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These Domain Assessments evaluate each student’s knowledge 
relative to Core Content Objectives addressed in the Important 
People in American History domain. Portfolio collection can occur 
whenever students produce a work product that can be photographed, 
photocopied, or added directly to their Portfolios. The Teacher Refl ection 
of Student Performance is designed to be a way for teachers to refl ect 
on what students have learned after each set of lessons on a specifi c 
important American. 

Portfolio Collection
Work Samples

Note: Be sure to date each piece of student work as it is added to the 
portfolio. 

In this domain, students’ work from the following activities may be 
included in their portfolios:

• Lesson 3A: Kindness Cards

• Lesson 6A: Name Space Shuttles

Teacher Refl ection on Student Performance
Instructions

After teaching the groups of lessons listed below, complete the Domain 
Assessment Record Form, listing students who have 

1) demonstrated mastery of all Core Content Objectives, 

2) demonstrated understanding of some Core Content Objectives, or 

3) have not demonstrated understanding of any Core Content 
Objectives. 

For students who do not master the Core Content Objectives of a 
given lesson during regular instruction, teachers may want to consider 
conducting a reread or Picture Talk in a small-group or one-on-one 
setting to help students better understand the material. 

DOMAIN ASSESSMENT
Important People in American History
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After Lessons 1A-1B: The Native Americans and 2A-2B: The Pilgrims

After teaching these lessons, refl ect on student mastery of these Core 
Content Objectives:

• State that Native Americans were the first people to live in America

• State that the Pilgrims left England because they did not like the 
king’s rules.

• Explain that on Thanksgiving, we remember that the Native 
Americans and Pilgrims celebrated together long ago

After Lessons 3A-3B: Martin Luther King Jr.

After teaching these lessons, refl ect on student mastery of these Core 
Content Objectives:

• State that every year we remember Martin Luther King Jr. by 
celebrating his birthday

• State that Martin Luther King Jr. wanted everyone to live together 
without being mean to one another 

After Lessons 4A-4B: Barack Obama

After teaching these lessons, refl ect on student mastery of these Core 
Content Objectives:

• Participate in the act of voting

• Identify Barack Obama as a president of the United States

• State the name of the current president of the United States

• State two things the president does as part of his/her job (e.g., lives 
in the White House, talks on the phone, signs laws, etc.)
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After Lessons 5A-5B: Abraham Lincoln

After teaching these lessons, refl ect on student mastery of these Core 
Content Objectives:

• Identify Abraham Lincoln as a president of the United States

• Identify Abraham Lincoln as the face on the penny

• State that Abraham Lincoln’s nickname is “Honest Abe” because 
he always told the truth

• Retell two main events from the story of Abraham Lincoln and the 
ruined book

After Lessons 6A-6B: Sally Ride

After teaching these lessons, refl ect on student mastery of these Core 
Content Objectives:

• Explain that an astronaut is someone who flies a space shuttle into 
outer space

• Identify Sally Ride as an astronaut who flew into space

After Lessons 7A-7B: Sonia Sotomayor

After teaching these lessons, refl ect on student mastery of these Core 
Content Objectives:

• Identify Sonia Sotomayor as a Supreme Court Justice called 
Justice Sotomayor

• State that Sonia Sotomayor speaks both Spanish and English

• State that Sonia Sotomayor had to work hard to become a judge



172 Important People in American History | Domain Assessment Record Form
© 2013 Core Knowledge Foundation

Te
ac

he
r R

efl
 e

ct
io

n 
of

 S
tu

de
nt

 P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

S
tu

d
en

t

Le
ss

o
ns

 1
A

, 1
B

, 2
A

, 2
B

Le
ss

o
ns

 3
A

–3
B

Le
ss

o
ns

 4
A

–4
B

M
as

te
ry

 o
f 

C
C

O
s 

U
nd

er
st

an
d

s 
so

m
e 

C
C

O
s

D
o

es
 n

o
t 

un
d

er
st

an
d 

C
C

O
s

M
as

te
ry

 o
f 

C
C

O
s 

U
nd

er
st

an
d

s 
so

m
e 

C
C

O
s

D
o

es
 n

o
t 

un
d

er
st

an
d 

C
C

O
s

M
as

te
ry

 o
f 

C
C

O
s 

U
nd

er
st

an
d

s 
so

m
e 

C
C

O
s

D
o

es
 n

o
t 

un
d

er
st

an
d 

C
C

O
s

DOMAIN ASSESSMENT RECORD FORM
Important People in American History



Important People in American History | Domain Assessment Record Form 173
© 2013 Core Knowledge Foundation

S
tu

d
en

t

Le
ss

o
ns

 5
A

–5
B

Le
ss

o
ns

 6
A

–6
B

Le
ss

o
ns

 7
A

–7
B

M
as

te
ry

 o
f 

C
C

O
s 

U
nd

er
st

an
d

s 
so

m
e 

C
C

O
s

D
o

es
 n

o
t 

un
d

er
st

an
d 

C
C

O
s

M
as

te
ry

 o
f 

C
C

O
s 

U
nd

er
st

an
d

s 
so

m
e 

C
C

O
s

D
o

es
 n

o
t 

un
d

er
st

an
d 

C
C

O
s

M
as

te
ry

 o
f 

C
C

O
s 

U
nd

er
st

an
d

s 
so

m
e 

C
C

O
s

D
o

es
 n

o
t 

un
d

er
st

an
d 

C
C

O
s





Important People in American History 175
© 2013 Core Knowledge Foundation

CORE KNOWLEDGE LANGUAGE ARTS

SERIES EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

E. D. Hirsch, Jr.

PRESIDENT

Linda Bevilacqua

EDITORIAL STAFF
Carolyn Gosse, Senior Editor - Preschool
Khara Turnbull, Materials Development Manager
Michelle L. Warner, Senior Editor - Listening & Learning

