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12 EXT Lesson 10 

Introduction 
In this lesson, students work in their presentation groups to discuss Alexander’s use of rhetoric in their 
respective chapters of The New Jim Crow. Students answer focus questions in their presentation groups 
to attempt to reach consensus about the efficacy of Alexander’s use of rhetoric. Student learning is 
assessed via a Quick Write at the end of the lesson: Revisit the passage you identified for homework and 
explain how Alexander’s use of rhetoric makes the passage engaging or persuasive. 

For homework, students check the classwork they have completed against the requirements of the 12 
EXT Speaking and Listening Rubric and Checklist, and take notes regarding what areas still need 
preparation. Also, students reread the chapter or portions of the chapter to clarify any sections of the 
argument or uses of rhetoric that remain unclear. 

Standards 

Assessed Standard(s) 

RI.11-12.6 Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

Addressed Standard(s) 

SL.11-12.1.a, c, 
d 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange 
of ideas. 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning 
and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; 
clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
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evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 
determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 

Assessment 

Assessment(s) 

Student learning is assessed via a Quick Write at the end of the lesson. Students respond to the 
following prompt, citing textual evidence to support analysis and inferences drawn from the text. 

• Revisit the passage you identified for homework and explain how Alexander’s use of rhetoric 
makes the passage engaging or persuasive. 

 Students may also select a new passage to analyze in the Quick Write. 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary Students May Identify 

• None.* 

*See 12 EXT 1 Lesson 9 for vocabulary from chapters 2, 3, and 4.  

Lesson Agenda/Overview 

Student-Facing Agenda % of Lesson 

Standards & Text: 

• Standards: RI.11-12.6, SL.11-12.1.a, c, d 

• Text: The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by 
Michelle Alexander, Chapters 2, 3, and 4 
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Learning Sequence: 
1. Introduction of Lesson Agenda 
2. Homework Accountability 
3. Group Discussion 
4. Introduction of Speaking and Listening Rubric and Checklist 
5. Quick Write 
6. Closing 

 
1. 5% 
2. 15% 
3. 55% 
4. 10% 
5. 10% 
6. 5% 

Materials 
• Copies of the 12 EXT Speaking and Listening Rubric and Checklist for each student 

• Student copies of the Short Response Rubric and Checklist (refer to 12 EXT Lesson 1) (optional) 

Learning Sequence 

How to Use the Learning Sequence 

Symbol Type of Text & Interpretation of the Symbol 
10% Percentage indicates the percentage of lesson time each activity should take. 

no 
symbol 

Plain text indicates teacher action. 
Bold text indicates questions for the teacher to ask students. 
Italicized text indicates a vocabulary word. 

 Indicates student action(s). 

 Indicates possible student response(s) to teacher questions. 

 Indicates instructional notes for the teacher. 

Activity 1: Introduction of Lesson Agenda 5% 

Begin by reviewing the agenda. In this lesson, students discuss the use and efficacy of rhetoric in 
supporting the central claim in each chapter of The New Jim Crow. 

 Students look at the agenda. 

Activity 2: Homework Accountability 15% 

Instruct students to take out their responses to the previous lesson’s homework assignment. (Identify a 
passage in your assigned chapter that you found particularly persuasive or engaging, and explain why.) 
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Instruct students to form their presentation groups and discuss the passages they identified for 
homework. 

Lead a brief whole-class discussion of student responses. 

 Students will return to their homework explanations in this lesson’s Quick Write. 

Activity 3: Group Discussion 55% 

Instruct students to join their presentation groups. Distribute students’ Quick Writes from the previous 
lesson. Instruct students to share their responses in their groups, and discuss any incomplete work from 
the previous lesson regarding the analysis of the claims and evidence in the chapter. 

 

Inform students that today’s group discussion will focus on identifying rhetoric and analyzing how the 
rhetoric effectively contributes to the persuasiveness of Alexander’s claims in this chapter and her 
central claim in the text. Explain to students that the goal of the discussion is to use evidence and 
examples to move toward consensus about the effectiveness of Alexander’s use of rhetoric, so different 
opinions should be respected and resolved. Remind students to cite examples from the text to support 
their ideas. 

Explain that this discussion is part of the preparation for the group presentations, so students should 
take notes of the examples of rhetoric as well as any unanswered questions regarding Alexander’s 
claims and evidence. 

Post or project the following questions to guide group discussions: 

Identify and describe some of the rhetorical techniques the author uses in this chapter. 

How do these techniques advance Alexander’s claims in this chapter and her central claim in the text? 

Which examples of rhetoric are most engaging or persuasive? Why? 

Circulate and support as necessary. 

Activity 4: Introduction of Speaking and Listening Rubric and Checklist 10% 

Distribute copies of the 12 EXT Speaking and Listening Rubric and Checklist. Review the rubric and 
checklist with students and ask if students have any questions about the expectations outlined in the 
rubric or checklist. 
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Activity 5: Quick Write 10% 

Instruct students to respond briefly in writing to the following prompt: 

Revisit the passage you identified for homework and explain how Alexander’s use of rhetoric makes 
the passage engaging or persuasive. 

