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Fam
ily Letter

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber, 

For the next few
 w

eeks, your child w
ill be learning all about anim

als at school. Your 
child m

ight already know
 lots of things about anim

als—
you m

ight even have a pet 
dog or goldfish at hom

e. W
e can’t w

ait for your child to share the things s/he already 
know

s w
ith the class. A

t school, w
e w

ill learn the nam
es of m

any anim
als and how

 
anim

als’ body parts help them
 survive. W

e w
ill even have an A

nim
al Hospital set up 

in our D
ram

atic Play C
enter! In our Sm

all G
roups, w

e w
ill also be practicing telling 

stories, rhym
ing, draw

ing and w
riting, and counting syllables in w

ords.

Below
 are som

e suggestions for activities you m
ight do at hom

e to help your child 
rem

em
ber w

hat they are learning about at school:

1. Read A
loud Each D

ay

A
sk your child to choose stories that have anim

als as the characters for you to read 
aloud. A

s you read, point to and label the various anim
als in the story. A

sk students 
w

hat they know
 about these anim

als as you read.  

2.  Sing N
ursery Rhym

es

Your child m
ay com

e hom
e singing and doing the m

otions for “A
n O

ld Person of 
W

are,” “Here is the Beehive,” and “Kookaburra.” The w
ords to “Here is the Beehive” 

are on this back of this letter—
have your child recite the rhym

e and talk w
ith your 

child about the w
ords in the song that rhym

e (bees and sees, hive and five). 

3.  G
o on a N

ature W
alk and Talk about A

nim
als

In class, your child w
ill be learning how

 to m
ake observations about m

any different 
kinds of anim

als. Help your child practice observing and describing anim
als you 

m
ight see on a daily basis. A

s you w
alk outside, talk about the birds, squirrels, insects, 

and pets you see as you w
alk. D

iscuss how
 the anim

als look (color, size, body parts), 
w

here they live, and w
hat they like to eat. 

4.  Practice D
raw

ing and W
riting

Your child is doing lots of activities that w
ill get him

/her ready to start w
riting. Have 

your child practice at hom
e by draw

ing w
ith crayons and thick m

arkers. Your child 
is already starting to w

rite his/her nam
e or first initial at school. Have your child 

practice w
riting his/her nam

e at hom
e by signing draw

ings w
ith either his/her first 

initial or w
hole nam

e. You could also w
rite your child’s nam

e and have him
/her copy 

it underneath.    
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Baby C
hicks

The chicks are hatching one by one
a diagonal line dow

n, then up—
w

hat fun!
Keep m

aking lines from
 left to right

dow
n, up, dow

n, up—
m

ake them
 all the sam

e height. 
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Planting Seeds
The farm

er plants the seeds in a row
in the ground w

here they can grow
.

M
ake a dot for each little seed.

Just tap the page; that’s all you need.
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Baby C
hicks

The chicks are hatching one by one
a diagonal line dow

n, then up—
w

hat fun!
Keep m

aking lines from
 left to right

dow
n, up, dow

n, up—
m

ake them
 all the sam

e height. 
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Pl
an

tin
g 

Se
ed

s
Th

e 
fa

rm
er

 p
la

nt
s 

th
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se
ed

s 
in

 a
 r

ow
in

 th
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gr
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nd
 w

he
re

 th
ey

 c
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 g
ro

w
.

M
ak

e 
a 

do
t f

or
 e

ac
h 

lit
tle

 s
ee

d.
Ju

st
 ta

p 
th

e 
pa

ge
; t

ha
t’s

 a
ll y

ou
 n

ee
d.

PRE-WRITING STROKES: DOTS



A
nim

als com
e in all colors, sizes and shapes.

Som
e have big ears and brow

n hair, like an ape.
Som

e have a tail or w
ings they can flap

A
nd som

e float in w
ater w

hen taking a nap. 
A

nim
als look different from

 you and from
 m

e,
But w

e are all anim
als as you shall soon see.

You are an anim
al. This dog is too.

Yes, you are an anim
al—

But you don’t have a furry body  
like som

e anim
als do.

You are an anim
al. A

n elephant  
is too.

Yes, you are an anim
al—

But you don’t have a long trunk  
like som

e anim
als do. 

W
ait just a m

inute. Let’s play a gam
e.