Mick Anderson
Robin Blackshire
Maggie Buchanan
Paula Coyner
Sue Fulton
Sara Hunt
Erin Kist
Robin Luecke
Rosie McCormick
Cynthia Peng
Liz Pettit
Ellen Sadler
Deborah Samley
Lauren Simmons
Diane Auger Smith
Sarah Zelinke

DESIGN AND GRAPHICS STAFF
Scott Ritchie, Creative Director

Kim Berrall
Michael Donegan
Liza Greene
Matt Leech
Bridget Moriarty
Lauren Pack

CONSULTING PROJECT MANAGEMENT SERVICES
ScribeConcepts.com

ADDITIONAL CONSULTING SERVICES
Ang Blanchette
Dorrit Green
Carolyn Pinkerton

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
These materials are the result of the work, advice, and encouragement of numerous individuals over many years. Some of those singled out here already 
know the depth of our gratitude; others may be surprised to fi nd themselves thanked publicly for help they gave quietly and generously for the sake of 
the enterprise alone. To helpers named and unnamed we are deeply grateful.

CONTRIBUTORS TO EARLIER VERSIONS OF THESE MATERIALS
Susan B. Albaugh, Kazuko Ashizawa, Nancy Braier, Kathryn M. Cummings, Michelle De Groot, Diana Espinal, Mary E. Forbes, Michael L. Ford, 
Ted Hirsch, Danielle Knecht, James K. Lee, Diane Henry Leipzig, Martha G. Mack, Liana Mahoney, Isabel McLean, Steve Morrison, Juliane K. Munson, 
Elizabeth B. Rasmussen, Laura Tortorelli, Rachael L. Shaw, Sivan B. Sherman, Miriam E. Vidaver, Catherine S. Whittington, Jeannette A. Williams 

We would like to extend special recognition to Program Directors Matthew Davis and Souzanne Wright who were instrumental to the early 
development of this program.

SCHOOLS
We are truly grateful to the teachers, students, and administrators of the following schools for their willingness to fi eld test these materials and for 
their invaluable advice: Capitol View Elementary, Challenge Foundation Academy (IN), Community Academy Public Charter School, Lake Lure Classical 
Academy, Lepanto Elementary School, New Holland Core Knowledge Academy, Paramount School of Excellence, Pioneer Challenge Foundation 
Academy, New York City PS 26R (The Carteret School), PS 30X (Wilton School), PS 50X (Clara Barton School), PS 96Q, PS 102X (Joseph O. Loretan), 
PS 104Q (The Bays Water), PS 214K (Michael Friedsam), PS 223Q (Lyndon B. Johnson School), PS 308K (Clara Cardwell), PS 333Q (Goldie Maple Academy), 
Sequoyah Elementary School, South Shore Charter Public School, Spartanburg Charter School, Steed Elementary School, Thomas Jeff erson Classical 
Academy, Three Oaks Elementary, West Manor Elementary.

And a special thanks to the CKLA Pilot Coordinators Anita Henderson, Yasmin Lugo-Hernandez, and Susan Smith, whose suggestions and day-to-day 
support to teachers using these materials in their classrooms was critical.



176 Important People in American History
© 2013 Core Knowledge Foundation

CREDITS
Every eff ort has been taken to trace and acknowledge copyrights. The editors tender their apologies for any accidental infringement where 
copyright has proved untraceable. They would be pleased to insert the appropriate acknowledgment in any subsequent edition of this 
publication. Trademarks and trade names are shown in this publication for illustrative purposes only and are the property of their respective 
owners. The references to trademarks and trade names given herein do not aff ect their validity.

All photographs are used under license from Shutterstock, Inc. unless otherwise noted.

WRITER
Susan Tyler Hitchcock

ILLUSTRATORS
Scott Hammond 5A-1, 5A-2, 5A-3,5A-4

Michael Parker 1A-5, 1A-6, 1A-7, 2A-1, 2A-2, 
2A-3, 2A-4, 2A-5

Michelle Weaver 4A-6, 8A-2, 6A-3, 6A-6b, 7A-3, 
7A-4, 7A-5

PHOTOGRAPHS

Library of Congress 5A-5

NASA 6A-1, 6A-4, 6A-5a, 6A-5b, 6A-7 
6A-8a

Stacey Ilyse Photography/The 
White House

7A-1, 7A-9

Steve Petteway, Collection 
of the Supreme Court of the 
United States

7A-2

The White House 7A-8

White House Photo by Pete 
Souza

4A-1, 4A-5a, 4A-5b, 4A-7, 7A-6





Important People 
in American History

Teacher Guide

PRESCHOOL

The Core Knowledge Foundation
www.coreknowledge.org


