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NEW LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRESSIONS (ESL/New Language) Grade 3: Reading for Information 4

Common Core Anchor Standard (RI.4): Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including determining technical, connotative and figurative meanings, and analyze how 
specific word choices shape meaning or tone.

Main acadeMic deMand 
Analyze the Meaning and Impact of Word Choice

Common Core Grade 3 Standard (RI.3.4): Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

Grade LeveL acadeMic deMand 
Determine Meaning of Academic and Domain-Specific 

Words and Phrases in Text
5 Levels of 
Language 

Development

Entering 
(Beginner)

Emerging 
(Low Intermediate)

Transitioning 
(High Intermediate)

Expanding 
(Advanced)

Commanding 
(Proficient)

When acquiring a new language, using grade level texts and appropriate supports, students are able to:
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Oracy 
and 

Literacy 
Links

Listening-Centered 
Activity: Connect 
pretaught words with 
cognates (if possible), 
images and/or synonyms 
on a semantic web to 
determine the meaning of 
academic and domain-
specific words, as a 
teacher reads aloud in 
partnership and/or 
teacher-led small groups

Listening-Centered 
Activity: Connect 
preidentified words and 
phrases with cognates (if 
possible) and/or synonyms 
on a semantic web to 
determine the meaning of 
academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, 
as a teacher reads aloud in 
partnership and/or small 
groups

Listening-Centered 
Activity: Connect words and 
phrases from a bank with 
cognates (if possible), 
synonyms and/or antonyms 
on a partially completed 
semantic web to determine 
the meaning of academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases, as a teacher reads 
aloud in partnership, small 
group and/or whole class 
settings

Listening-Centered 
Activity: Connect words 
and phrases from a bank 
with cognates (if possible), 
synonyms and/or antonyms 
on a semantic web to 
determine the meaning of 
academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, 
as a teacher reads aloud in 
partnership, small group 
and/or whole class settings

Listening-Centered 
Activity: Connect words 
and phrases from a bank 
with cognates (if possible), 
synonyms and/or antonyms, 
independently, on a self-
created semantic web, to 
determine the meaning of 
academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, 
as a teacher reads aloud in 
partnership, small group 
and/or whole class settings

Reading-Centered 
Activity: Highlight 
pretaught words in a text 
and associate them with 
cognates (if possible), 
images and/or synonyms, 
to determine the meaning 
of academic and domain-
specific words in a text

Reading-Centered 
Activity: Highlight 
preidentified words and 
phrases in a text and 
associate them with 
cognates (if possible) and/
or short definitions, to 
determine the meaning of 
academic and domain-
specific words and phrases 
in a text

Reading-Centered Activity: 
Highlight words and phrases 
from a bank in a text and 
associate them with cognates 
(if possible) and/or create 
short definitions, to determine 
the meaning of academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text

Reading-Centered 
Activity: Highlight 
unfamiliar words and 
phrases in a text and create 
a glossary, after teacher 
modeling, to determine the 
meaning of academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text

Reading-Centered 
Activity: Highlight 
unfamiliar words and 
phrases in a text and 
independently create a 
glossary, to determine the 
meaning of academic and 
domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text

in the new and/or the 
home language.

in the new and/or the home 
language.

in the new and, occasionally, 
in the home language.

in the new language. in the new language.
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5 Levels of 
Language 

Development

Entering 
(Beginner)

Emerging 
(Low Intermediate)

Transitioning 
(High Intermediate)

Expanding 
(Advanced)

Commanding 
(Proficient)
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and 

Literacy 
Links

Speaking-Centered 
Activity: Use pretaught 
words to complete sentence 
starters that make use of 
new words from the text, in 
partnership and/or teacher-
led small groups

Speaking-Centered 
Activity: Use preidentified 
words and phrases to 
complete sentence starters 
that make use of new words 
and phrases from the text, 
in partnership and/or small 
groups

Speaking-Centered 
Activity: Use a bank of 
words and phrases and the 
previously completed 
semantic web to make use 
of new words and phrases 
from the text, in 
partnership, small group 
and/or whole class settings

Speaking-Centered 
Activity: Use the 
previously completed 
semantic web to make use 
of new words and phrases 
from the text, after teacher 
modeling, in partnership, 
small group and/or whole 
class settings

Speaking-Centered 
Activity: Use the 
previously completed 
semantic web to 
independently make use of 
new words and phrases 
from the text, in 
partnership, small group 
and/or whole class settings

Writing-Centered 
Activity: Use pretaught 
words to complete a cloze 
paragraph where new 
words from the text are 
used appropriately

Writing-Centered 
Activity: Use preidentified 
words and phrases to 
complete cloze paragraphs 
where new words and 
phrases from the text are 
used appropriately

Writing-Centered 
Activity: Use a bank of 
words and phrases and 
sentence starters to develop 
a short essay where new 
words and phrases from the 
text are used appropriately

Writing-Centered 
Activity: Use the 
previously completed 
semantic web to develop an 
essay, based on a teacher-
provided sample, where 
new words and phrases 
from the text are used 
appropriately

Writing-Centered 
Activity: Use the 
previously completed 
semantic web to 
independently develop an 
essay where new words and 
phrases from the text are 
used appropriately

in the new and/or the home 
language.

in the new and/or the home 
language.

in the new and, 
occasionally, in the home 
language.

in the new language. in the new language.
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Common Core Grade 3 Standard (RI.3.4): Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area.

Grade LeveL acadeMic deMand 
Determine Meaning of Academic and Domain-Specific 

Words and Phrases in Text

Linguistic Demands: The following are examples in English that may vary based on the language of instruction. In the first three levels (entering, 
emerging and transitioning), students can approach these linguistic demands in the new and/or home language.
• Identify tier 1 (words found in everyday conversations; e.g., your, animals), tier 2 (words found in writing but seldom in conversations and that can have multiple 

meanings; e.g., nurse) and tier 3 (technical words; e.g., mammals) words in a text.

Example to Address the Linguistic Demands
Text Excerpt Teacher Directions

A bat is a mammal. Mammals are animals that nurse their young, have hair and are 
warm blooded. Humans, dogs and whales are all mammals. But bats have a special 
ability. They can fly!

There are about 1,200 types of bats in the world. Most of them eat insects. Insect 
eating bats are usually small in size. There are more than 150 types of fruit bats. 
These bats are usually larger and search for sweet fruits and other plants. Some 
people think all bats suck your blood. This is not true. Only three kinds of bats 
drink blood. This group is known as vampire bats. They mostly feed on the blood 
of animals like cows and deer—not humans.

In a mini lesson and small group or whole class conversations, analyze the 
meanings of words and phrases in the text:
• Tier 1words (bold): words found in everyday conversations (e.g., animals, 

they, small, larger, people, true, only, group).
• Tier 2 word (italics): words found in writing but seldom in conversations and 

that can have multiple meanings (e.g., nurse—in this case it is a verb meaning 
to take care of and, specifically, to feed milk to; young—in this case it is a noun 
meaning offspring or babies).

• Tier 3 words (underline): technical words (e.g., mammals, warm blooded).

 
Carney, E. (2010). Bats. National Geographic Readers, 3, 6 and 8.