Instead of how
 anim

als are different,  
how

 are anim
als the sam

e?
Use your eyes to look at each anim

al’s face—
O

ur sense of sight lets us look all over the place. 
C

ats and puppies, gerbils too,
Use tw

o eyes to see, just like you.
core Knowledge language Arts      New York edition      Preschool2-4

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to a read-aloud about anim
als.  

Read the poem
 to your child and talk about hum

ans and anim
als.

Hum
ans are A

nim
als 
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Baby C
hicks

The chicks are hatching one by one
a diagonal line dow

n, then up—
w

hat fun!
Keep m

aking lines from
 left to right

dow
n, up, dow

n, up—
m

ake them
 all the sam

e height. 

Pi
gs

 u
se

 th
ei

r 
no

se
s 

to
 s

ni
ff

 a
nd

 to
 s

m
el

l.
Hu

m
an

s 
us

e 
th

ei
r 

no
se

s 
to

 s
m

el
l a

s 
w

el
l.

Sh
ar

ks
 h

av
e 

sh
ar

p 
te

et
h 

to
 c

ho
m

p 
an

d 
to

 c
he

w
.

Hu
m

an
s 

us
e 

te
et

h 
to

 e
at

 th
ei

r 
fo

od
, t

oo
.

A
rm

s 
he

lp
 k

oa
la

s 
an

d 
hu

m
an

s 
cl

im
b 

tr
ee

s—
W

ith
 s

tr
on

g 
ha

nd
s 

an
d 

ar
m

s, 
th

ey
 h

an
g 

 
fr

om
 b

ra
nc

he
s 

w
ith

 e
as

e.

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
al

l k
in

ds
 o

f a
ni

m
al

s 
th

at
 liv

e 
 

an
d 

th
at

 g
ro

w
.

W
e 

ar
e 

al
l a

ni
m

al
s; 

isn
’t 

th
at

 s
o?



core Knowledge language Arts      New York edition      Preschool4-1    PRE-WRITING STROKES: DOTS

Pl
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Th
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fa
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 p
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Describe each animal on the page by naming and talking about 
its body parts (see examples at left). Ask your child to point to 
and name the animal you are describing.

Animal Body Parts Riddles

“I spy an animal with 
pointy ears, whiskers, a 
tail, four, legs, and four 
paws. It makes the sound 
‘meow’.” (Cat)

“I spy an animal with 
four legs and a trunk.” 
(Elephant)

“I spy an animal that is 
very small and has wings 
that help it fly.” (Butterfly)

“I spy an animal with legs 
for hopping. It makes the 
sound ‘ribbit’.” (Frog)

“I spy an animal with fins 
and a tail that it uses to 
swim.” (Fish)
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Help students say the name of each animal and clap the syllables in the 
animals’ names. Then ask students to color in the correct number of squares 
to represent the number of syllables in the animals’ names.

Animal Syllables

ANIMALS:  dog, toucan, butterfly, turtle
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C
hicken C

oops
C

oops keep chickens from
 getting lost.

O
ne line dow

n and one across.
D

raw
 the crosses on the coop—

Keep them
 straight;  

don’t let them
 droop.
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Bales of Hay
Bales of hay all through the field
For hungry horses, a delicious m

eal.
D

raw
 the tops from

 end to end
M

ake them
 round; m

ake them
 bend.





PRE-WRITING STROKES: CROSS

C
hicken C

oops
C

oops keep chickens from
 getting lost.

O
ne line dow

n and one across.
D

raw
 the crosses on the coop—

Keep them
 straight;  

don’t let them
 droop.
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Ask your child to decorate the king and queen’s crowns with zigzags on the first two 
rows. Then, have your child use other writing strokes to complete the crowns. Your child 
might use horizontal or vertical lines, dots, circles, or diagonals in addition to zigzags.

Drawing Zigzag Lines

Horizontal Line

Vertical Line

Dot

Circle

Diagonal Line

Zigzag
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C
hicken C

oops
C

oops keep chickens from
 getting lost.

O
ne line dow

n and one across.
D

raw
 the crosses on the coop—

Keep them
 straight;  

don’t let them
 droop.



Tell Me About the  
Lion and the Mouse
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PRE-WRITING STROKES: BRIDGE
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Barn D
oors

The big barn doors are closed up tight.
Slide dow

n from
 the left; slide dow

n from
 the right.

