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'
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)

Topic/Subject'

Animals/Science)

What)is)an)animal)and)how)do)they)live)and)grow?)

'

Texts/Resources'

)

Books)

1. Animal)Life)Cycle)
2. Baby)Animals)
3. Do)You)Know)About)Fish?)
4. Move!)
5. What’s)Alive)
6. What)Do)You)Do)With)a)Tail)Like)This?)
7. Whose)Egg)is)This?)

Videos)

1. “Healthy)Me:)Animal)Moves”)Song))http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/bb08ac013bdeb34dff3

bb93397888735b1c8/animal3moves/))

2. “The)Baby)Animals”)Song)http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJg4YFtvOp8))

3. “What’s)Alive?”))www.youtube.com/watch?v=k98DCCjWgg8))(paired)with)above)text))

4. “What)Do)You)Do)With)a)Tail)Like)This?”)http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du2AgfWrbGo)(partial)

reading)on)first)video,)but)uses)original)illustrations);)and)

http://watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=34368)(paired)with)above)text))

Other)Media)

1. “Animals)Belong)in)Class”)(poem/song))http://www.totally3rdgrade.com/animals_belong_in_class.html))

2. “Living)and)Non3Living)Things”)Cut)and)Paste)(Infographic).)http://oakdome.com/k5/lesson3

plans/word/copy3and3paste3living3things.php)))

An)alternative)may)also)be:)www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1science.html)

)

Each)expert)pack)contains)a)variety)of)selections)grouped)to)create)as)coherent)and)gradual) learning)process) for)students)as)possible,)

generally)beginning)with)lower)levels)as)measured)by)quantitative)and)qualitative)measures,)and)moving)to)more)complex)levels)in)the)

latter)selections.)This)gradated)approach)helps)support)students’)ability)to)read)the)next)selection)and)to)become)‘experts’)on)the)topic)

they)are)reading)about.)))

Refer)to)annotated)bibliography)on)the)following)pages)for)the)suggested)sequence)of)readings.)
)

Rationale'

)

This)text)set)begins)with)the)anchor)text)What’s)Alive.)This)text)supports)the)focus)question,)“What)is)an)animal)

and)how)do)they)live)and)grow?”)We)would)follow)this)text)with)the)“Living)and)Non3Living”)interactive)website)

cut)and)paste)activity.)We)will)encourage)teachers)to)make)this)a)more)interactive)activity)by)including)

technology)and)having)students)“drag)and)drop”)items)within)a)Promethean/SMART)board)task.)This)activity)

would)be)followed)by)the)teacher)using)the)Animal)Life)Cycles)book)paired)with)the)“Animals)Belong)in)Class”)

poem/song)to)move)into)how)animals)are)sorted)into)classes)depending)on)their)characteristics.)The)next)text)is)

Whose)Egg)is)This?)This)book)offers)information)on)the)concept)of)life)cycles)and)what)animals)begin)in)an)egg.)

The)next)topic)includes)learning)about)baby)animals)using)the)book)Baby)Animals)and)the)informational)song,)

“The)Baby)Animals”.)This)book)encourages)learners)to)explore)pockets)of)new3found)knowledge.)This)is)also)a)

good)text)for)teacher)to)use)“at)the)door”)if)they)only)have)a)five)minute)window)of)learning)opportunity.)Next,)



we)would)use)the)book)titled,)Move!)This)book)would)be)paired)with)the)“Healthy)Me:)Animal)Moves”)video.)

Both)the)book)and)the)video)highlight)how)different)animals)move.)The)children)will)enjoy)dancing)and)moving)

along)with)the)different)movements)each)animal)makes.)After)learning)about)animal)movements,)teachers)can)

use)the)text)or)the)video)What)Do)You)Do)With)a)Tail)Like)This?)This)is)a)guessing)book)to)see)if)children)can)
guess)which)animal’s)tail,)feet)or)nose)is)displayed)on)the)page.)The)text)set)will)finish)with)the)book,)Do)You)
Know)About)Fish?)This)is)a)book)from)a)series)of)titles)that)cover)similar)subject)areas.)))

Note:)Teachers)could)have)the)option)of)interchanging)titles)with)others)in)the)series)based)on)their)availability)

or)resources.))Other)titles)in)this)series)include:)Do)You)Know)about)Amphibians?,)Do)You)Know)about)Birds?,)Do)
You)Know)about)Insects?,)Do)You)Know)about)Mammals?,)Do)You)Know)about)Reptiles?))Teachers)could)use)any)
of)these)titles)to)build)knowledge)about)animals.)

The'Common'Core'Shifts'for'ELA/Literacy:'

'

1. Regular)practice)with)complex)text)and)its)academic)language)

2. Reading,)writing)and)speaking)grounded)in)evidence)from)text,)both)literary)and)informational)

3. Building)knowledge)through)content3rich)nonfiction)
)

))))))))Using)these)expert)packs)will)enhance)student)proficiency)with)most)or)all)of)the)Common)Core)Standards)and)will)focus)primarily)on))))

))))))))Shift)3,)and)the)highlighted)portions)of)the)standards)below.)

)

College'and'Career'Readiness'Anchor'Standards'for'Reading'Literary'and/or'Informational'Texts'(the)darkened)
sections)of)the)standards)are)the)focus)of)the)Expert)Pack)learning)for)students):'
'

1. Read%closely%to%determine%what%the%text%says%explicitly%and%to%make%logical%inferences%from%it;)cite)
specific)textual)evidence)when)writing)or)speaking)to)support)conclusions)drawn)from)the)text.)

2. Determine%central%ideas%or%themes%of%a%text)and)analyze)their)development;)summarize)the)key)

supporting)details)and)ideas.)

10. Read)and'comprehend'complex'literary'and'informational'texts'independently'and'proficiently.)

)

'

Annotated'Bibliography'

and)suggested)sequence)for)reading)

)

430L' What’s%Alive''

Author:)Kathleen)Weidner)Zoehfeld)

Genre:)Narrative)Nonfiction)

Length:))33)pages)

Synopsis:))This)book)investigates)the)differences)between)things)that)are)living)

versus)non3living.)Students)find)out)what)makes)something)alive)and)what)all)

living)things)need)to)stay)healthy.)

