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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 13 
Comparing Meaning and Tone: 

The Fall of Saigon in Fiction and Informational Text 
 

 

Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can cite text-based evidence that provides the strongest support for my analysis of literary and informational text. (RL.8.1 and RI.8.1) 
I can analyze the impact of word choice on meaning and tone. (RL.8.4 and RI.8.4)  
I can effectively engage in discussions with diverse partners about eighth-grade topics, texts, and issues. (SL.8.1) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can make inferences to deepen my understanding of Inside Out & Back Again. 

• I can cite evidence from the poem “Saigon Is Gone” to explain the fall of Saigon and the emotional 
impact of this news on Ha and the other characters in the novel. 

• I can analyze the word choices of two texts about the fall of Saigon and describe how that word choice 
contributes to the tone and meaning of each text.  

• I can participate in discussions about the text with a partner, small group, and whole class. 

• QuickWrite 7 (from homework) 

• Word Choice, Tone, and Meaning note-catcher 
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 13 
Comparing Meaning and Tone: 

The Fall of Saigon in Fiction and Informational Text 
 

 

Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening  

A. Engaging the Reader and Review Learning 
Targets: “Saigon Is Gone” (8 minutes) 

2. Work Time  

A. Word Choice, Tone, and Meaning:  
“Saigon Is Gone” (10 minutes)  

B. Listening to a Read-aloud of the Transcript of 
“Forgotten Ship” (15 minutes) 

C. Word Choice, Tone, and Meaning: “Forgotten 
Ship” (10 minutes)  

3. Closing and Assessment  

A. Debrief (2 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Reread and annotate both the poem “Saigon Is 
Gone” and the transcript  
from “Forgotten Ship” 

• In this lesson, continue to reinforce the distinction between historical fiction and informational text (see 
Lesson 6, Opening Part B, plus other teaching notes throughout the unit). 

• The opening of this lesson includes reading the last two stanzas of “Saigon Is Gone” aloud, for dramatic effect. 
Prepare in advance.  

• This lesson features a transcript of a radio broadcast titled, “Forgotten Ship:  A Daring Rescue as Saigon Fell.”  
The information is fairly intense and there are multiple speakers. This lesson features the teacher reading 
aloud the transcript in dramatic fashion.   Students are encouraged to follow along in their heads., and they 
will have the transcript to reread later, as well. 

• If students are familiar with a Readers’ Theater, consider assigning parts or have students choose parts to read 
the transcript aloud either with the whole class or in small groups of six students each. 

• Students refer to the transcript during their End of Unit Assessment; be sure students hold on to their texts. 
Consider allowing English Language Learners to preview the transcript with you before this lesson.  This will 
further support their comprehension when listening to the read-aloud of the transcript during this lesson.   

• This lesson is designed as scaffolding toward students’ End of Unit Assessment (in Lesson 13). Therefore, 
students have some time to work with both texts with support, but are not expected to have “fully analyzed” 
either text, which they work with further, independently, during the assessment itself. 

• Display or distribute the Narrators chart, which lists the narrators of the transcript as a reference for students 
(see supporting materials). 

 

Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

historical fiction, transcript, critical 
incident; communists, refugee, 
humanitarian, elite 

• Inside Out & Back Again (book; one per student) 

• Word Choice, Tone, and Meaning note-catcher (one per student and one to display) 

• Transcript from “Forgotten Ship: A Daring Rescue as Saigon Fell” (one per student) 

• Narrators chart (one to display; consider also distributing to students)  
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 13 
Comparing Meaning and Tone: 

The Fall of Saigon in Fiction and Informational Text 
 

 

Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader and Review Learning Targets: “Saigon Is Gone” (8 minutes)  
• Welcome students and ask them to turn and talk with a partner: 

* “What happened to Ha and her family in the reading you did for homework?” 

• Give them a minute to talk, then probe, 

* “What specific line in the novel helped you realize that everything had changed?” 