M
ake an X on every door—

C
ross the lines; let’s w

rite som
e m

ore!
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The D
ucks

D
ucks are w

addling up and dow
n.

Their beaks are pointed, 
their bodies round.
Trace their bellies from

 end to end—
D

raw
 a curve, then show

 a friend!
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Barn D
oors

The big barn doors are closed up tight.
Slide dow

n from
 the left; slide dow

n from
 the right.

M
ake an X on every door—

C
ross the lines; let’s w

rite som
e m

ore!
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Fam
ily Letter

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber, 

C
hildren love learning about and seeing pictures of anim

als, and w
e w

ill continue 
learning m

ore about anim
als in the com

ing w
eeks. Your child w

ill learn about baby 
anim

als and their m
others. S/he w

ill also learn about groups of anim
als, such as birds, 

insects, fish, and m
am

m
als. In our Sm

all G
roups, w

e w
ill be practicing telling stories, 

rhym
ing, draw

ing, and w
riting. Your child m

ight com
e hom

e saying the ‘m
m

m
’ sound, 

since w
e w

ill be learning all about w
ords that start w

ith ‘m
m

m
’ (like m

onkey).

Below
 are som

e suggestions for activities you m
ight do at hom

e to help your child 
rem

em
ber w

hat they are learning about at school:

1. Read A
loud Each D

ay

A
s you read stories about anim

als, talk w
ith your child about w

hat real anim
als need to 

stay alive. Talk about w
hat certain anim

als like to eat and drink, and w
here they like to live.  

2.  Sing N
ursery Rhym

es

A
t this point in the school year, your child has learned quite a few

 nursery rhym
es. 

Encourage him
/her to sing the old favorites, and to share the new

 rhym
es s/he 

is learning at school. Your child m
ay com

e hom
e singing and doing the m

otions 
for “The Eensy, W

eensy Spider” and “Hickety Pickety, M
y Black Hen.” The w

ords to 
“Hickety, Pickety, M

y Black Hen” are on this back of this letter—
have your child recite 

this rhym
e for you and talk about how

 hens and other anim
als lay eggs. 

3.  Play w
ith Stuffed A

nim
als

Encourage your child to play w
ith his/her stuffed anim

als. A
s your child plays, talk w

ith 
him

/her about w
here those anim

als m
ight live (pond, ocean, forest, desert) and w

hat 
they m

ight like to eat. 

4.  Practice Rhym
ing

Your child is doing lots of activities to practice rhym
ing. A

s students go about their 
daily routines, encourage them

 to m
ake silly rhym

ing pairs using everyday w
ords. The 

w
ords can be real or m

ade up, but should end w
ith the sam

e sound (for exam
ple: 

brush and m
ush, or plate and bait).

5.  Practice W
riting N

am
e

A
t school your child is practicing w

riting his/her nam
e to sign in to school each day. 

Encourage your child to practice w
riting his/her nam

e w
henever she is draw

ing. You 
can also w

rite your child’s nam
e so s/he can copy it.

PRE-WRITING STROKES: BOWL
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Fam
ily Letter

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber, 

C
hildren love learning about and seeing pictures of anim

als, and w
e w

ill continue 
learning m

ore about anim
als in the com

ing w
eeks. Your child w

ill learn about baby 
anim

als and their m
others. S/he w

ill also learn about groups of anim
als, such as birds, 

insects, fish, and m
am

m
als. In our Sm

all G
roups, w

e w
ill be practicing telling stories, 

rhym
ing, draw

ing, and w
riting. Your child m

ight com
e hom

e saying the ‘m
m

m
’ sound, 

since w
e w

ill be learning all about w
ords that start w

ith ‘m
m

m
’ (like m

onkey).

Below
 are som

e suggestions for activities you m
ight do at hom

e to help your child 
rem

em
ber w

hat they are learning about at school:

1. Read A
loud Each D

ay

A
s you read stories about anim

als, talk w
ith your child about w

hat real anim
als need to 

stay alive. Talk about w
hat certain anim

als like to eat and drink, and w
here they like to live.  

2.  Sing N
ursery Rhym

es

A
t this point in the school year, your child has learned quite a few

 nursery rhym
es. 