Citation:))Zoehfeld3Weidner,)K.)(1995).)What’s)Alive.)New)York,)NY:)Harper)
Collins.)

Cost/Access:))$5.39.)Video:)Free)–)www.youtube.com/watch?v=k98DCCjWgg8))))))))

) Retrieved)on)November)9,)2014/)Length:)6:36)minutes.)

Recommended)Student)Activities:)A)Picture)of)Knowledge)



N/A''''''' “Living'and'NonOLiving'Things”''

Author:)Unknown)

Genre:)Informational)(infographic);)use)of)images)

Length:))N/A)

Synopsis:))This)worksheet)provides)pictures)of)non3living)and)living)items)for)

students)to)cut,)sort)and)paste.)

Citation:))Living)and)Non[Living)Things)(n.d.).)Retrieved)September)17,)2014,)

from)oakdome.com/k5/lesson3plans/word/copy3and3paste3living3things.php.))

Cost/Access:))$0.00) ))

Recommended)Student)Activities:))Interactive)sort)and)paste)pictures)in)a)chart)

on)the)website.))

'

N/A'''''' “Animals'Belong'in'Class”'

Author:)Unknown)

Genre:)Informational)Poem/Song)

Length:))266)words)

Synopsis:))This)poem)describes)the)different)animal)classifications.)Children)learn)

the)characteristics)of)each)classification:)Mammals,)reptiles,)amphibians,)fish,)

birds)and)insects.)

Citation:))Animals)Belong)in)Class.)(n.d.).)Retrieved)October)13,)2014,)from)

http://www.totally3rdgrade.com/animals_belong_in_class.html.)

Cost/Access:))$0.99/)Length:)2:49)minutes.) ))

Recommended)Student)Activities:)Wonderings)

'

600L''''''' Animal%Life%Cycles'

Author:)Anita)Ganeri)

Genre:)Informational))

Length:))32)pages)

Synopsis:))This)book)is)about)the)different)life)cycles)of)various)types)of)animals.)

Citation:))Ganeri,)A.)(2005).)Animal)Life)Cycles.)Chicago,)IL:))Heinemann.)

Cost/Access:))$7.99) ))

Recommended)Student)Activities:))Quiz)Maker)3)www.quizmaker.com))

)))))))



630L' Whose%Egg%is%This?'

) ) Author:)Lisa)Amstutz)

Genre:)Informational)

) ) Length:)32)pages)

) ) Synopsis:)This)book)offers)readers)information)on)the)concept)of)life)cycles)and))

) ) discusses)what)animals)begin)in)an)egg.))

Citation:)Amstutz,)L.)(2012).)Whose)Egg)is)This?)North)Mankato,)MN:)Capstone)

Press.)

Cost/Access:)$7.15) )

Recommended)Student)Activities:))A)Picture)of)Knowledge)

)))))))

850L' Baby%Animals'

) ) Author:)Melvin)Berger)and)Gilda)Berger)

Genre:)Informational)

Length:)48)pages)

Synopsis:)This)book)encourages)learners)to)explore)pockets)of)new3found)

knowledge.))A)nonfiction)science)book)for)the)young)reader,)each)page)has)a)

colorful)photograph)of)an)animal)and)a)factual)sentence)about)the)animal.)Is)it)

true)or)false?)Turn)to)the)next)page)to)find)the)answer,)along)with)additional)

information)and)another)photograph)with)more)details.)

Citation:)Berger,)M.,)&)Berger,)G.)(2008).)Baby)Animals)New)York:)Scholastic)

Cost/Access:)$7.15) )

Recommended)Student)Activities:))Questions)included)within)the)text;)A)Picture)

of)Knowledge))

'''

N/A' ' “The'Baby'Animals”'

) ) Author:)Unknown)

) ) Genre:)Informational)Song)

) ) Length:)1:37)minutes)

Synopsis:)This)is)a)catchy)song)students)will)enjoy)learning)the)names)of)baby)

animals.) )

Citation:)Baby)Animals.)(n.d.).)Retrieved)November)9,)2014,)from))

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJg4YFtvOp8)



Cost/Access:)Free)download)

Recommended)Student)Activity:)Act)It)Out!))

)))

430L' ' Move!'

) ) Author:)Steve)Jenkins)and)Robin)Page)

Genre:)Informational)

Length:)32)pages)

) ) Synopsis:)This)book)displays)a)host)of)animal)movements)that)are)sure)to)leave))

) ) children)wanting)to)imitate)the)animals’)swinging,)waddling,)and)jumping)))

) ) actions.))

Citation:)Jenkins,)S.,)&)Page,)R.)(2006).)Move!)Boston:)Houghton)Mifflin)

Company.)

Cost/Access:)$14.55) )

Recommended)Student)Activities:))Act)It)Out!)

))))

N/A' ' “Healthy'Me:'Animal'Moves”'

) ) Author:)Unknown)

) ) Genre:)Informational)Song)

) ) Length:)2:12)minutes)

Synopsis:)This)is)a)catchy)song)students)will)enjoy)learning)mimicking)moves)of)

different)animals.)

Citation:)Animal)Moves.)(n.d.).)Retrieved)November)9,)2014,)from)

http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/bb08ac01ObdebO4dffObb93O

97888735b1c8/animalOmoves/'

Cost/Access:)Free)download)

Recommended)Student)Activity:)Act)It)Out!)

'

620L'''''' What%Do%You%Do%With%a%Tail%Like%This?'

