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- GRADE 4: MODULE 2A: OVERVIEW
EXPEDITIONARY Researching to Build Knowledge and Teaching Others:
LEARNING Interdependent Roles in Colonial Times

Students learn about what life was like in Colonial America. They go on to study the  variety of texts), this module will foster students’ abilities to synthesize information

many roles people played in a colonial settlement and how necessary their from multiple sources and integrate research into their writing. At the end of the
interdependence was for survival. Students select one role to explore more deeply module, students participate in several critique experiences during the revision
through various forms of nonfiction texts. With an emphasis on making inferences, process as they write a research-based narrative that vividly describes an event in a
summarizing informational text, basic research (note-taking and pulling together colonist’s life.

information from a

Guiding Questions And Big Ideas

In what ways was interdependence in Colonial America essential to survival?

How can a writer portray life during Colonial America using historical accuracy?

Why do researchers use multiple sources?

Members of colonial communities were interdependent.

Experts use reading, viewing, and listening to gather and organize information from a variety of sources.

Synthesizing information from multiple sources helps me deepen my expertise on a topic.
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EXPEDITIONARY Researching to Build Knowledge and Teaching Others:
LEARNING Interdependent Roles in Colonial Times

Performance Task

Students will synthesize information from multiple sources to create a historically accurate narrative of how a colonial tradesperson helped a new family to the village
adjust to life in the colonies. They will produce multiple drafts and participate in several structured peer critiques as they work toward a final polished historical fiction
narrative. This task centers on W.4.3, W.4.4, W.4.5, W.4.6,W.4.9, and L.4.6.

Content Connections

This module is designed to address English Language Arts standards. However, the module intentionally incorporates Social Studies content that may align to additional
teaching during other parts of the day. These intentional connections are described below.

Big ideas and guiding questions are informed by the New York State Common Core K-8 Social Studies Framework:

Colonial America
e Groups of people who migrated to our local region and into New York State

< Ways that people depended on and modified their physical environments
 Lifestyles in the colonies—comparisons during different time periods
« Different types of daily activities, including social/cultural, political, economic, scientific/technological, or religious

» Ways that colonists depended on and modified their physical environments
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EXPEDITIONARY
LEARNING

CCS Standards: Reading—Literature Long-Term Learning Targets

RL.4.3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama,
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or
actions).

CCS Standards: Reading—Informational Text

RI1.4.1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.

R1.4.2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key
details; summarize the text.

R1.4.3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific,
or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific
information in the text.

R1.4.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words
or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.

RI1.4.7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in
charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web
pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the
text in which it appears.

R1.4.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including
history/social studies, science, and technical texts in the grades 4—5 text
complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the
range.

GRADE 4: MODULE 2A: OVERVIEW
English Language Arts Outcomes

« | can describe a story’s character, setting, or events using specific details from

the text.

Long-Term Learning Targets

« | can explain what a text says using specific details from the text.

I can make inferences using specific details from the text.

I can determine the main idea using specific details from the text.

I can summarize informational or persuasive text.

I can explain the main points in a historical, scientific, or technical text, using
specific details in the text.

I can determine the meaning of academic words or phrases in an informational
text.

I can determine the meaning of content words or phrases in an informational
text.

I can interpret information presented through charts, graphs, timelines, or Web
sites.

I can explain how visual or graphic information helps me understand the text
around it.

I can read grade-level informational texts proficiently and independently.

I can read above-grade informational texts with scaffolding and support.
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EXPEDITIONARY English Language Arts Outcomes
LEARNING

CCS Standards: Writing Long-Term Learning Targets

e W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and < | can produce writing that is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

e W.4.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and « With support from peers and adults, | can use the writing process to produce
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. clear and coherent writing.

e W.4.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including e With support, | can use technology to publish a piece of writing.
the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills
to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting.

« | can use technology to collaborate with others to produce a piece of writing.

« | can type at least one page of writing in a single setting.

e W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through « | can conduct a research project to become knowledgeable about a topic.
investigation of different aspects of a topic.

e W.4.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant « | can recall information that is important to a topic.
information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize

: ) ) - | can document what I learn about a topic by taking notes.
information, and provide a list of sources.

« | can sort my notes into categories.

« | can provide a list of sources | used to gather information.
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EXPEDITIONARY English Language Arts Outcomes
LEARNING

CCS Standards: Writing Long-Term Learning Targets

e W.4.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, < | can choose evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. reflection, and research.

— a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a — a. | can describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama,
character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or
the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). actions).

— b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how — b. I can explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support
an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.”). particular points in a text.

e W.4.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, =« | can write for a variety of reasons.
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

CCS Standards: Speaking & Listening Long-Term Learning Targets

« SL.4.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in |« | can effectively engage in discussions with diverse partners about 4th grade
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, topics and texts.

