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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique: 

Use of Evidence in the Two-Voice Poem 
 

 

Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

With support from peers and adults, I can use a writing process to ensure that purpose and audience have been addressed. (W.7.5) 
I can produce clear and coherent writing that is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (W.7.4) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can critique my partner’s two-voice poem using the rubric. 

• I can revise my work by incorporating feedback from my partner.  

• Two-voice poem drafts 
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique: 

Use of Evidence in the Two-Voice Poem 
 

 

Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening  

A. Review Learning Targets Entry Task(5 minutes) 

2. Work Time   

A. Set Expectations for Peer Critique (5 minutes)  

B. Peer Critique Protocol (20 minutes) 

C. Incorporating Peer Feedback to Revise Two-Voice 
Poem (10 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Revisit Learning Targets (3 minutes) 

B. Reminder about End of Unit Assessment (2 
minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Revise Two-Voice Poem 

• This lesson includes peer critique. Critiques simulate the experiences students will have in the 
workplace and thus help build a culture of achievement in your classroom. 

• In the final performance task in Unit 3, Lesson 6, students will be reading their two-voice poems with a 
partner. To give students an opportunity to become familiar with each other’s poems, the partner they 
work with during this lesson should be the same person with whom they will read their poem in Lesson 
6.  

• If your students are unfamiliar with peer critique, consider assigning them to groups of three. Include at 
least one student in each group who you think will give strong feedback. Doing so can help students 
become more familiar with the process.  

• To show students how to incorporate feedback, this lesson plan suggests asking a student volunteer to 
share her or his work and the feedback s/he received from peers. Read Work Time Part C to understand 
this process and how to prepare in advance with this student volunteer (at the end of Work Time B).  

• An alternative is to use the “sample” poem (see supporting materials) to critique.   

• This “sample” poem is different from the model poem students have seen in previous lessons: the 
sample poem.  If you choose to demonstrate peer critique using this sample poem, see the document 
called Peer Critique recording form for the sample poem (in supporting materials) as a reference. Then 
prepare to think aloud about how you, if you were the author of the sample poem, might incorporate the 
feedback on this peer critique form in order to revise.  

This peer critique protocol is similar to the Praise-Question-Suggest protocol. That is used intentionally 
to build student capacity. Students will engage in a similar protocol in Module 2. 

• Pair students up for two-voice poem work.  

• Post: Peer Critique Expectations and Directions 
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique: 

Use of Evidence in the Two-Voice Poem 
 

 

Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

critique, incorporate feedback  
 

• Entry task (one per student) 

• Peer Critique Expectations and Directions (one to display) 

• Peer Critique recording form (one per student) 

• Document camera 

• Sample poem for revision (one to display; see Teaching Note above) 

• Peer Critique recording form for sample poem (for Teacher Reference) 

 

Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Review Learning Targets Entry Task (5 minutes)  
• As students enter the room, distribute the entry task.  

• Give students 3 minutes to complete the task. Then, ask them to share their answers with a partner.  

• Cold call a pair to explain what critique means. Listen for: “Critique means to give feedback” or “Critique means to say what’s 
good and what needs to be improved.” Clarify if necessary. Add that, as a part of giving feedback, it is often helpful to ask the 
author questions. For instance: “Can you explain why you are having the character say that?” or “What does the character 
mean by that?”  

• Repeat with incorporate feedback. Listen for students to say: “use suggestions to make our poems better.” 

• Explain to students that today they will work with a partner to critique each other’s poems, and then incorporate the 
feedback to improve their own poem. 

• Asking students to provide feedback 
to their peers based on explicit 
criteria benefits both students in 
clarifying the meaning of the 
learning target.  

• Consider pairing students who need 
extra support together. Then, during 
peer critique time, spend time 
working with those pairs.   
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique: 

Use of Evidence in the Two-Voice Poem 
 

 

Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Set Expectations for Peer Critique (5 minutes) 
• Tell students that they will engage in a peer critique protocol today to get feedback to help improve their two-voice poem.  

• Invite students to look at the Peer Critique Expectations and Directions. Review the expectations. Let students know 
that these four points are crucial for success:   

• Be kind: Always treat others with dignity and respect. This means we never use words that are hurtful, including sarcasm. 

• Be specific: Focus on particular strengths and weaknesses, rather than making general comments such as “It’s good” or “I 
like it.” Provide insight into why it is good or what, specifically, you like about it. 

• Be helpful: The goal is to contribute positively to the individual, not simply to be heard. Be sure your comments contribute to 
improving your partner’s poem before you say them.   

• Participate: Peer critique is a process to support each other, and your feedback is valued! 

• Explain the steps for the peer critique. Emphasize that this is focused only on the Command of Evidence row of the rubric.  

• Ask students to give you a thumbs-up if they understand the directions or a thumbs-down if they aren’t sure. Call on a 
student with a thumbs-up to explain again. Listen for the student to paraphrase the posted expectations and directions. If 
there is any confusion, clarify for the class.  

• Distribute the Peer Critique recording form.  