 Display the prompt for students to see, or provide the prompt in hard copy. 

Transition to the independent Quick Write. 

 Students independently answer the prompt using evidence from the text. 

 Consider using the Short Response Rubric to assess students’ writing. Students may use the Short 
Response Rubric and Checklist to guide their written responses. 

Activity 6: Closing 5% 

Display and distribute the homework assignment. For homework, instruct students to check the 
classwork they have completed against the requirements of the 12 EXT Speaking and Listening Rubric 
and Checklist, and take notes regarding what areas still need preparation. Also for homework, instruct 
students to reread the chapter or portions of the chapter to clarify any sections of the argument or uses 
of rhetoric that remain unclear. 

 Students follow along. 

Homework 
Check the classwork you have completed against the requirements of the 12 EXT Speaking and Listening 
Rubric and Checklist, and take notes regarding what areas still need preparation. Also, reread the 
chapter or portions of the chapter to clarify any sections of the argument or uses of rhetoric that remain 
unclear. 
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12 EXT Speaking and Listening Rubric         /           (Total points) 
Criteria 4 – Responses at this Level: 3 – Responses at this Level: 2 – Responses at this Level: 1 – Responses at this Level: 

Content and Analysis 

The extent to which the response 
delineates and evaluates the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.R.8 

Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, including the validity of the 
reasoning as well as the relevance 
and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Skillfully delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning 
as well as the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence.  

Accurately delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
including the validity of the reasoning 
as well as the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 

With partial accuracy delineate and 
partially evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, including the 
validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 

Inaccurately delineate or minimally 
evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, including the validity 
of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 

Content and Analysis 

The extent to which the response 
determines an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text in which 
the rhetoric is particularly 
effective and analyzes how style 
and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness, or beauty 
of the text.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.11-12.6 

Determine an author’s point of 
view or purpose in a text in which 
the rhetoric is particularly 
effective, analyzing how style and 
content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the 
text. 

Precisely determine an author’s point 
of view or purpose in a text in which 
the rhetoric is particularly effective; 
skillfully analyze how style and 
content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

Accurately determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose in a text in 
which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective; accurately analyze how style 
and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

Partially determine an author’s point 
of view or purpose in a text in which 
the rhetoric is particularly effective; 
with partial accuracy, analyze how 
style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness, or beauty of 
the text. 

Inaccurately determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose in a text in 
which the rhetoric is particularly 
effective; inaccurately analyze how 
style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness, or beauty of 
the text. 

Command of Evidence and Demonstrate thorough preparation 
for the discussion by explicitly drawing 

Demonstrate preparation for the 
discussion by explicitly drawing on 

Demonstrate partial preparation for 
the discussion by inconsistently 

Demonstrate a lack of preparation for 
the discussion by rarely drawing on 
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Criteria 4 – Responses at this Level: 3 – Responses at this Level: 2 – Responses at this Level: 1 – Responses at this Level: 

Reasoning 

The extent to which the speaker 
demonstrates preparation for the 
discussion by explicitly drawing on 
evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue to 
stimulate a thoughtful, well-
reasoned exchange of ideas.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively 
in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1.a 

Come to discussions prepared, 
having read and researched 
material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by 
referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or 
issue to stimulate a thoughtful, 
well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

The extent to which the speaker 
propels conversations by posing 
and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; 
ensures a hearing for a full range 
of positions on a topic or issue; 
clarifies, verifies, or challenges 
ideas and conclusions; and 
promotes divergent and creative 
perspectives. 

on precise and sufficient evidence 
from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a 
thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of 
ideas. (SL.11-12.1.a) 

Skillfully propel conversations by 
consistently posing and responding to 
questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; actively ensure a hearing for 
a full range of positions on a topic or 
issue; consistently clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and 
actively promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. (SL.11-12.1.c) 

 

relevant and sufficient evidence from 
texts and other research on the topic 
or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, 
well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
(SL.11-12.1.a) 

Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions on 
a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and 
promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. (SL.11-12.1.c) 

drawing on relevant or sufficient 
evidence from texts and other 
research on the topic or issue, 
occasionally stimulating a thoughtful, 
well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
(SL.11-12.1.a) 

Somewhat effectively propel 
conversations by inconsistently posing 
and responding to questions that 
probe reasoning and evidence; 
occasionally ensure a hearing for a full 
range of positions on a topic or issue; 
inconsistently clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and 
occasionally promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. (SL.11-12.1.c) 

relevant or sufficient evidence from 
texts or other research on the topic or 
issue, rarely stimulating a thoughtful 
or well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
(SL.11-12.1.a) 

Ineffectively propel conversations by 
rarely posing or responding to 
questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; rarely ensure a hearing for a 
full range of positions on a topic or 
issue; rarely clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and 
rarely promote divergent and creative 
perspectives. (SL.11-12.1.c) 
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Criteria 4 – Responses at this Level: 3 – Responses at this Level: 2 – Responses at this Level: 1 – Responses at this Level: 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1.c 

Propel conversations by posing and 
responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a 
hearing for a full range of positions 
on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, 
or challenge ideas and conclusions; 
and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. 