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. a. | can prepare myself to participate in discussions.

— a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material;
explicitly draw on that preparation and other information known about the
topic to explore ideas under discussion.

a. | can draw on information to explore ideas in the discussion.

b. I can follow our class norms when | participate in a conversation.

— b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. ¢. | can ask questions that are on the topic being discussed.

c. | can answer questions about the topic being discussed.

— ¢. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on
information, and make comments that contribute to the discussion and link
to the remarks of others.

c. | can connect my questions and responses to what others say.

d. After a discussion, | can explain what | understand about the topic being

— d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and discussed.
understanding in light of the discussion.

« SL.4.2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in | can paraphrase portions of a text that is read aloud to me.
diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. « | can paraphrase information that is presented in pictures and/or numbers.
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EXPEDITIONARY English Language Arts Outcomes
LEARNING

CCS Standards: Language Long-Term Learning Targets

e L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar < | can use grammar conventions to send a clear message to a reader or listener.
and usage when writing or speaking.

a. | can use relative pronouns (e.g.; who, whose, whom, which, that).
— a. Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and relative
adverbs (where, when, why).

a. | can use relative adverbs (e.g.; where, when, why).

b. I can use progressive verb tenses (e.g., | was walking; I am walking; I will
b. Form and use the progressive (e.g., | was walking; I am walking; I will be be walking).

walking) verb tenses.

o ) o c. I can use can, may, and must correctly.
¢. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various conditions.

o o ) ) d. I can use conventional patterns to order adjectives within sentences (e.g., a
d. Order adjectives within sentences according to conventional patterns (e.g., small red bag rather than a red small bag).

a small red bag rather than a red small bag).

— e. | can use prepositional phrases.

e. Form and use prepositional phrases. .
— f. I can write complete sentences.

— f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate

fragments and run-ons. — f. I can recognize fragmented and run-on sentences.

— g. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to/too/two; there/their). — 9. I can correctly use homophones (e.g., to/too/two; there/their).

e L.4.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English < | can use conventions to send a clear message to my reader.
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. — a. 1 can use correct capitalization in my writing.
— a. Use correct capitalization. — b. I can use commas and quotation marks to identify speech and quotations
— b. Use commas and quotation marks to mark direct speech and quotations from a text.
from a text. — ¢. | can use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound
— ¢. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction in a compound sentence. sentence.
— d. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. — d. I can spell grade-appropriate words correctly.

— d. I can use resources to check and correct my spelling.
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EXPEDITIONARY English Language Arts Outcomes
LEARNING

CCS Standards: Language Long-Term Learning Targets

e L.4.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning e | can use a variety of strategies to determine the meaning of words and phrases.
words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from

. — a. | can use context to help me to determine what a word or phrase means.
a range of strategies.

— b. I can use common affixes and roots as clues to help me determine what a

— a. Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to word means (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).

the meaning of a word or phrase. . . L .
— c. | can use resource materials (glossaries, dictionaries, thesauruses) to help

— b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues me determine the pronunciation and meaning of key words and phrases.

to the meaning of a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph).

— c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses),
both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify the
precise meaning of key words and phrases.

e L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and « | can accurately use fourth-grade academic vocabulary to express my ideas.
domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions,
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are
basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when
discussing animal preservation).

Central Texts

1. Elizabeth Raum, The Scoop on Clothes, Homes, and Daily Life in Colonial America, Life in the American Colonies series (North Mankato, MN: Capstone Press, 2012);
ISBN: 978-1-4296-7213-9.

2. Ann McGovern, If You Lived in Colonial Times, illustrated by June Otani (New York: Scholastic, 1992); ISBN: 978-0-590-45160-4.
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GRADE 4: MODULE 2A: OVERVIEW

Week at a Glance

Unit 1: Building Background Knowledge: Life in Colonial America

Weeks 1-2

Discovering the Topic: Inferring and
Confirming Using Evidence

Inferring: Close Read of Primary Source
Inferring: Who Was John Allen?

Explicit versus Inferred Information:
Learning about Farms in Colonial America

Taking Notes Using a Graphic Organizer:
Inferring about the Importance of Religion
in Colonial America

Paragraph Writing: The Role of Religion in
Colonial America

Inferring and Synthesizing about Life in
Colonial America

< | can explain what a text says using specific

details from the text. (R1.4.1)

I can make inferences using specific details
from the text. (R1.4.1)

| can determine the meaning of content
words or phrases in an informational text.
(R1.4.4)

I can explain how visual or graphic
information helps me understand the text
around it. (R1.4.7)

I can explain what a text says using specific
details from the text. (R1.4.1)

