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Introduction
In this lesson, students analyze pages 259–281 of Song of Solomon (from “The women’s hands were empty. No pocketbook, no change purse” to “on the earth and on the place where he walked. And he did not limp”), in which Milkman survives Guitar’s assault during a hunting trip. Students discuss what Milkman’s actions demonstrate about his character development. Student learning is assessed via a Quick Write at the end of the lesson: Analyze how Milkman’s actions on pages 259–281 compare to his actions on pages 238–258. What does this comparison suggest about his development as a character?
For homework, students read and annotate pages 281–285 of Song of Solomon. Also, students develop 2–3 discussion questions focused on Morrison’s structural choices and character development, and prepare possible answers to questions for discussion. Additionally, students record any new questions that emerge during their reading, and write answers to any earlier questions that they have resolved. 
Standards 
	Assessed Standard(s)

	RL.11-12.3
	Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).

	Addressed Standard(s)

	W.11-12.9.a
	Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”).

	L.11-12.4.a
	Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
1. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.


Assessment
	Assessment(s)

	Student learning is assessed via a Quick Write at the end of the lesson. Students respond to the following prompt, citing textual evidence to support analysis and inferences drawn from the text.
Analyze how Milkman’s actions in pages 259–281 compare to his actions in pages 238–258. What does this comparison suggest about his development as a character?

	High Performance Response(s)

	A High Performance Response should:
Identify how Milkman’s actions in the two sections of text develop Milkman’s character (e.g., In pages 238–258, Milkman’s actions demonstrate that he is a self-absorbed outsider who cannot fit in a community, as evidenced by his insulting offers to Circe and Mr. Garnett to pay them for their help. In pages 259–281, Milkman changes as he loses his possessions: his “car [breaks] down”
(p. 261) and his “three-piece beige suit” falls apart (p. 262). As Milkman prepares for the hunt, he loses more possessions as the Shalimar men dress him in their “fatigues with a knit cap” (p. 271). The stripping of Milkman’s possessions foreshadows the stripping of his personality on the hunt, where Milkman’s character changes. He stops relying on his possessions when he realizes that “there [is] nothing here to help him—not his money, his car, his father’s reputation, his suit, or his shoes” (p. 277). He also admits wronging his loved ones, accepting that throughout his life he has given them the impression, “I am not responsible for your pain; share your happiness with me but not your unhappiness” (p. 277). Thus, Milkman changes from a self-absorbed, materialistic person to a man ready to take responsibility for his actions.). 


Vocabulary
	Vocabulary to provide directly (will not include extended instruction)

	hamlet (n.) – a small village
congenially (adv.) – in a way that is agreeable, suitable, or pleasing in nature or character
noncommittal (adj.) – not telling or showing what you think about something
sidled (v.) – moved close to someone in a quiet or secret way
maimed (v.) – deprived of the use of some part of the body by wounding or the like; crippled

	Vocabulary to teach (may include direct word work and/or questions)

	evading (v.) – avoiding doing or fulfilling something

	Additional vocabulary to support English Language Learners (to provide directly)

	[bookmark: _GoBack]morale (n.) – the feelings of enthusiasm and loyalty that a person or group has about a task or job
sparse (adj.) – present only in small amounts; less than necessary or normal
wires crossed (idiom) – failed to understand each other; confused because each person has a different idea about what is happening or being said
climax (n.) – the most interesting  and exciting part of something; the high point
dawdle (v.) – to move or act too slowly
struck a wrong note (idiom) – said or did what is especially inappropriate; this expression alludes to playing the incorrect note on an instrument
hostility (n.) – an unfriendly or hostile state, attitude, or action
fumbled (v.) – searched for something by reaching or touching with your fingers in an awkward or clumsy way
fatigues (n.) – the uniform that soldiers wear when they are doing physical work
revelry (n.) – a wild and noisy celebration
mutual (adj.) – shared between two or more people or groups
endurance (n.) – the ability to do something difficult for a long time
ferocity (n.) –a very fierce or violent quality


Lesson Agenda/Overview
	Student-Facing Agenda
	% of Lesson

	Standards & Text: 
Standards: RL.11-12.3, W.11-12.9.a, L.11-12.4.a
Text: Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison, pages 259–281
	


	

