vary. Look for: Australians sometimes keep buckets in their shower to save water. Some 
Australians use timers to remind them to take shorter showers. 

 
Part 3: Revising the Main Idea Statement 

1. If needed, revise your main idea statement. Write a #2 next to it. Put a ✓ if you choose not to revise.  
 
Note: Students are not asked to revise their main idea in this lesson.  
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“Water Conservation Tips” 
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“Water Conservation Tips” 
 

 
 
"Are you Ready: Water Conservation Tips."FEMA.GOV. http://www.fema.gov/pdf/areyouready/appendix_a.pdf 
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