Author:)Steve)Jenkins)and)Robin)Page)

Genre:)Informational)))

Length:))32)pages)

Synopsis:))Students)explore)the)many)amazing)things)animals)can)do)with)their)

ears,)mouth,)nose,)feet)and)tails)in)this)interactive)guessing)book,)beautifully)



illustrated)in)cut3paper)collage.)On)each)spread,)five)different)animals')tails,)ears,)

eyes,)or)other)body)parts,)appear)with)a)simple)question)("What)do)you)do)with)

a3)like)this?").)The)next)spread)shows)the)five)creatures)in)their)entirety)and)

offers)a)brief)explanation.)For)example,)"If)you're)an)elephant,)you)use)your)nose)

to)give)yourself)a)bath."))

Citation:))Jenkins,)S.,)&)Page,)R.)(2009).)What)Do)You)Do)With)a)Tail)Like)This?)
New)York,)NY:)Houghton)Mifflin.)

Cost/Access:))$7.15)or)free)read)aloud)retrieved)November)9,)2014/)Length:)5:03)

minutes)from:)http://watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=34368)or)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du2AgfWrbGo)retrieved)November)12,)

2014/)Length:)1:51)minutes)(an)abbreviated)version)of)the)book)with)original)

illustrations,)but)not)the)complete)text)–)about)half….))

Recommended)Student)Activities:))Pop)Quiz))))

)))

540L' ' Do%You%Know%About%Fish?'

) ) Author:)Buffy)Silverman)

Genre:)Informational)

Length:)32)pages)

Synopsis:)In)this)informational)book,)students)learn)what)attributes)makes)a)fish)

a)fish.))

Citation:)Silverman,)B.)(2010).)Do)you)know)about)fish?)Minneapolis,)MN:)Lerner)

Publications.))

Cost/Access:)$7.23)(Also)available)in)digital)format).)

Recommended)Student)Activities:))Quiz)Maker)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)



Possible)Teaching)Suggestions)for)Texts:)

430L) What’s)Alive))

Author:)Kathleen)Weidner)Zoehfeld)

• This)corresponding)video)can)act)as)a)support)for)struggling)readers.))They)can)
watch)it)repeatedly)and)follow)along)with)the)book.))Make)headphones)available)for)
student)use.))

• Close[read)the)text)and)summarize)using)a)T[chart)(public)notes).)Use)the)sorting)
activity)using)living)and)non[living)pictures.)Students)can)complete)a)Goldfish)versus)
goldfish)cracker)science)investigation.)Students)can)compare)goldfish)to)goldfish)
crackers.)This)comparison)is)relatively)easy)as)the)fish)move)much)more)than)a)worm)
would.)Also,)the)kids)get)to)eat)goldfish)crackers)after)the)investigation.)Students)
can)use)a)recording)chart)that)asked)a)specific)question)using)key)vocabulary)about)
what)living)things)needed,)which)we)would)apply)to)both)the)goldfish)and)the)
goldfish)cracker.)The)students)may)quickly)discover)how)they)could)see)the)goldfish)
moving)but)cannot)hear)the)goldfish)crackers)breathing.))

• After)about)20)minutes)of)observation)and)comparison,)students)determine)which)
one)was)living,)and)non[living.)Students)can)then)write)about)the)investigation)and)
the)comparison)between)the)living)and)non[living)goldfish.))

)

N/A))))))“Living)and)Non[Living)Things”))

Author:)Unknown)

• Consider)www.crickweb.co.uk/ks1science.html,)which)provides)some)interactive)sorting)
opportunities.))On)this)website,)the)“Grouping)Animals”)and)“Adult)and)Baby)Animals”)games)can)
serve)as)a)pre[teaching)activity.)

) )



Supports)for)Struggling)Students)

'

• By)design,)the)gradation'of'complexity)within)each)Expert)Pack)is)a)technique)that)provides)

struggling)readers)the)opportunity)to)read)more)complex)texts.))Listed)below)are)other)

measures)of)support)that)can)be)used)when)necessary.)

)

• Provide)a)brief)studentOfriendly'glossary)of)some)of)the)academic)vocabulary)(Tier)2))and)

domain)vocabulary)(Tier)3))essential)to)understanding)the)text)

)

• Download)the)Wordsmyth)widget)to)classroom)computers/tablets)for)students)to)access)

student3friendly)definitions)for)unknown)words.))

http://www.wordsmyth.net/?mode=widget))

)

• Provide)brief)student'friendly'explanations)of)necessary)background)knowledge)

)

• Include)pictures'or'videos)related)to)the)topic)within)and)in)addition)to)the)set)of)resources)

in)the)pack)

)

• Select)a)small)number)of)texts)to)read'aloud)with)some)discussion)about)vocabulary)work)

and)background)knowledge)

)

• Provide)audio'recordings)of)the)texts)being)read)by)a)strong)reader)(teacher,)parent,)etc.))

'

• Chunk'the'text)and)provide)brief)questions)for)each)chunk)of)text)to)be)answered)before)
students)go)on)to)the)next)chunk)of)text)

)

• Pre3reading)activities)that)focus)on)the)structure''and'graphic'elements)of)the)text)

)

• Provide)volunteer'helpers)from)the)school)community)during)independent)reading)time.)

)

'



Step%3%on%Checklist%for%Creating%an%Expert%Pack%

*For%more%information%on%the%qualitative%dimensions%of%text%complexity,%visit%
http://www.achievethecore.org/content/upload/Companion_to_Qualitative_Scale_Features_Explained.pdf%

Text%Complexity%Guide%
%

What%Do%You%Do%With%a%Tail%Like%This?%by%Steve%Jenkins%and%Robin%Page%
%

1. Quantitative%Measure%
Go%to%http://www.lexile.com/%and%enter%the%title%of%the%text%in%the%Quick%Book%Search%in%the%upper%right%
of%home%page.%Most%texts%will%have%a%Lexile%measure%in%this%database.%%You%can%also%copy%and%paste%a%
selection%of%text%using%the%Lexile%analyzer.%
%

% %

%

%
%

2. Qualitative%Features%
Consider%the%four%dimensions%of%text%complexity%below.%For%each%dimension*,%note%specific%examples%
from%the%text%that%make%it%more%or%less%complex.%%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%
%

