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MODEL Cesar Chavez's Commonwealth Club Address

Chavez argues that the growers are responsible for causing terrible environmental damage in the U.S.

Terrible environmental damage has occurred Growers are to blame

“Thousands of acres of land 

in California have already 

been irrevocably damaged”

 lines 190-191

“Health authorities in many 

San Joaquin Valley towns 

already warn young children 

and pregnant mothers not to 

drink the water”

lines 194-195

“food is tainted by toxics”

line 197

“The growers only have 

themselves to blame as they 

begin to reap the harvest of 

decades of environmental 

damage they have brought 

upon the land”

lines 186-188

“Thousands more [acres of 

land] will be lost unless 

growers understand that 

dumping more and more 

poison from the soil won‛t 

solve their problems on the 

short or on the long term”

lines 191-193

“These are the sins of 

growers, not the farm 

workers. We didn‛t poison the 

land”

 line 212
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Chavez believes that Hispanic political influence in the U.S. will continue to grow because the positive social changes brought 

about by the UFW are irreversible.

Hispanic influence will continue to grow Changes are irreversible

“The other trend that gives us 

hope is the monumental growth 

of Hispanic influence in this 

country. And what that means 

is increased population, 

increased 

social and economic 

clout and increased political 

influence”

lines 176-178

“those communities will be 

dominated by farm workers 

and not by growers, by the 

children and grandchildren of 

farm workers and not by 

children and grandchildren of 

growers.”

lines 227-229

“Like other immigrant 

groups, the day will come 

when we win the economic 

and political rewards, which 

are in keeping with our 

numbers in society”

lines 243-244

“The day will come when the 

politicians will do the right 

thing for our people out of 

political necessity and not out 

of charity or idealism”

lines 244-246

“In light of these trends, it‛s 

absurd to believe or to 

suggest that we are going to 

go back in time as a union or 

as a people

lines 183-184

“Once social change begins it 

cannot be reversed”

lines 231-232

“You cannot un-educate the 

person who has learned to 

read. You cannot humiliate 

the person who feels pride. 

you cannot oppress the people 

who are not afraid anymore”

lines 232-234

“…you cannot do away with an 

entire people and you cannot 

stamp out a people‛s cause”

lines 237-238