Encourage him
/her to sing the old favorites, and to share the new

 rhym
es s/he 

is learning at school. Your child m
ay com

e hom
e singing and doing the m

otions 
for “The Eensy, W

eensy Spider” and “Hickety Pickety, M
y Black Hen.” The w

ords to 
“Hickety, Pickety, M

y Black Hen” are on this back of this letter—
have your child recite 

this rhym
e for you and talk about how

 hens and other anim
als lay eggs. 

3.  Play w
ith Stuffed A

nim
als

Encourage your child to play w
ith his/her stuffed anim

als. A
s your child plays, talk w

ith 
him

/her about w
here those anim

als m
ight live (pond, ocean, forest, desert) and w

hat 
they m

ight like to eat. 

4.  Practice Rhym
ing

Your child is doing lots of activities to practice rhym
ing. A

s students go about their 
daily routines, encourage them

 to m
ake silly rhym

ing pairs using everyday w
ords. The 

w
ords can be real or m

ade up, but should end w
ith the sam

e sound (for exam
ple: 

brush and m
ush, or plate and bait).

5.  Practice W
riting N

am
e

A
t school your child is practicing w

riting his/her nam
e to sign in to school each day. 

Encourage your child to practice w
riting his/her nam

e w
henever she is draw

ing. You 
can also w

rite your child’s nam
e so s/he can copy it.
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Tell the Story of “The 
Eensy Weensy Spider”

Help students cut out the three pictures, or cut them out for them. Have 
students sing “The Eensy Weensy Spider.” Then, help students glue or tape the 
pictures in order on a sheet of paper from left to right. Use the words first, 
next, and last to describe the order of events in the song.
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Ask your child to observe an animal that she sees every day. Your child might choose 
a pet or a familiar wild animal such as a squirrel, an ant, or a bird. Then ask her to 
pretend she is a scientist who is studying this animal. Ask each question out loud. 
Listen to her answer, then write it down, repeating the words aloud as you write. 
Now your child has made a scientist’s journal of her observations of an animal. 

Observing Animals

What kind of animal is this?

How big is it?

What color is it?

What covers its body: Fur? 
Scales? A hard outer shell?

How does it move: Walk? Swim? 
Fly? Slither?

What body parts does it have?

What body parts does it  
use to move?

What does it eat?

What does it drink?
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Barn D
oors

The big barn doors are closed up tight.
Slide dow

n from
 the left; slide dow

n from
 the right.

M
ake an X on every door—

C
ross the lines; let’s w

rite som
e m

ore!
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Th
e 

D
uc

ks
D

uc
ks

 a
re

 w
ad

dl
in

g 
up

 a
nd

 d
ow

n.
Th

ei
r 

be
ak

s 
ar

e 
po

in
te

d,
 

th
ei

r 
bo

di
es

 r
ou

nd
.

Tr
ac

e 
th

ei
r 

be
llie

s 
fr

om
 e

nd
 to

 e
nd

—
D

ra
w

 a
 c

ur
ve

, t
he

n 
sh

ow
 a

 fr
ie

nd
!

PRE-WRITING STROKES: BOWL
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Point to each picture on the 
page and tell students what 
it is. Then, tell students to 
draw a line between the two 
things that rhyme. Remind 
students that rhyming words 
sound the same at the end. 
Encourage students to say 
the words out loud to see if 
they rhyme or to check their 
work.

Make a Rhyme

Rhyming Pairs:  tree/bee, ham/lamb, cat/hat, rock/sock
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Help students cut out the four pictures, or cut them out for students. Review 
the life cycle of a butterfy, and help students glue or tape the pictures in 
order on a sheet of paper from left to right. Use the words egg, caterpillar, 
chrysalis, and butterfly to describe the life cycle.

Caterpillar to  
Butterfly Life Cycle





There are m
any different kinds of anim

als in our w
orld. Even though anim

als  
look different from

 one another, anim
als that are alike belong to the sam

e group .

A chicken, eagle, and a goldfinch 
each look different. But do you 
know

 how
 a chicken, an eagle, and 

a goldfinch are alike or the sam
e? 

They are all birds. There are m
any 

different kinds of birds, but all birds 
have w

ings that they can flap. Birds 
are covered in feathers that keep their bodies w

arm
 and dry. All birds have tw

o 
legs on w

hich they can stand. Birds have a special type of m
outh called a beak. 