	Learning Sequence:
Introduction of Lesson Agenda
Homework Accountability
Reading and Discussion
Quick Write
Closing
	
1. 5%
1. 0%
1. 75%
1. 15%
1. 5%


Materials
Student copies of the Central Ideas and Motifs Tracking Tool (refer to 12 LC Lesson 3) (optional)—students may need additional blank copies
Student copies of the Short Response Rubric and Checklist (refer to 12 LC Lesson 1) (optional)
Learning Sequence
	How to Use the Learning Sequence

	Symbol
	Type of Text & Interpretation of the Symbol

	10%
	Percentage indicates the percentage of lesson time each activity should take.

	no symbol
	Plain text indicates teacher action.

	
	Bold text indicates questions for the teacher to ask students.

	
	Italicized text indicates a vocabulary word.

	
	Indicates student action(s).

	
	Indicates possible student response(s) to teacher questions.

	
	Indicates instructional notes for the teacher.


Activity 1: Introduction of Lesson Agenda	5%
Begin by reviewing the agenda and the assessed standard for this lesson: RL.11-12.3. In this lesson, students focus on pages 259–281, analyzing how Milkman’s actions in this passage compare to his actions on pages 238–258. Students discuss how Milkman’s character develops over the course of these two passages. 
Students look at the agenda. 
Activity 2: Homework Accountability	0%
Students will be held accountable for the questions and responses that they generated for homework during Activity 3: Reading and Discussion.
Activity 3: Reading and Discussion	75%
Instruct students to form small groups. Post or project each set of questions below for students to discuss. Instruct students to continue to annotate the text as they discuss (W.11-12.9.a).
Differentiation Consideration: Students may use their Central Ideas and Motifs Tracking Tools to record the development of central ideas and motifs that they identify and discuss.
Differentiation Consideration: Consider posting or projecting the following guiding question to support students throughout this lesson:
How does Milkman’s experience at Solomon’s General Store differ from his experience in the woods?
Instruct students to refer to pages 259–269 (from “The women’s hands were empty. No pocketbook, no change purse” to “he would have slaughtered everybody in sight”) for evidence to support their responses as they discuss the following questions in groups before sharing out with the class.
Provide students with the definitions of hamlet, congenially, and noncommittal.
Students may be familiar with some of these words. Consider asking students to volunteer definitions before providing them to the group.
· Students write the definitions of hamlet, congenially, and noncommittal on their copies of the text or in a vocabulary journal.
Differentiation Consideration: Consider providing students with the definitions of morale, sparse, wires crossed, climax, dawdle, struck a wrong note, and hostility. 
Students write the definitions of morale, sparse, wires crossed, climax, dawdle, struck a wrong note, and hostility on their copies of the text or in a vocabulary journal. 
How does Milkman’s understanding of himself change in the “South” (p. 260)?
In the “South,” Milkman begins to have his own identity apart from his family, which makes him free to be “his own director” (p. 260) and assume responsibility for himself. Milkman likes that “he earned the rewards he got here. None of the pleasantness was directed at him because of his father, as it was back home, or his grandfather’s memory, as it was in Danville” (p. 260), suggesting that he is becoming his own person, separate from his family. 
How does Milkman’s reaction to the playing children influence his interpretation of Guitar’s motives?
The playing children remind Milkman of the disappointment and loneliness of his childhood. His only real group interaction was when he was beaten up: he was never able “to join in anything, until Guitar pulled those four boys off him” (p. 264). The playing children remind Milkman of his bond with Guitar and how their relationship began with Guitar’s protection, which makes Milkman “ashamed of having been frightened or suspicious of Guitar’s message” (pp. 264–265). 
Differentiation Consideration: If students struggle, consider posing the following scaffolding question: 
How does Milkman react to the news that Guitar is looking for him?
At first Milkman is shocked by Guitar’s Seven Days message, but then he tries to rationalize it because he considers himself Guitar’s close friend, “a confidant, almost an accomplice” (p. 263). Milkman concludes that Guitar wants to find him because he “was in trouble” (p. 264). 
How does Milkman’s interaction with the men at the general store develop the central idea of community?
Milkman insults the men at the general store when he “ask[s] for a woman” (p. 265), which demonstrates his selfishness and disrespect for women and the community. The men express their “hostility” (p. 265) by refusing to help Milkman and then picking a fight with him. This incident shows that Milkman is selfish and does not understand community nor how to be a part of one. 
Lead a brief whole-class discussion of student responses. 