• Build up the importance of this pivotal moment in the text. Say, “A pilot lands his helicopter on the ship and shouts…” Then 
read aloud from page 69: 

“At noon today the Communists  

crashed their tanks 

through the gates  

of the presidential palace  

and planted on the roof  

a flag with one huge star.  

Then he adds  

what no one wants to hear:  

It’s over;  

Saigon is gone.  

April 30 

Late afternoon”  

• Ask students,  

* “Based on what we read in “The Vietnam Wars” article, why is the news that Saigon is gone something that no one wants 
to hear?” 

• Invite students to turn and talk with a partner. Listen for them to realize that the events described in the poem are told from 
Ha’s point of view: she lives in South Vietnam. The pilot on the ship was in effect reporting defeat.   
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 13 
Comparing Meaning and Tone: 

The Fall of Saigon in Fiction and Informational Text 
 

 

Opening (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Probe,  

* “Was this really new that ‘no one’ wanted to hear?”  

• Give students another moment to turn and talk. Cold call a student to share out. Again emphasize the distinction between 
historical fiction and informational text. Listen for students to connect back to “The Vietnam Wars” article. They now should 
know that North Vietnamese pro-Communist soldiers marched into Saigon to overtake the South Vietnamese army and 
unify the two countries. 

• Challenge them to notice that in the poem “Saigon Is Gone,” the phrase “no one” (as in “no one wants to hear”) refers 
specifically to Ha, her family, and the other people on the ship: people from South Vietnam who are feeling the conflict. By 
contrast, the North Vietnamese soldiers WOULD want to hear that “Saigon Is gone”: that was their military objective.  

• Remind students that this was a real event in history. They read about it in Section 5 of the article “The Vietnam Wars.” 
Today they will listen to an audio recording of an article describing an event related to the fall of Saigon, and will contrast 
the fictional and factual accounts of the event.  

• Have learning targets displayed for students. Read aloud the first learning target:  

* “I can cite evidence from the poem ‘Saigon Is Gone’ to explain the fall of Saigon and the emotional impact of this news on 
Ha and the other characters in the novel.”  

• Tell students that they will reread the poem and learn more about this diary entry by listening to a related informational 
text. Specify that it is an transcript from a radio news piece. They will listen and also follow along with the transcript: a 
typed-up version of what is being said.  

• Invite students to turn and talk to a partner about what these learning targets mean for today’s lesson. Ask students to 
quickly show a thumbs-up if they understand the target, thumbs sideways if they sort of get it, and thumbs down if they are 
unclear. Answer any clarifying questions. 
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 13 
Comparing Meaning and Tone: 

The Fall of Saigon in Fiction and Informational Text 
 

 

Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Word Choice, Tone, and Meaning: “Saigon Is Gone” (10 minutes)  
• Invite students to gather in the same strategic partnerships as the day before. Ask them to get out their text Inside Out & 

Back Again and turn to page 67, “Saigon Is Gone.” Distribute the Word Choice, Tone, and Meaning Note-catcher. 
Students should recognize this from Lesson 12. Tell students that today they will use this note-catcher with both a poem and 
the transcript.  

• Ask students to briefly turn and talk with a partner to remind themselves about the purpose of each column of the note-
catcher. 

• Then ask them to follow the same process they did during the previous lesson: 

• Focus on the “Word Choice/Text Details” column:  

* “What are some specific images, words, and phrases the author uses that strike you emotionally and give you a feeling of 
the events described in the text?”  

• Ask students to independently think about this question, reread the poem with the question in mind, and write their 
response using details from the text. 

• Then, ask students to share their thinking with their partners and add notes based on what their partner said. Listen for 
students to notice text such as “whispers among adults,” “escape,” “dropping all the bombs,” “helicopter circling,” “people 
run and scream,” “do not be frightened,” “helicopter plunged,” “the pilot … wet and shaking,” “Communists crashed their 
tanks,” and “It’s over; Saigon is gone.”  