3. Reader%and%Task%Considerations%
What%will%challenge%students%most%in%this%text?%What%supports%can%be%provided?%

• Rereading%and%discussion%could%support%students%with%vocabulary%demands.%Many%of%the%words%can%be%supported%
with%discussion%and%illustration%from%the%book.%%

• Encouraging%students%to%make%connections%to%other%texts%in%the%set%could%support%and%deepen%understanding.%
• Use%graphic%organizers%like%the%It%says,%I%say,%and%So%Q%to%make%the%steps%from%observation%to%inference%more%

explicit.%
• Model%how%to%make%an%inference%over%and%over%again,%using%as%many%realQlife%examples%as%possible.%
• Recognize%that%the%background%knowledge%upon%which%inferences%are%drawn%will%be%different%for%each%student.%

Reassure%students%that%answers%can%be%different,%but%all%should%be%made%based%on%information%from%the%text.%
%

%

%

620L%

Meaning/Purpose% Structure%

2Q3%band%% 420%Q820L%
4Q5%band% 740%Q1010L%
6Q8%band% 925%Q%1185L%
9%Q10%band% 1050%–%1335L%
11%–%CCR%% 1185%Q%1385%

%

Language% Knowledge%Demands%

%% The%purpose%of%this%text%is%to%have%young%readers%explore%the%many%
amazing%things%animals%can%do%with%their%ears,%eyes,%mouths,%noses,%feet,%
and%tails.%%Students%will%be%challenged%to%use%their%inferring%skills.%They%
have%to%use%the%clues%in%the%text%and%add%to%those%clues%with%information%
they%may%already%know%about%specific%animals.%For%example,%based%on%
the%pictures%of%the%various%shapes%and%sizes%of%noses,%feet,%tails%and%
mouths,%students%make%a%guess%as%to%who%the%body%part%belongs%to%and%
how%the%animals%use%it.%

%

The%structure%is%supportive%in%that%it%is%clearly%organized%by%first,%posing%
a%question%and%then%answering%the%question%with%detailed%information%
about%each%animal’s%key%feature.%The%illustrations%show%the%key%animal%
body%part%and%show%how%the%animal%uses%their%featured%body%part;%this%
enhances%the%understanding%of%the%text.%The%sentence%structures%are%
complex%as%they%are%not%all%written%in%a%straight%line.%%

%

%
%

Some%of%the%sentences%contain%commas%and%are%not%
displayed%in%a%typical%way.%Vocabulary%is%somewhat%
complex%(guess,%platypus,%hyena,%mole,%breathe,%scorpion,%
jackrabbit,%pesky,%cricket,%knee).%The%use%of%question%words%
and%question%marks%may%add%to%the%complexity%of%this%text.%%

%

The%subject%matter%should%be%familiar%to%students%reading%
the%expert%pack.%%NonQliving%vs%living,%classification%of%
animals,%animal%life%cycle%and%animal%features%are%known%if%
the%texts%have%been%read%in%the%suggested%order.%%



Step%5%on%Checklist%for%Creating%an%Expert%Pack%

Expert'Pack:''Animals,%Animals%Everywhere!'

Submitted%by:% Stamford%
Grades:%KD1%%% % % % Date:%%December%2014%

%

%
%

1. Rolling'Knowledge'Journal'

!Note!to!Teacher:!This!can!be!done!whole!class!creating!a!large!chart/public!notes,!as!many!Kindergarten!students!are!
not!ready!to!keep!a!written!journal.!Journals!can!be!made!of!pictures!and!labeled.!
!

1. Read%each%selection%in%the%set,%one%at%a%time.%%
2. After%you%read%each%resource,%stop%and%think%what%the%big%learning%was.%What%did%you%learn%that%was%new%and!

important%about%the%topic%from%this!resource?%Write,%draw,%or%list%what%you%learned%from%the%text%about%
Animals.%%

3. Then%write,%draw,%or%list%how%this%new%resource%added%to%what%you%learned%from%the%last%resource(s).%%

Sample'Student'Response''

Title' Write,'Draw,'or'List'

% New'and'important'learning'about'the'

topic'

How'does'this'resource'add'to'what'I'

learned'already?'

1. What’s!Alive!

%

What%makes%something%alive%and%what%
all%living%things%need%to%stay%healthy% %

2. “Living%and%NonD
living”%

Grouping%animals%and%mother%and%baby%
animal%matching%

Animals%are%living%things%and%living%things%
need%air,%water%and%food%to%survive.%%

3. “Animals%Belong%in%
Class”% Children%learn%the%characteristics%of%each%

classification:%Mammals,%reptiles,%
amphibians,%fish,%birds%and%insects%

Mammals%are%covered%with%hair;%birds%are%
covered%with%feathers;%fish%breathe%
underwater;%reptiles%lay%egg;s%and%
amphibians%are%born%in%water%

4. Animal!Life!Cycles! Different%life%cycles%of%various%types%of%
animals%

All%animals%experience%some%type%of%life%
cycle%

5. Whose!Egg!is!This?!
Which%animal%begins%in%an%egg%

Certain%animals%begin%life%in%an%egg%while%
others%stay%inside%of%their%mother%until%time%
of%birth%

6. Baby!Animals!
Determining%factual%evidence%about%
specific%animals%

Facts%about%different%types%of%baby%animals.%%
For%example,%"emperor%penguin%dads%keep%
the%eggs%warm,"%and%"newborn%kittens%
cannot%see%or%hear."%%

7. “The%Baby%Animals”% Learning%the%names%of%baby%animals%and%
the%animals%they%are%called%as%adults% Names%of%the%adult%and%baby%animal%

Learning'Worth'Remembering'

Cumulative'Activities%–%The%following%activities%should%be%completed%and%updated%after%reading%each%resource%in%
the%set.%%The%purpose%of%these%activities%is%to%capture%knowledge%building%from%one%resource%to%the%next,%and%to%
provide%a%holistic%snapshot%of%central%ideas%of%the%content%covered%in%the%expert%pack.%%It!is!recommended!that!
students!are!required!to!complete!one!of!the!Cumulative!Activities!(Rolling!Knowledge!Journal!or!Rolling!
Vocabulary)!for!this!Expert!Pack.!!
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8. Move!%
Different%animal%movements%