• Tell students that they will focus their feedback using the Command of Evidence row on the two-voice poem rubric. Review 
the criteria in the Command of Evidence row. Remind students that, for this feedback to be helpful, they should focus only 
on this specific area and should give lots of feedback. Pointing out misspelled words or incorrect punctuation will not be 
helpful at this point in the writing process. 

• Let students know that the partner with whom they are working today will be the same as the person who will hear their 
two-voice poem in Lesson 6. This gives them a chance to become familiar with their partner’s poem. 

 

B. Peer Critique Protocol (20 minutes)  
• Invite students to sit with their partner and begin the protocol.  

• As students are giving each other feedback, circulate around the room. Make sure they are focused on the Command of 
Evidence criteria of the rubric. Consider using this time to address questions or support students who need it.  
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique: 

Use of Evidence in the Two-Voice Poem 
 

Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Also during this time, privately ask for a student volunteer to share her/his poem and Peer Critique recording form for you 
to model how to incorporate feedback. Invite students to sit with their partner and begin the protocol.  

• As students are giving each other feedback, circulate around the room. Make sure they are focused on the Command of 
Evidence criteria of the rubric. Consider using this time to address questions or support students who need it.  

• Also during this time, privately ask for a student volunteer to share her/his poem and Peer Critique recording form for you 
to model how to incorporate feedback. 

 

C. Incorporating Peer Feedback to Revise Two-Voice Poem (10 minutes) 
• Refocus the whole group. Display the student volunteer’s poem or the sample poem on the document camera.  

• If using a student’s poem, ask him or her to read it aloud, or you read it aloud for the class. Then ask him or her to display 
his/her Peer Critique recording form. Invite the student to think out loud about specific feedback received and how it might 
be used to revise the poem. Guide or model as needed (e.g., asking: “So what do you think you will do about that piece of 
feedback?” or “If I were you, I might think about ... when I revised.”  

• If using the sample poem, read it aloud. Then display the Peer Critique recording form and model how you might 
incorporate feedback if this were your poem. (See the Peer Critique recording form for sample poem, for teacher reference) 

• Point out that feedback may not always be helpful. For instance, in the sample poem, one suggestion is to take out the quote 
that says: “Every year when the rains stopped and the pond near the village dried up,” (26), but this idea actually helps 
develop the main idea. It is up to the author to determine what feedback to incorporate.  

• Invite students to begin revising their poems. While they are working, circulate around the room. Take this opportunity to 
informally look over students’ work to make sure they are using the feedback well and focusing on annotating the lines 
where they need to make changes. 

 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Revisit Learning Targets (3 minutes)  
• Reread the learning targets. Ask students to turn to a partner and talk about the most helpful piece of feedback they received 

and how it helped them.   

• Checking in with learning targets 
helps students assess their own 
learning. This research-based 
strategy supports struggling 
learners most. 
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique: 

Use of Evidence in the Two-Voice Poem 
 

Closing and Assessment (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Reminder about End of Unit Assessment (2 minutes) 
• Remind students that the End of Unit Assessment is tomorrow and will focus on choosing the best evidence to support a 

claim.  

 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Make all revisions to your two-voice poem.   
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Entry Task 

 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Read these learning targets:  
      I can critique my partner’s two voice poem using the rubric. 
      I can revise my work by incorporating feedback from my partner.  

 

1.  Look at the first learning target.  What do you think critique means?   

 

 

 
 

 
 
2. Look at the second target.  What do you think it means to incorporate feedback? 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 
3. Make a prediction.  What will you being doing in class today? 
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique Expectations and Directions 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Expectations 

 
Be Kind: Treat others with dignity and respect.  

Be Specific: Focus on why something is good or what, particularly, needs improvement. 

Be Helpful: The goal is to help everyone improve their work. 

Participate: Support each other. Your feedback is valued! 

 
 

Directions 

 

1. Author and Partner: Review Command of Evidence row of the Two Voice Poem Rubric 

2. Author asks partner to read one voice of the poem.  Partners read aloud together.  

3. Partner: Gives feedback based on rubric criteria: “I like how you____________.  
     You might consider _______________.” 

4. Author: Records feedback 

5. Author: Says, “Thank you for _______________. My next step will be ____________.” 

6. Switch roles and repeat 

 

Directions for Revising My 
Poem 

 
1. Decide where you are going to add a revision note based on feedback.   

2. Write your revision note in the space above the sentence you want to change.  

3. Read through your entire narrative and continue to record your revision notes 

4. Review your revision notes to be sure they make sense. 
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique Recording Form  

 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Command of Evidence Criteria from Two Voice Poem Rubric 

4 3 2 1 0 

The main idea of 
the poem and the 
comparison of 
Salva and Nya are 
developed with 
well-chosen and 
concrete evidence 
and quotes from 
the texts.  

The main idea of 
the poem and the 
comparison of 
Salva and Nya are 
developed with 
relevant evidence 
and quotes from 
the texts.   