• Ask one or two partnership groups to share words or phrases they selected, but keep this brief. 

• Move students on to the center column: “Labeling the Feeling.”  

• Invite them to, once again, think and write independently, then share with their partners and add to their notes. 

• Now focus them on the right column: “Tone.” Give students time to think, talk, and write. 

• Do a quick go round, asking one person from each group to share his/her best word to describe the tone. Listen for 
descriptors such as “tense,” “upsetting,” “fearful,” “uncertain,” “anxious,” and “worried.” 

• Tell them that they will return to the “Meaning” column at the end of the lesson.  

• Consider partnering ELL students 
who speak the same home language 
when discussion of complex content 
is required. This can allow students 
to have more meaningful 
discussions and clarify points in 
their native language. 

• To further support students in 
identifying the tone, consider 
providing a word bank of emotion 
words that could be used to describe 
literary tone (cynical, hopeful, 
nostalgic, indignant, frantic, 
reserved, sarcastic, somber, 
sentimental, etc.). It could be 
helpful to organize these words 
conceptually, to help students 
understand less familiar academic 
vocabulary. For example, group 
words that denote a positive tone or 
negative tone together. This will 
also push to expand students’ 
vocabulary beyond typical words 
used to describe tone (i.e., happy, 
sad, mad, excited). 
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 13 
Comparing Meaning and Tone: 

The Fall of Saigon in Fiction and Informational Text 
 

 

Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Listening to a Read-aloud of the Transcript of “Forgotten Ship” (15 minutes)  
• Frame the connection between the poem to the upcoming transcript by asking the following question:  

* “What does the fact that Saigon is ‘gone’ mean for the people on board the ship?”  

• Probe with the following questions as necessary: “What has happened to Ha’s home?” “Can Ha and her family return to life 
as usual?” 

• Cold call upon students to respond. Listen for students to recognize that the people on board the ship are trapped because 
their enemy, the North Vietnamese Communists, have overtaken their home. Ha and her family cannot return home or live 
life as usual. 

• Tell students that the people on board the ship, and many other South Vietnamese people, have now become refugees. A 
refugee is someone who has been forced to leave his or her country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster. 
Ha and her family are refugees; this means they no longer have a home. Students will learn much more about refugees’ 
experiences throughout the module.  

• Remind the class that this novel is historical fiction: events are described from Ha’s perspective. She tells of how her family 
in South Vietnam escaped the Communist takeover of Saigon. Other South Vietnamese people took different escape routes. 
The transcript will provide additional information about other families’ daring story. 

• Refer students once again to the Word Choice, Tone, and Meaning note-catcher. Direct them to the bottom half. Tell them 
that now they will listen to a read-aloud of a radio transcript titled “Forgotten Ship: A Daring Rescue as Saigon Fell.” While 
they are listening, they should follow along on the transcript from “Forgotten Ship: A Daring Rescue as Saigon 
Fell.” (They will have time to reread and begin to complete their note-catcher later.)  

• Reveal the Narrators chart and explain to students that there are several narrators who tell the story, and that you have 
written their names and roles down on the chart to help them keep track. Give students about a minute to read over the 
names and roles on the Narrators chart. 

• Tell students that they will listen to a part of the transcript, then you will pause the reading for them to comment, clarify, 
and for them to take notes about striking descriptions and images. You will then start the reading aloud while students listen 
to another part and take notes, and so on. 

• Begin reading aloud: “Forgotten Ship” A Daring Rescue as Saigon Fell.” Stop at, “The Kirk’s military mission that 
day was to shoot down any North Vietnamese jets that might try to stop U.S. Marine helicopters, as they evacuated people 
from Saigon. The North Vietnamese planes never came. But the Kirk’s mission was about to change, and suddenly.”  

