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	Final Performance Task
	Opinion Speech: How Should U.S. Humanitarian Organizations Prioritize Aid to Neighboring Countries Following a Natural Disaster? 

How should U.S. humanitarian organizations prioritize their assistance to countries struck by a natural disaster, given the limited funds they have? After researching informational texts about natural disasters that have occurred in the Western Hemisphere and U.S. humanitarian organizations that offer international aid, write a speech in which you state your opinion about how U.S. humanitarian organizations should prioritize aid to neighboring countries following a natural disaster. Support your position with evidence from your research. You will then deliver this speech to the class. The final draft of the written speech centers on NYSP12 ELA Standards RI.5.7, RI.5.9, W.5.1, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.7, W.5.8, W.5.9, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, and L.5.6. The public speaking task centers on NYSP12 ELA Standards SL.5.4, SL.5.6, and L.5.6.


	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment
	Text-Dependent Short-Answer Quiz—the Effects of Natural Disasters

This assessment centers on NYSP12 ELA Standards RI.5.1, RI.5.3, and RI.5.4. After reading one new text on hurricanes, students will answer text-dependent multiple-choice and short-answer questions that assess their knowledge of how the formation of hurricanes is a causal relationship. They will also be expected to use strategies for finding the meaning of academic and scientific vocabulary in context (a skill they have been practicing all year). 

	End of Unit 1 Assessment
	On-Demand Essay “What Makes a Hurricane a Natural Disaster?”

This assessment has two parts.  Part 1 of this assessment is an essay that centers on NYSP12 ELA CCLS W.5.2, W.5.4, and W.5.9b. Part 2 of this assessment is a Science Talk that centers on NYSP12 ELA CCLS SL.5.1a, b, c, d, and f. After reading two articles on hurricanes, students will write an essay that answers the prompt “What makes a hurricane a natural disaster?” Students will be expected to support their discussion with evidence from the text(s). They will write a well-developed explanatory essay that contains a topic statement, two body paragraphs, and a concluding statement. In Part 2, students will prepare for and participate in a Science Talk in which they discuss with peers what a natural disaster is.


	Mid-Unit 2 Assessment
	Analyzing Narrator’s Point of View and Visual Elements: Chapter 13 of Dark Water Rising

This assessment centers on standards NYSP12 ELA CCLS, RL.5.6, RL.5.7, and L.5.5. Students will read an unfamiliar chapter from Dark Water Rising to answer multiple-choice and short-response text-dependent questions related to determining the meaning of language in context, how the narrator’s point of view influences the description of events, and analyzing how imagery is used to contribute meaning to the narrator’s description of events.

	End of Unit 2 Assessment
	Compare and Contrast How Authors Use the Narrator’s Point of View to Describe Events in Literature

This assessment centers on standards NYSP12 ELA CCLS RL.5.6, RL.5.9, W.5.2, W.5.4, and W.5.9.

How do authors use the narrator’s point of view to describe events in literature? After reading Eight Days and Dark Water Rising, students will write an essay that compares and contrasts Junior’s description of the earthquake in Haiti to Seth’s description of the Galveston hurricane of 1900 in order to demonstrate their understanding of how different narrators’ points of view influence how events in literature are described.


	Mid-Unit 3 Assessment
	Taking and Organizing Notes for a Public Speech 

This assessment centers on NYSP12 ELA Standards RI.5.7, W.5.7, W.5.8, and W.5.9. This mid-unit assessment is a planning task leading up to students’ final performance task. After reading informational texts about the Red Cross and the recent earthquake in Haiti, students will organize their notes from these texts in a graphic organizer. In their graphic organizer, students must state their opinion about how U.S. humanitarian aid organizations should prioritize their assistance to neighboring countries when they are struck by a natural disaster, and provide at least three clear reasons and supporting evidence. They also must incorporate key vocabulary they have learned through their reading.

	End of Unit 3 Assessment
	Draft Opinion Speech: How Should U.S. Humanitarian Organizations Prioritize Aid to Neighboring Countries Following a Natural Disaster?

This assessment centers on NYSP12 ELA Standards W.5.1, W.5.4, and L.5.3. Students will write a first draft of their final performance task of a speech stating their opinion of how U.S. humanitarian aid organizations would prioritize assistance to neighboring countries when they are struck by natural disasters, and support their opinion with reasons and evidence from their research.
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