Beaks are hard and pointy. Birds use their beaks to peck, eat food, and drink w
ater. 

Som
e beaks are long and big, som

e are shorter and sm
aller. 

Birds lay eggs. Birds have to take care of their eggs until they hatch. W
hen the eggs 

hatch, a baby bird com
es out. Birds aren’t the only group of anim

als that have 
things in com

m
on.

D
ear Fam

ily M
em

ber,

Today your child listened to a read-aloud about three groups of anim
als: birds, insects, 

and fish. Read the text to your child and talk about different groups of anim
als.

G
roups of A

nim
als
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H
ow

 a
re

 c
lo

w
nfi

sh
, g

ol
dfi

sh
, a

nd
 sh

ar
ks

 a
ll 

th
e 

sa
m

e?
 T

he
y 

ar
e 

al
l fi

sh
. T

he
re

 a
re
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an

y 
di

ffe
re

nt
 k

in
ds

 o
f fi

sh
, b

ut
 a

ll 
fis

h 
ha

ve
 fi

ns
 

an
d 

ta
ils

. T
he

y 
us

e 
th

ei
r fi

ns
 a

nd
 ta

ils
 to

 sw
im

 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
w

at
er

. 

Al
l fi

sh
 li

ve
 a

nd
 sw

im
 u

nd
er

w
at

er
. S

om
e 

fis
h 

liv
e 

in
 th

e 
oc

ea
n 

w
he

re
 th

e 
w

at
er

 is
 sa

lty
; it

 
is 

ca
lle

d 
sa

lt 
w

at
er

. S
om

e 
fis

h 
liv

e 
in

 la
ke

s, 
po

nd
s, 

an
d 

st
re

am
s w

he
re

 th
e 

w
at

er
 is

n’
t a

s 
sa

lty
. T

he
y 

liv
e 

in
 fr

es
h 

w
at

er
. F

ish
 d

on
’t 

ne
ed

 a
ir 

to
 b

re
at

he
. F

ish
 h

av
e 

gi
lls

 th
at

 le
t  

th
em

 b
re

at
he

 u
nd

er
w

at
er

. 

Fi
sh

 a
nd

 b
ird

s a
re

n’
t t

he
 o

nl
y 

gr
ou

ps
 o

f a
ni

m
al

s t
ha

t h
av

e 
th

in
gs

 in
 c

om
m

on
. H

ow
 a

re
 a

 
be

et
le

, a
 b

ut
te

rfl
y, 

an
d 

an
 a

nt
 th

e 
sa

m
e?

 T
he

y 
ar

e 
al

l i
ns

ec
ts

. I
ns

ec
ts

 c
om

e 
in

 a
ll 

co
lo

rs
 a

nd
 

sh
ap

es
. T

he
y 

ha
ve

 si
x 

le
gs

. I
ns

ec
ts

 c
an

 lo
ok

 v
er

y 
di

ffe
re

nt
 fr

om
 o

ne
 a

no
th

er
 b

ut
 th

ey
 a

re
 

al
l v

er
y 

sm
al

l. M
os

t i
ns

ec
ts

 a
re

 sm
al

le
r t

ha
n 

th
e 

tip
 o

f y
ou

r fi
ng

er
.

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
al

l k
in

ds
 o

f a
ni

m
al

s. 
So

m
e 

an
im

al
s h

av
e 

th
in

gs
 in

 c
om

m
on

  
an

d 
be

lo
ng

 to
 sp

ec
ia

l g
ro

up
s. 

So
m

e 
an

im
al

s a
re

 b
ird

s, 
so

m
e 

an
im

al
s  

ar
e 

in
se

ct
s, 

an
d 

so
m

e 
an

im
al

s a
re

 fi
sh

.
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Help students identify and circle all sound pictures showing /m/. 
Help students remember what the sound picture /m/ looks like 
by drawing it on a sheet of paper or having students draw it on 
paper or in the air. If a picture does not show the sound picture 
for /m/, students should draw a line through it.

Circle the Sound Picture: 

 m

sa

2
c

3
m

m
m

m

m w

w
w

l
n
R

m m

f
4 p

e k

w

x y

8
9
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Help your child practice the writing stroke X by drawing an X to fill each box 
on the trucks below. If your child is ready, have her practice drawing X’s and 
other writing strokes on a blank piece of paper

Mark These Trucks
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