Each%animal%has%a%specific%way%it%moves.%
Each%body%part%has%a%specific%purpose%in%
how%it%moves.%

9. “Healthy%Me:%Animal%
Moves”% We%can%move%just%like%the%animals% Imitating%the%way%animals%move%

10. What!Do!You!Do!
With!a!Tail!Like!
This?%

Animal%attributes% Identify%the%animal%name,%specific%attributes%
and%use%of%each%animal%attribute%

11. Do!You!Know!About!
Fish?%

Students%can%make%predictions%about%
the%different%characteristics%about%fish%

What%makes%a%fish%a%fish?%Fish%have%distinct%
characteristics%that%make%them%unique.%%

'

2. Rolling'Vocabulary:''“Sensational'Six”'

Note!to!Teacher!–!This!can!be!done!in!a!vocabulary!learning!center.!Students!can!sort!and!match!pictures!to!new!
words.!Words!can!be!defined!and!illustrated!and!placed!on!a!large!anchor!chart.'

• Read%each%resource%then%determine%the%6%words%from%each%text%that%most%exemplify%the%central%idea%of%the%
text.%

• Next%use%your%6%words%to%write%about%the%most%important%idea%of%the%text.%You%should%have%as%many%
sentences%as%you%do%words.%

• Continue%this%activity%with%EACH%selection%in%the%Expert%Pack.%%%
• After%reading%all%the%selections%in%the%Expert%Pack,%go%back%and%review%your%words.%
• Now%select%the%“Sensational%Six”%words%from%ALL%the%word%lists.%
• Use%the%“Sensational%Six”%words%to%summarize%the%most%important%learning%from%this%Expert%Pack.%

Title' Six'Vocabulary'Words'&'Sentences'

What’s!Alive!

%

Words:''animal,'hatching,'alive,'born,'grow,'breathe'

'

Sentences:%
1. An%animal%is%a%living%thing%that%is%not%a%plant.%
2. To%be%born%means%to%be%brought%into%life%by%the%process%of%birth.%
3. Hatching%means%to%be%born%by%coming%out%of%an%egg.%
4. Living%things%that%breathe%are%alive.%%
5. Living%things%grow.%

“Living%and%NonD
living”!

Words:''living,'nonQliving'

'

Sentences:%
1. A%living%thing%needs%food,%water,%and%shelter%to%survive.%
2. A%nonQliving%thing%is%not%made%up%of%living%or%live%material.%

“Animals%Belong%in%
Class”!

Words:''classes,'mammals,'bird,'fish,'amphibians,'arthropods'

'

Sentences:%
1. Animal%classes%are%groups%of%critters.%
2. Mammals%are%covered%with%hair.%
3. Bird%babies%are%hatched%from%hardDshelled%eggs.%
4. Fish%use%gills%to%breathe%under%water.%%
5. Amphibians%can%live%on%land%or%water.%
6. Arthropods%have%exoskeletons.%
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Animal!Life!Cycles! Words:'life'cycles,'patterns,'migration,'nature,'grow''

'

Sentences:%
1. A%life'cycle%is%when%a%living%thing%is%born%and%grows%up%to%be%an%adult.%
2. There%are%patterns%in%nature.%%
3. The%birds%migrate%to%different%parts%of%the%country.%
4. Nature%includes%all%animals,%plants,%land%and%water.%
5. Animals%change%as%they%grow.%%%%

Whose!Egg!is!This?! Words:''yolk,'leathery,'burrow,'upstream,'caterpillar,'centimeters'

'

Sentences:%
1. The%yolk%is%the%yellow%center%of%an%egg.%The%chicken%egg%starts%as%an%egg%yolk%inside%a%

hen.%
2. Snake%eggs%are%leathery%or%rubbery%to%the%touch%and%feel%like%a%little%bag%of%jelly%or%liquid.%
3. A%burrow%is%a%hole%or%tunnel%in%the%ground%that%an%animal%makes%to%live%in%or%hide%for%

safety.%
4. The%water%flows%upstream.%
5. The%butterfly%larvae%are%called%caterpillars.%
6. A%caterpillar%is%about%5%centimeters%long.%

Baby!Animals! Words:''true,'false,'baby,'female,'hatchlings,'newborn'

'

Sentences:%
1. It’s%true%that%baby%horses%are%called%foals.%
2. It’s%false%that%baby%cats%are%called%catalings.%%
3. Baby%dogs%are%called%puppies.%
4. The%adult%female%is%the%mother%who%gives%birth%to%the%baby.%%
5. A%baby%animal%that%comes%from%an%egg%is%called%a%hatchling.%
6. The%newborn%chick%breaks%the%egg%with%its%beak.%

“The%Baby%Animals”% Words:''foal,'calf,'lamb,'kid,'cub,'joey'

'

Sentences:%
1. A%foal%is%a%baby%horse.%
2. A%calf%is%a%baby%cow.%
3. A%lamb%is%a%baby%sheep.%
4. A%kid%is%a%baby%got.%
5. A%cub%is%a%baby%lion.%
6. A%joey%is%a%baby%kangaroo.%

Move!!

%

Words: move,'swings,'walk,'floating',dives,'swim'

'

Sentences:%
1. Animals%move%in%different%ways.%%
2. A%gibbon%swings%through%the%jungle%trees.%%
3. A%monkey%can%walk%on%two%back%legs.%%
4. A%jacana%walks%on%floating%lily%pads.%
5. A%blue%whale%dives%deep,%deep,%deep.%
6. An%armadillo%can%swim%in%water.%%

“Healthy%Me:%Animal%
Moves”%

Words:''stomp,'growl,'prowl,'pounce,'bounce,'waddle'

'

Sentences:%
1. The%elephants%stomp%the%ground%with%their%big%feet%and%legs.%
2. The%lions%growl%loudly%to%show%their%strength%and%go%on%the%prowl%and%pounce%when%



Step%5%on%Checklist%for%Creating%an%Expert%Pack%

they%hunt%for%food.%
3. Kangaroos%bounce%and%hop%around.%
4. Penguins%waddle%as%they%walk%and%move%slowly%on%the%ground.%

What!Do!You!Do!With!
a!Tail!Like!This?!