I can make inferences using specific details
from the text. (R1.4.1)

| can determine the meaning of content
words or phrases in an informational text.
(R1.4.4)

| can accurately synthesize information from
two texts on the same topic. (R1.4.9)

I can choose evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. (W.4.9)

e Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Inferring with
Pictures and Text (R1.4.1, R1.4.4, R1.4.7)

e End of Unit 1 Assessment: Inferring and
Synthesizing about Life in Colonial America
(from Two Texts) (R1.4.1, R1.4.4, R1.4.9,
W.4.9)
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GRADE 4: MODULE 2A: OVERVIEW

Week at a Glance

Unit 2: Case Study:

Weeks 3-5

Conducting Research on Colonial Trades

Close Reading: Colonial Craftsmen
Summary Writing: Colonial Trades

Word Choice: Colonial Trade Job
Application

Research: Looking for Research Categories
through a Book Browse

Conducting Research: Building Expertise on
One Colonial Trade

Text-Based Evidence: What Do We Need to
Look For?

Conducting Research

I can explain what a text says using specific
details from the text. (R1.4.1)

I can make inferences using specific details
from the text. (R1.4.1)

I can write informative/explanatory texts
that convey ideas and information clearly.
(wW.4.2)

I can document what I learn about a topic by
taking notes. (W.4.8)

e Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Inferring about the
Silversmith Trade in Colonial Times (R1.4.1,
W.4.2b and d, and W.4.8)
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EXPEDITIONARY Week at a Glance
LEARNING

Weeks 3-5,  Listening Comprehension: Williamsburg ¢ | can determine the main idea using specific | « End of Unit 2 Assessment: Synthesizing
continued Podcasts details from the text. (R1.4.2) Information from Text and Audio Resources
» Taking Notes as We Listen ¢ | can summarize informational text. (R1.4.2) (R1.4.2,R1.4.4,R1.4.9,W.4.8, and SL.4.2)

e Comparing Information on the Same Topic ¢ | can determine the meaning of content
words or phrases in an informational text.
(R1.4.4)

| can accurately synthesize information from
two texts on the same topic. (R1.4.9)

« Selecting Informational Text: Colonial Trade
Books

e Synthesizing: Trade Research from Multiple
Texts
¢ | can document what I learn about a topic by

e A Quality Short Constructed Response:
taking notes. (W.4.8)

Writing about My Colonial Trade
I can document what | learn about a topic by

e Synthesizing with Visuals: How Colonists
sorting evidence into categories. (W.4.8)

Were Interdependent
« | can paraphrase portions of a text when
reading or listening to information being

presented. (SL.4.2)
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GRADE 4: MODULE 2A: OVERVIEW
Week at a Glance

Unit 3: Culminating Project: Historically Accurate Narrative about Colonial America

Weeks 6-8 e Preparing to Write Historical Fiction:
Examining Documents

» Planning ldeas: Developing a Basic Colonial
Character Profile

< Planning ldeas: Developing a Historically
Accurate Event

< Planning Organization: Sequencing an Event

< | can write informative/explanatory texts « Mid-Unit Assessment: Drafting a Historical
that convey ideas and information clearly. Fiction Narrative (W.4.2b, W.4.3a, W.4.4,
w.4.2) W.4.9)

« | can develop the topic with facts,
definitions, details, and quotations. (W.4.2b)

e | can craft narrative texts. (W.4.3)

¢ | can produce writing that is appropriate to
task and purpose. (W.4.4)

< | can choose evidence from fourth-grade
literary or informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research. (W.4.9)
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GRADE 4: MODULE 2A: OVERVIEW
Week at a Glance

Weeks 6-8,
continued

Peer Critique: Learning How to Give and
Receive Useful Feedback

Peer Critique: Historical Accuracy of ldeas

Revision for Organization: Beginnings,
Transitions, and Endings

Peer Critique for Organization
Editing for Conventions

Publishing Historical Fiction Narrative

¢ | can write informative/explanatory texts e End of Unit 3 Assessment: On-Demand
that convey ideas and information clearly. Historical Narrative (W.4.2b, W.4.3, W.4.9)
(W4.2) e Performance Task: Historically Accurate
« | can develop the topic with facts, Narrative of an Event in an American
definitions, details, and quotations. (W.4.2b) Colonist’s Life (W.4.2b, W.4.3, W.4.4, W .4.5,
W.4.6, W.4.9)

e | can craft narrative texts. (W.4.3)

e | can produce writing that is appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience. (W.4.4)

« With support, | can use the writing process
to produce clear and coherent writing.
(W.45)

» With support, | can use technology to
publish a piece of writing. (W.4.6)

¢ | can choose evidence from fourth-grade
literary or informational texts to support
analysis, reflection, and research. (W.4.9)

« | can use conventions to send a clear
message to my reader. (L.4.1, L.4.2,L.4.3)
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