Collaboration and Presentation 

The extent to which the speaker 
responds to diverse perspectives; 
synthesizes comments, claims, 
and evidence made on all sides of 
an issue; resolves contradictions 
when possible; and determines 
what additional information or 
research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the 
task. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively 
in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grades 11–12 topics, 
texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.1.d 

Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives; synthesize 
comments, claims, and evidence 
made on all sides of an issue; 
resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what 

Skillfully respond to diverse 
perspectives; skillfully synthesize 
comments, claims, and evidence made 
on all sides of an issue; frequently 
resolve contradictions when possible; 
and precisely determine what 
additional information or research is 
required to deepen the investigation 
or complete the task. (SL.11-12.1.d) 

Effectively respond to diverse 
perspectives; accurately synthesize 
comments, claims, and evidence made 
on all sides of an issue; resolve 
contradictions when possible; and 
accurately determine what additional 
information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete 
the task. (SL.11-12.1.d) 

Somewhat effectively respond to 
diverse perspectives; with partial 
accuracy, synthesize comments, 
claims, and evidence made on all sides 
of an issue; occasionally resolve 
contradictions when possible; and 
determine with partial accuracy what 
additional information or research is 
required to deepen the investigation 
or complete the task. (SL.11-12.1.d) 

Ineffectively respond to diverse 
perspectives; inaccurately synthesize 
comments, claims, and evidence made 
on all sides of an issue; rarely resolve 
contradictions when possible; and 
inaccurately determine what 
additional information or research is 
required to deepen the investigation 
or complete the task. (SL.11-12.1.d) 
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Criteria 4 – Responses at this Level: 3 – Responses at this Level: 2 – Responses at this Level: 1 – Responses at this Level: 

additional information or research 
is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 

Collaboration and Presentation 

The extent to which the response 
presents information, findings, 
and evidence, conveying a clear 
perspective, such that listeners 
can follow the line of reasoning; 
and address alternative or 
opposing perspectives. The extent 
to which the response 
demonstrates organization, 
development, substance, and 
style appropriate to the purpose, 
audience, and task. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and 
supporting evidence, conveying a 
clear and distinct perspective, such 
that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning, alternative or opposing 
perspectives are addressed, and 
the organization, development, 
substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, 
and a range of formal and informal 
tasks. 

Skillfully present information, findings, 
and evidence, conveying a clear and 
distinct perspective, such that 
listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning; skillfully address 
alternative or opposing perspectives. 
Demonstrate skillful organization, 
development, substance, and style 
appropriate to the purpose, audience, 
and task. 

 

Present information, findings, and 
evidence, conveying a clear 
perspective, such that listeners can 
follow the line of reasoning; address 
alternative or opposing perspectives. 
Demonstrate organization, 
development, substance, and style 
appropriate to the purpose, audience, 
and task. 

 

Somewhat effectively present 
information, findings, and evidence, 
conveying an indistinct perspective, 
such that listeners struggle to follow 
the line of reasoning; insufficiently 
address alternative or opposing 
perspectives. Demonstrate 
organization, development, 
substance, and style somewhat 
appropriate to the purpose, audience, 
and task. 

Ineffectively present information, 
findings, and evidence with an unclear 
perspective, failing to establish a clear 
line of reasoning or address 
alternative or opposing perspectives. 
Rarely demonstrate organization, 
development, substance, and style 
appropriate to the purpose, audience, 
and task. 

 

• A response that is a personal response and makes little or no reference to the task or text can be scored no higher than a 1.  
• A response that is totally copied from the text with no original writing must be given a 0.  
• A response that is totally unrelated to the task, illegible, incoherent, blank, or unrecognizable as English must be scored as a 0.  
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12 EXT Speaking and Listening Checklist 
Assessed Standards:           

 Does my response… ✔ 

Content and Analysis Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text? (CCRA.R.8)  

Evaluate the validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence? (CCRA.R.8)  

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text? 
(RI.11-12.6)   

Analyze how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text? (RI.11-12.6)  

Command of Evidence 
and Reasoning 

Explicitly draw on evidence from texts and/or other research 
on the topic or issue? (SL.11-12.1.a)  

Pose and respond to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence? (SL.11-12.1.c)  

Ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or 
issue? (SL.11-12.1.c)  

Clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions? (SL.11-
12.1.c)  

Promote divergent and creative perspectives? (SL.11-12.1.c)  

Collaboration and 
Presentation 

Respond to diverse perspectives? (SL.11-12.1.d)  

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, 
conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning? (SL.11-12.4) 

 

Address alternative or opposing perspectives? (SL.11-12.4)  

Demonstrate organization, development, substance, and 
style appropriate to the specific purpose, audience, and 
task? (SL.11-12.4) 
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