Words:''tail,'platypus,'elephants,'chameleon,'horned'lizard,'feet'

'

Sentences:%
1. If%you%are%a%lizard,%you%break%off%your%tail%to%get%away%from%predators%or%danger.%
2. A%platypus%uses%his%nose%to%dig%holes%in%the%mud.%
3. Elephants%use%their%nose%to%give%themselves%a%bath.%%
4. A%chameleon%can%look%two%ways%at%once.%
5. Horned'lizards%squirt%blood%from%their%eyes.%
6. A%gecko%uses%his%sticky%feet%to%walk%on%the%ceiling.%%

Do!You!Know!About!
Fish?!

Words:''scales,'fish,'whale'sharks,'goby,'seahorse,'school'

'

Sentences:%
1. Hard%thin,%flat%scales%cover%and%protect%the%body%of%a%fish.%
2. Fish%come%in%all%different%sizes%and%shapes.%
3. Whale'sharks%can%grow%larger%than%a%classroom.%
4. Goby%fish%are%fish%that%are%smaller%than%a%coin.%
5. A%seahorse%is%a%type%of%fish.%%
6. A%school%of%fish%is%a%large%number%of%one%kind%of%fish%swimming%together.%

Sensational%Six% animals,'live,'classes,'tail,'move,'life'cycles'

Summary:%%%
Animals%need%air,%water,%food%and%shelter%to%live%and%grow.'Animals%are%separated%into%groups%called%classes.%These%
different%classes%help%us%identify%different%animal%features%like%that%of%a%lizard%that%can%break%off%its%tail%to%get%away%
from%danger,%or%the%monkey%that%can%move%from%tree%to%tree%using%his%arms%and%tail.%Most%animals%including%fish,%
mammals,%reptiles%and%birds%have%very%simple%life%cycles.%They%begin%as%a%newborn%either%alive%from%their%mother%or%
hatched%from%eggs%and%then%they%grow%up%and%the%cycle%begins%again.%%
'

' '



Step%5%on%Checklist%for%Creating%an%Expert%Pack%

'

'
1. A'Picture'of'Knowledge'(Recommended%for%What’s!Alive,!Baby!Animals,!and!Whose!Egg!is!This?)'
• Teacher%can%do%this%whole%class%with%large%chart%paper%or%individual%students%can%take%a%piece%of%paper%and%

fold%it%two%times:%once%across%and%once%top%to%bottom%so%that%it%is%divided%into%4%quadrants.%%%

%

%

%

%

• Draw%these%shapes%in%the%corner%of%each%quadrant.%
1. Square%
2. Triangle%
3. Circle%
4. Question%Mark%

'

• Write!%

Square:%% % What%one%thing%did%you%read/listen%to%that%was%interesting%to%you?%
Triangle:% % What%one%thing%did%you%read/listen%to%that%taught%you%something%new?%
Circle:% % % What%did%you%read/listen%to%that%made%you%want%to%learn%more?%
Question%Mark:%% What%is%still%confusing%to%you?%%What%do%you%still%wonder%about?%

%
! Find%at%least%one%classmate%and%talk%to%each%other%about%what%you%put%in%each%quadrant.%%

%
2. Quiz'Maker%(Recommended%for%Do!You!Know!About!Fish?)'
• Make%a%list%of%3%questions%that%would%make%sure%another%student%understood%the%information.%
• Your%classmates%should%be%able%to%find%the%answer%to%the%question%from%the%resource.%
• Include%answers%for%each%question.%
• Include%the%where%you%can%find%the%answer%in%the%resource.%
%

Question' Answer'

'

Page'

Number'

1.%Ex.!What%do%a%shark,%a%seahorse%and%a%ray%have%in%
common?%

A%shark,%a%seahorse%and%rays%are%all%fish.%These%
fish%live%in%water.%%
%

5%

2.% %
%

%

Learning'Worth'Remembering''

Singular'Activities%–%the%following%activities%can%be%assigned%or'done'whole'class%for%each%resource%in%the%set.%%The%
purpose%of%these%activities%is%to%check%for%understanding,%capture%knowledge%gained,%and%provide%variety%of%ways%
for%students%to%interact%with%each%individual%resource.%%Students%may%complete%some%or%none%of%the%suggested%
singular%activities%for%each%text.%%Singular%activities%should%be%assigned%at%the%discretion%of%the%teacher.%

?'
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3.%% %
%

%

%

3. Wonderings'(Recommended%for%“Animals%Belong%in%Class”%–poem)

On%the%left,%track%things%you%don’t%understand%%%%%from%the%
poem%as%it%is%read%aloud.%
%

On%the%right%side,%list%some%things%you%still%wonder%(or%
wonder%now)%about%this%topic%

I’m'a'little'confused'about:' This'made'me'wonder:'

%
%
%
%
%
%
%

%
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4. 'Pop'Quiz'(Recommended%for%What!Do!You!Do!With!a!Tail!Like!This?)!!!!!!!!!!'
Answer%the%following%questions.%

%

5. Quiz'Maker'Q'www.quizmaker.com%(Recommended%for%Animal!Life!Cycles)'
a. Use%the%Website%template%to%create%life%cycle%quizzes.%%
b. Teachers%choose%a%question%template,%enter%questions%and%possible%answers,%video%clips,%audio,%or%

pictures%can%be%added.%
'

6. Act'It'Out!%(Recommended%for%Move!,%“The%Baby%Animals”%song,%and%“Animal%Moves”%song)'
a. Students%will%engage%with%the%resources%through%listening%or%viewing.%
b. Students%will%then%select%one%thing%they%learned%from%the%resource.%
c. Students%will%then%act%out%one%thing%that%they%learned%with%their%partner.%
d. Select%a%few%students%to%share%with%the%entire%class%

