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ORGANIZING EVIDENCE-BASED CLAIMS

MODEL President Obama, "A Just and Lasting Peace" 

President Obama argues that while violence can be controlled and society is progressively more peaceful, 

the world faces threats that inevitably require war to preserve the peace.

Human violence is both fundamental and controllable War is necessary to achieve peace

“War, in one form or another, 

appeared with the first man”

lines 46-47

“codes of law sought to control 

violence within groups”

line 31

“it became clear to victor 

and vanquished alike that the 

world needed institutions to 

prevent another World War”

lines 45-47

“The ideals of liberty, 

self-determination, 

equality and the rule of law 

have haltingly advanced”

lines 55-56

“We must begin by 

acknowledging the hard truth 

that we will not eradicate 

violent conflict in our 

lifetimes.”

lines 70-71

“A non-violent movement 

could not have halted Hitler's 

armies.”

lines 81-82

“The service and sacrifice of 

our men and women in uniform 

has promoted peace and 

prosperity from Germany to 

Korea, and enabled democracy 

to take hold in places like the 

Balkans.”

lines 90-92

“the instruments of war do 

have a role to play in 

preserving the peace”

line 96
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MODEL Martin Luther King and President Obama's speeches

King and Obama make arguments against and for violence respectively; however, King‛s rhetoric utilizes emotion and values, or pathos, to 

advance his idea of a “genuine civilization,” while Obama uses logic and realism to advance his idea of facing the “world as it is.”

KING‛S PATHOS OBAMA‛S LOGIC

“I am mindful”

P2

“I refuse” and “I believe” 

phrasing; “foundation of such 

a method is love”

P6-7; lines 27-28

“wounded justice, lying 

prostrate on the blood-flowing 

streets”

line 48

“one day mankind will bow 

before the altars of God and 

be crowned triumphant over 

war and bloodshed”

lines 53-54

“War, in one form or another, 

appeared with the first man”

lines 27-28

“A decade into a new century, 

this old architecture is 

buckling under the weight of 

new threats”

lines 59-60

“modern technology allows a 

few small men with outsized 

rage to murder innocents on a 

horrific scale”

lines 62-63

“I face the world as it is”… 

“the instruments of war do 

have a role to play in 

preserving the peace”

line 80; line 96