Instruct students to refer to pages 269–281 (from “You pretty good with a bottle. How you with a shotgun?” to “on the earth and on the place where he walked. And he did not limp”) for evidence to support their responses as they discuss the following questions in groups before sharing out with the class.
Provide students with the definitions of sidled and maimed.
Students may be familiar with some of these words. Consider asking students to volunteer definitions before providing them to the group.
· Students write the definitions of sidled and maimed on their copies of the text or in a vocabulary journal.
Differentiation Consideration: Consider providing students with the definitions of fumbled, fatigues, revelry, mutual, endurance, and ferocity.
Students write the definitions of fumbled, fatigues, revelry, mutual, endurance, and ferocity on their copies of the text or in a vocabulary journal. 
How does Milkman interpret the invitation to go hunting?
Milkman identifies the invitation as another “test” from the community (p. 269). Milkman knows he will be tested by “the older men” because “the young men” had “unsatisfactory results” in the knife fight (p. 269). Milkman knows there will be a different kind of challenge from the older men, where “they would test him, match and beat him, probably, on some other ground” (p. 269). 
What does Milkman’s question “Who were all these people roaming the world trying to kill him?” 
(p. 270) convey about his character development?
Milkman’s reflections demonstrate his arrogance and selfishness because he thinks there is something wrong with others for wanting to kill him, citing efforts of his father, Hagar, and even “bats [that] had driven him out of a cave” (p. 270). Milkman does not reflect on his own actions that might make others want to “damn near kill[]”him (p. 270). 
Differentiation Consideration: If students struggle, consider posing the following scaffolding question:
What did Milkman hope he would find in “Shalimar” (p. 270) and how does this hope relate to his journey? 
Milkman hopes that Shalimar “was going to be home. His original home” (p. 270). This admission supports the idea that Milkman’s journey has become more than just about seeking gold. 
How is the act of the men “outfit[ting] Milkman completely” symbolic (p. 271)?
The act of “outfit[ting] Milkman completely” symbolizes Milkman’s initiation into a new community. The older men of Shalimar strip Milkman of his “city boy” shoes and clothes, dressing him like a hunter, like one of them, in boots and “army fatigues” (p. 271). The “revelry mixed with meanness” (p. 271) gives way to kindness, and the men further outfit Milkman with a gun and beer, which indicates that they trust him. 
Differentiation Consideration: If students struggle, consider posing the following scaffolding question:
On page 271, how does Milkman’s recognition that “he had stopped … sliding through, over, and around difficulties” help clarify the meaning of the word evading? (L.11-12.4.a)
Milkman describes how he used to approach difficulties in an indirect way: “sliding through, over, and around,” so the word evading must mean “avoiding doing or fulfilling something.”
Explain the symbolism of Milkman “tak[ing] that change out [of his] pocket” (p. 272).  
Milkman taking change from his pocket is symbolic of Milkman being further stripped of his old, privileged self. He changes clothes and loses nearly all his other possessions: his car and watch are broken. Taking his money away is a sign of him becoming a new person, one who needs “King’s shotgun, a piece of rope, and a deep swig from the bottle they were passing around” (p. 272) to be a part of a new community. 
“Sitting in the middle of a woods” (p. 275), what does Milkman realize about his treatment of others? 
Student responses may include:
Milkman recognizes that his “ignorance [and] vanity” are what put him in a potentially deadly position in Shalimar, where he “hadn’t seen the signs jutting out everywhere around him” (p. 276). In other words, he was so self-absorbed that, as usual, he did not understand the people around him.
Milkman tries to defend himself with the familiar words, “[h]e didn’t deserve … ” but then he realizes that he uses those words so often they sound “[o]ld and tired and beaten to death” (p. 276), suggesting Milkman understands that he often makes excuses for his actions.
Milkman admits that “he’d thrown away [Hagar] like a wad of chewing gum after the flavor was gone” (pp. 276–277), and that because of his actions toward her, “she had a right to try to kill him” (p. 277). Milkman accepts that his own actions are the reasons people want to kill him. 