Question' Possible'Answer'

'

1. Explain%how%a%scorpion%uses%its%tail.%Use%the%example%
from%the%book.%%

A%scorpion%protects%itself%from%prey%by%using%its%tail%to%
sting%the%enemy.%%
%

2. How%would%an%animal%find%its%way%underground?%Use%
an%example%from%the%book.%
%

A%mole%uses%its%nose%to%find%its%way%underground.%
%

3. Why%are%eagle’s%eyes%important?%Use%examples%for%
the%book%to%describe%two%ways%eagles%use%their%eyes%
to%help%them%survive.%%

%

Eagles’%eyes%help%them%see%from%far%away.%Eagles%spot%
tiny%animals%from%high%in%the%sky.%These%animals%are%
food%for%the%eagle.%Eagles%need%food%to%survive.%%

4. Compare%how%chimpanzees%feed%themselves%to%how%%
you%feed%yourself.%%

I%use%my%hands%and%utensils%to%feed%myself.%A%
chimpanzee%uses%its%feet%to%grab%food%to%eat.%%
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%

Expert'Pack:''Animals,'Animals'Everywhere!'
'

Submitted%by:% Stamford%

Grades:%K?1%%% % % Date:%%December%2014%

%

Expert%Pack%Glossary%

%

What’s'Alive'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Animal%

%

An%animal%is%a%living%thing%that%is%not%a%plant.%Animals%need%food,%water%and%

shelter%to%live.%

Born%

%

%

To%be%born%means%to%be%brought%into%life%by%the%process%of%birth.%The%

puppies%were%born%in%the%morning.%Humans%celebrate%the%day%we%are%born,%

we%call%it%our%birthday.%

Hatching%

%

Hatching%means%to%be%born%by%coming%out%of%an%egg.%The%baby%chicks%hatch%

from%eggs.%

Alive%

%

Alive%means%to%have%life;%not%something%that%is%dead.%The%plants%and%animals%

are%alive.%

Growing% Growing%means%to%become%larger.%The%plant%is%growing%very%tall.%%

Breathing% Breathing%means%to%move%air%into%and%out%of%your%lungs.%We%breathe%in%and%

out%of%our%noses%and%our%mouths.% 
%

%

Animal'Life'Cycle'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Life%cycle%

%

A%life%cycle%is%when%a%living%thing%is%born%and%grows%up%to%be%an%adult.%The%

butterflies’%life%cycle%begins%with%a%caterpillar.%

Patterns%

%

A%pattern%is%the%regular%and%repeated%way%in%which%something%happens.%The%

stripes%on%our%flag%are%in%a%red%and%white%pattern.%

Migration%

%

%

Migration%happens%when%something%moves%from%one%area%to%another%at%

different%times%of%the%year.%We%see%birds%migrate%south%where%it’s%warm%

because%it’s%too%cold%here%in%the%north.%%

Nature%

%

Nature%is%made%up%of%things%that%are%not%made%by%people.%Plants,%animals,%

mountains%and%oceans%are%all%part%of%nature.%%%

%

%

%

Whose'Egg'is'This?'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Yolk% The%yolk%is%the%yellow%part%of%inside%of%an%egg.%%When%you%crack%open%an%egg,%

the%yellow%yolk%comes%out%together.%

Leathery%

%

%

Leathery%is%when%something%looks%and%feels%tough%and%flexible.%The%cow’s%

skin%is%leathery.%Whales%have%tough%leathery%bodies%so%they%can%survive%in%

the%rough%waves%of%the%sea.%
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%

Burrow%

%

%

A%burrow%is%a%hole%or%tunnel%in%the%ground%that%an%animal%makes%to%live%in%or%

hide%for%safety.%It’s%not%safe%to%poke%a%stick%into%an%animal’s%burrow.%You%

could%hurt%the%animal.%

Upstream%

%

Upstream%is%moving%opposite%of%the%regular%flow%of%the%river.%The%fish%swim%

upstream%and%the%shrimp%swim%downstream.%%

Centimeters% A%centimeter%is%a%metric%unit%of%length,%equal%to%one%hundredth%of%a%meter.%

One%centimeter%is%much%smaller%than%one%inch.%%

%

% %

Baby'Animals'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Puppy%

%

A%puppy%is%a%baby%dog.%The%puppy%likes%to%run%in%the%grass%for%exercise.%The%

puppy%drinks%milk%from%his%mother.%

Kitten% A%kitten%is%a%baby%cat.%A%kitten%likes%to%play%with%a%ball%of%yarn.%%

Foal% A%foal%is%a%baby%horse.%A%foal%has%very%long%legs%when%it%is%first%born.%%

Chick% A%chick%is%a%baby%chicken.%A%chick%hatches%from%an%egg.%A%chick%uses%its%beak%

to%break%the%egg%shell.%%

Lamb% A%lamb%is%a%baby%sheep.%A%lamb%can%walk%soon%after%its%born.%

%

%

Move!'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Move%

%

Move%means%to%cause%something%to%go%from%one%place%to%another.%She%

moved%her%chair%closer%to%the%table.%%

Swing%

%

%

Swing%is%moving%backward%and%forward%or%from%side%to%side%while%hanging%

from%something.%The%monkeys%swing%from%tree%to%tree.%We%can%swing%on%the%

monkey%bars%on%the%playground.%

Dance%

%

Dance%is%when%a%body%moves%to%a%rhythm.%We%dance%at%the%birthday%party%to%

our%favorite%music.%

Float%

%

Float%is%when%something%moves%in%a%quiet%way%usually%in%the%air.%A%balloon%

can%float%into%the%air.%Sometimes%we%can%see%dust%floating%in%the%air.%%

Leap%

%

Leap%is%when%something%jumps%from%a%surface%into%the%air.%The%frogs%leap%

from%one%lily%pad%to%another.%%

Slide%

%

%

Slide%is%when%something%moves%or%passes%smoothly%and%easily%into%or%out%of%

something.%The%firemen%slide%down%the%pole%in%the%firehouse.%We%like%to%

slide%across%the%ice%at%the%ice%skating%rink.%%

%

%

What'Do'You'Do'With'a'Tail'Like'This?'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Tail%