• Consider allowing ELL students to 
preview the transcript with you 
before this lesson. This will further 
support their comprehension when 
listening during this lesson 

• Some students may benefit from 
using a ruler or piece of paper to 
underline the lines in the transcript 
as they listen to the audio clip. 
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 13 
Comparing Meaning and Tone: 

The Fall of Saigon in Fiction and Informational Text 
 

 

Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Explain to students that this ship had a military mission that changed to a humanitarian mission. Ask students,  

* “What do you think humanitarian means?” (Students should understand that the word means to help other humans, to 
look out for others’ welfare.)  

• Before beginning the next section, tell students that they are going to hear about a helicopter called a Huey, and that these 
are South Vietnamese helicopters escaping from the North Vietnamese Communists. 

• Begin reading aloud again and stop at, “The first two helicopters landed safely, but then there was no more room.”  

• Take a moment to let the events of what the students just listened to sink in. Ask students to turn and talk about the gist of 
what is happening. Be sure students understand that these helicopter pilots and people on board have taken a huge, 
desperate risk in order to escape. They literally flew out to sea never to return. They would either be shot down, crash, or be 
rescued by the U.S. Navy. 

• Begin final read aloud portion, and stop at, “Then there was the helicopter that was too big to land.” 

• Give students a moment to think and annotate their transcript. 

• Cold call a few “numbered heads” to share their initial sense of what this portion of transcript was mostly about.  

 

C. Word Choice, Tone, and Meaning: “Forgotten Ship” (10 minutes)  
• Ask students to return to their Word Choice, Tone, and Meaning note-catcher: this time for the transcript “Forgotten Ship.” 

• Give students two minutes to silently reflect and write down striking images that were described in this portion of the 
transcript, and invite students to share their notes with a partner. 

• Then focus students on the bottom row of the note-catcher: 

* “How does the tone of the poem affect the meaning?” 

* “How does the tone of the transcript affect the meaning?” 

* “What does each author want you, the reader and listener, to understand?” 

• As time permits, guide students to compare and contrast the tone of the two texts:  

* “Do you notice similarities between the tone of the transcript and the tone of the poem, ‘Saigon Is Gone’?”  

* “How is the tone of the two texts different?” 

• Many students will benefit from 
seeing questions posted on the 
Smartboard or via a document 
camera, but reveal questions one at 
a time to keep students focused on 
the question at hand. 
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 13 
Comparing Meaning and Tone: 

The Fall of Saigon in Fiction and Informational Text 
 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief (2 minutes) 
• Preview the homework with students. Tell them that in the next lesson, they will get a chance to show what they know about 

how to use text details to determine tone. They will be able to use all of their work from today to support their writing. Tell 
them to be sure to bring their transcript to class: they will need it for the assessment.  

• Review the learning targets for today. Ask students to talk with a partner: 

* “How was your understanding of what Ha’s family went through enhanced by listening to the transcript?” 

• Collect students’ note-catchers, because they will need them for the assessment in Lesson 14. 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Prepare for the assessment: Reread and annotate both the poem “Saigon Is Gone” and the transcript from “Forgotten Ship: 
A Daring Rescue as Saigon Fell.” 
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GRADE 8: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 13 
Narrators Chart 

(For Teacher Reference) 
 

 
Joseph Shapiro: NPR Reporter 

Hugh Doyle: Chief Engineer of the USS Kirk 

Paul Jacobs: Captain of the USS Kirk 

Kent Chipman: Engine Room Operator 

Jim Bondgard: Radar Man 

Don Cox: Anti-submarine Equipment Officer 
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Lesson 8 Text-Dependent Questions 

 

 

Text: Poem, “Saigon Is Gone” 

Word Choice/Text 
Details  
What are some specific 
images, words, and 
phrases the author uses 
that strike you emotionally 
and give you a feeling of the 
events described in the 
text? 

Labeling the Feeling 
For each word or phrase, label 

the  
emotion or feeling it conveys. 

Tone  
Based on the images, words, 

and 
phrases you have selected, 

describe the  
tone of the text with one word. 

   

   

   

 

Meaning: How do those specific word choices and tone contribute to the meaning? 
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