Milkman reflects on how he interacted with others: “Apparently he thought he deserved only to be loved—from a distance, though—and given what he wanted” (p. 277). With these thoughts, Milkman accepts that he has been selfish and cruel in his interactions with others. He finally realizes that his view, “I am not responsible for your pain; share your happiness with me but not your unhappiness” (p. 277), does not promote equality in a relationship. Milkman recognizes his inability to love unconditionally because he has been unwilling to share both the good and bad times with others.
What does Milkman realize about his possessions on pages 276–277? 
Student responses may include:
Milkman realizes that “maybe” what “upset” the men in Shalimar was the fact that “he had one [car] and wanted another” (p. 276). He acknowledges that “part of the reason he hadn’t” anticipated the men’s reaction “was the easy, good treatment he had received elsewhere” (p. 276). In other words, Milkman sees how his carelessness and privilege may offend others and how his privilege might blind him to reality.
In the woods, Milkman realizes that “[t]here was nothing [there] to help him” (p. 277). All his possessions are ruined or lost, and he understands that his possessions would not help him in the woods but only “hamper[] him” (p. 277). Milkman sees the limitations of his possessions and begins to value “abilit[ies]” that “he did not have,” like “endurance” and the sharp use of his “eyes, ears, nose, taste, touch” (p. 277). Thus, Milkman sees how his possessions have weighed him down in life and will not help him in the woods or as he joins a community like Shalimar. 
Refer to the paragraphs that begin “Down either side of his thighs he felt the sweet gum’s surface” (pp. 279–280) and “They hooted and laughed all the way back to the car” (pp. 280–281). How do these descriptions of nature contribute to Milkman’s character development? 
Student responses may include:
On pages 279–280, Milkman is alone in the woods and finally becomes aware of the earth and his surroundings. He listens as the earth tells him “that someone [is] standing behind him and he [has] just enough time to raise one hand to his neck and catch the wire that fasten[s] around his throat” (p. 279). Because Milkman is aware of his surroundings, he prevents Guitar from strangling him.
After Milkman shoots and Guitar gets away, Milkman finally feels in tune with his surroundings, “like his legs were stalks, tree trunks, a part of his body that extended … into the rock and soil, and were comfortable there” (p. 281). In nature, Milkman has been changed. Even his physical ailment of a shortened leg is healed, as “he did not limp” leaving the woods (p. 281). Milkman is stronger and he feels a sense of belonging in the natural world. 
Lead a brief whole-class discussion of student responses. 
Activity 4: Quick Write 	15%
Instruct students to respond briefly in writing to the following prompt:
Analyze how Milkman’s actions in pages 259–281 compare to his actions in pages 238–258. What does this comparison suggest about his development as a character?
Instruct students to look at their annotations to find evidence. Ask students to use this lesson’s vocabulary wherever possible in their written responses. 
· Students listen and read the Quick Write prompt.
Display the prompt for students to see, or provide the prompt in hard copy.
Transition to the independent Quick Write. 
· Students independently answer the prompt, using evidence from the text. 
See the High Performance Response at the beginning of this lesson.
Consider using the Short Response Rubric to assess students’ writing. Students may use the Short Response Rubric and Checklist to guide their written responses.
Activity 5: Closing	5%
Display and distribute the homework assignment. For homework, instruct students to read and annotate pages 281–285 of Song of Solomon (from “They met dawn in King Walker’s gas station” to “He said I’ll see you tonight”). Also, instruct students to develop 2–3 discussion questions focused on Morrison’s structural choices (RL.11-12.5) and character development (RL.11-12.3), and prepare possible answers to their questions for discussion.
This passage includes sexual content that is important in understanding the text. Consider modeling and establishing norms and expectations for a respectful and critical approach to mature content in an academic context.
Additionally, instruct students to record any new questions that emerge during their reading, and write answers to any earlier questions that they have resolved.
· Students follow along.
Homework
Read and annotate pages 281–285 of Song of Solomon (from “They met dawn in King Walker’s gas station” to “He said I’ll see you tonight”). Also, develop 2–3 discussion questions focused on Morrison’s structural choices and character development, and prepare possible to your questions for discussion. 
Additionally, record any new questions that emerge during your reading, and write answers to any earlier questions that you have resolved.
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