%

A%tail%is%the%part%of%an%animal's%body%that%comes%from%the%animal's%back%end.%

The%monkey%has%a%long%tail%and%he%uses%it%to%swing%from%tree%to%tree.%%

Platypus%

%

A%platypus%is%a%small%animal%that%has%a%bill%like%a%duck.%The%platypus%likes%to%

swim%in%water.%The%platypus%has%a%fury%body.%

Chameleon% A%chameleon%is%a%lizard%that%can%change%the%color%of%its%skin.%The%chameleon%
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%

%

%

can%change%its%body%color%to%look%like%a%rock%or%a%leaf.%The%chameleon%

changes%its%body%color%to%hide%from%enemies.%%

Horned%Lizard%

%

A%horned%lizard%is%a%type%of%lizard%with%spines%on%its%skin.%Horned%lizards%have%

rough%skin%and%they%live%in%the%desert.%%

Elephant%

%

An%elephant%is%a%very%large%gray%animal%that%has%a%long,%flexible%nose%and%

two%long%tusks.%You%can%go%visit%an%elephant%at%the%zoo.%%

%

%

Do'You'Know'About'Fish?'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Fins%

%

Fins%are%the%thin%flat%part%that%sticks%out%from%the%body%of%a%fish.%A%fish%uses%

its%fins%to%help%it%swim.%%

Hatching% Hatching%is%the%birth%coming%out%of%an%egg.%The%chick%hatches%from%an%egg.%%

Breathing%

%

Breathing%is%the%movement%of%air%into%and%out%of%your%lungs.%We%use%our%

noses%and%mouths%to%breathe%in%and%out.%%

Perch%

%

Perch%is%something%that%a%bird%sits%on%or%when%a%bird%sits%on%something.%The%

bird%perches%on%the%tree%branch%in%front%of%our%school.%%%

Pouch%

%

%

Pouch%is%a%pocket%of%skin%on%an%animal%that%is%used%to%carry%a%baby%animal.%

The%kangaroo%puts%the%baby%kangaroo%in%its%pouch%so%that%it%can%be%safe%and%

grow%big%and%strong.%%

%

%

“The'Baby'Animals”'Song'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Foal%

%

A%foal%is%a%baby%horse.%%The%foal%was%very%wobbly%on%its%new%legs%as%it%began%

to%walk.%

Calf%

%

A%calf%if%a%baby%cow.%%When%a%calf%is%young,%it%drinks%milk%from%its%mother%

cow.%%

Lamb%

%

A%lamb%is%a%baby%sheep.%%The%lamb%stays%close%to%the%mother%sheep%after%is%is%

born.%%

Kid%

%

A%kid%is%a%baby%goat%or%another%name%for%a%human%child.%%The%kid%needs%its%

mother%to%survive.%%

Cub%

%

A%cub%is%another%name%for%a%baby%lion.%%Lion%cubs%live%with%the%other%cubs%

and%their%mother%lion%until%they%can%hunt%for%themselves.%

Joey%

%

A%joey%is%a%baby%kangaroo.%%Joeys%are%born%so%tiny%that%they%live%inside%of%a%

pouch%on%the%mother%kangaroo.%%

%

%

“Healthy'Me:'Animal'Moves”'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Stomp%

%

To%stomp%is%to%walk%heavily.%%I%stomped%up%the%stairs%as%loudly%as%I%could%

because%I%was%mad.%

Growl%

%

To%growl%is%to%make%a%deep%rumbling%sound%to%show%anger.%%My%dog%growled%

at%the%other%dog%that%tried%to%eat%his%food.%%

Pounce% To%jump%down%to%grab%or%take%something%quickly.%%The%basketball%player%
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%

% pounced%on%the%ball.%

Prowl%

%

To%move%around%slowly%and%secretly.%%The%cat%was%on%the%prowl%to%catch%the%

bug.%%

Bounce%

%

To%spring%back%or%up%after%hitting%something%else.%%The%ball%bounced%down%

the%stairs.%%

Waddle%

%

To%walk%using%short%steps%and%moving%from%side%to%side.%%The%duck%waddles%

into%the%water%from%the%grass.%%

%

%

“Living'and'NonFLiving'Things”'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Living% Living%means%to%have%life.%%All%living%things%need%water.%

Non?Living% Not%being%alive%or%having%life.%%A%book%is%a%non?living%thing.%%

%

%

“Animals'Belong'In'Class”'
%

Word% Student+Friendly%Definition%
Classes%

%

Classes%are%groups%of%animals%that%are%the%same%in%some%way.%A%group%of%

students%work%together%in%a%class.%We%have%many%classes%in%our%school.%%

Mammals%

%

%

Mammals%are%types%of%animals%that%drink%milk%from%its%mother.%There%are%

many%different%types%of%mammals%in%our%world.%Humans,%cows,%horses,%dogs%

and%cats%are%all%different%types%of%mammals.%%

Birds%

%

Birds%are%animals%that%have%wings%and%are%covered%with%feathers.%Birds%like%

to%fly%in%the%sky.%Birds%make%nest%in%trees.%%

Fish%

%

Fish%are%animals%that%live%in%water%and%breathe%with%gills.%Fish%swim%around%

in%water.%Fish%come%in%different%colors%and%sizes.%%

Amphibians%

%

Amphibians%are%animals%that%can%live%on%land%and%in%water.%A%frog%and%a%toad%

is%a%type%of%amphibian.%%

Arthropods%

%

Arthropods%are%insects%and%spiders.%%Bees,%grasshoppers,%mosquitos%and%

centipedes%are%different%types%of%arthropods.%%

%