Some evidence 
and quotes from 
the texts help 
compare Salva 
and Nya and 
partially develop 
the main idea of 
the poem.   

 There is an 
attempt to use 
evidence and 
quotes from the 
texts, but they are 
generally invalid 
or irrelevant.  

There are no 
quotes or evidence 
from the texts or 
they are 
completely 
irrelevant to the 
topic of the poem.   
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique Recording Form  

 
 

Date:  Partner: 

Focus of Critique: Use of Evidence in my Two Voice Poem 

My partner liked … 
 
 
 
 
 

My partner suggested … 
 
 
 
 
 

If this were my final draft, my partner thinks I would have earned a (circle one) on the rubric for 
Command of Evidence. 
 

4  3  2  1  0 
 

My next step(s) … 
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Sample Poem for Revision  

 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 
When planning, only fill in one box in each row. 

 
Theme: How leaders help their people.                                   Big Idea: Leaders help people to make 
change 
 

Uncle Jewiir Both say this Nya’s Uncle 

Life challenges us… 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
…here in Sudan 

  “Every year when the rains 
stopped and the pond near the 
village dried up…”(26) 

 My people were forced to leave 
our village… 
 

 

   
…every year to find water 
 

…running for their lives 
 
 

  

“More than 4 million people 
were forced to flee their homes” 
(“Time Trip: Sudan’s Civil 
War”) 

  

 For my family, I would do 
anything.  
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Sample Poem for Revision  

 
 

Uncle Jewiir Both say this Nya’s Uncle 

 
 “’You only need to walk as far 
as those bushes, Salva’”(53) 

  

 I will take opportunities 
 
 

 

   “to create a future that might be 
different,”(Water for Sudan) 
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Sample Poem for Revision  

 
 

When planning, only fill in one box in each row. 
 

Theme: How leaders help their people.                                   Big Idea: Leaders help people to make 
change 
 

Uncle Jewiir Both say this Nya’s Uncle 

 
a refugee camp, 
 

 a well, 
 
a school. 

 Tomorrow will be better than 
today… 
 

 

 
…for Salva. 
 

 ... for Nya.   
 
 

1. Life and death in Darfur: Sudan’s refugee crisis continues.” Current Events, a Weekly Reader 
publication April 7, 2006 
 

2.  Linda Sue Park. A Long Walk to Water. Boston: Sandpiper by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010. 
 

3. Water for South Sudan website, waterforsouthsudan.org. 

 

 
 

Created by Expeditionary Learning, on behalf of Public Consulting Group, Inc. 
© Public Consulting Group, Inc., with a perpetual license granted to 
Expeditionary Learning Outward Bound, Inc. NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G7:M1:U1:L4  •  June 2014  •  13 
 



 

 

GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique Recording Form for Sample Poem  

(for Teacher Reference) 
 
 

Command of Evidence Criteria from Two Voice Poem Rubric 

4 3 2 1 0 

The main idea of 
the poem and the 
comparison of 
Salva and Nya are 
developed with 
well-chosen and 
concrete evidence 
and quotes from 
the texts.  

The main idea of 
the poem and the 
comparison of 
Salva and Nya are 
developed with 
relevant evidence 
and quotes from 
the texts.   

Some evidence 
and quotes from 
the texts help 
compare Salva 
and Nya and 
partially develop 
the main idea of 
the poem.   

 There is an 
attempt to use 
evidence and 
quotes from the 
texts, but they are 
generally invalid 
or irrelevant.  

There are no 
quotes or evidence 
from the texts or 
they are 
completely 
irrelevant to the 
topic of the poem.   

Date:  Partner: 

Focus of Critique: Use of Evidence in my Two Voice Poem 

My partner liked … 
 
how I started with a sentence that showed a similarity between the two characters. 
She also liked how I used the well, the refugee camp and the school to show how life would be better.  
That’s what the leaders (Uncle Jewiir and Nya’s uncle) wanted.   
 
 

My partner suggested … 
1. that I move the line that says “…to find water,” because it doesn’t make sense for both men to say 

it- it would be better if Nya’s uncle said it.     

2. 2. She also suggested that I take out the quote about the lake three days’ walk from Nya’s village 
because it doesn’t help develop the main idea of the poem.   

3. 3. I need to move the quote that Salva’s uncle says to his column of the poem.  It doesn’t make 
sense for Nya’s uncle to say that.   

4. 4. Take out the quote that says “Every year when the rains stopped and the pond near the village 
dried up,”(26) 
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GRADE 7: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 4 
Peer Critique Recording Form for Sample Poem  

(for Teacher Reference) 
 
 

If this were my final draft, my partner thinks I would have earned a (circle one) on the rubric for 
Command of Evidence. 
 

4  3  2  1  0 
 

My next step(s) … 
 
I need to move the quotes in suggestions number 1 and 2 above.  I need to take out the quote about 
three days’ walk.  I’m going to leave in the quote about the rains stopping every year because it 
helps support my main idea. 
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	When planning, only fill in one box in each row.
	When planning, only fill in one box in each row.

