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Introduction
In this lesson, students read and analyze pages 219–245 of The Namesake (from “They marry within a year, at a DoubleTree hotel” to “If only his own life were so simple”), in which Gogol and Moushumi marry and travel to France. Students independently identify and annotate four instances in the excerpt that demonstrate the interaction of central ideas. Students then use their notes and annotations to guide small group discussions about how two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of the marriage of Moushumi and Gogol. Student learning is assessed via a Quick Write at the end of the lesson: How do two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage?
For homework, students read and annotate pages 246–267 of The Namesake. Also for homework, students respond briefly in writing to the following prompt: How does Dimitri’s nickname for Moushumi further develop a central idea in the text? 
Standards
	Assessed Standard(s)

	RL.11-12.2
	Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

	RL.11-12.3
	Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 

	Addressed Standard(s)

	W.11-12.9.a
	Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
1. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”).

	SL.11-12.1.a, c
	Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
1. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
1. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 


Assessment
	Assessment(s)

	Student learning is assessed via a Quick Write at the end of the lesson. Students respond to the following prompt, citing textual evidence to support analysis and inferences drawn from the text.
How do two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage?

	High Performance Response(s)

	A High Performance Response should:
Identify two central ideas (e.g., identity, nostalgia, home).
Analyze how two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage (e.g., The central ideas of home and identity interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage by showing that their marriage, originally founded on a shared Bengali-American upbringing, begins to unravel because both characters remain conflicted about their identities. During their wedding, Gogol feels “that together he and Moushumi are fulfilling a collective, deep-seated desire—because they’re both Bengali” (p. 224). Thus, Gogol and Moushumi’s wedding is rooted in their desire for a home built around the comfort of their shared Bengali-American identities. Moushumi and Gogol’s trip to France complicates their shared home rooted in their Bengali-American upbringing, because Gogol realizes that in Paris “Moushumi had reinvented herself, without misgivings, without guilt” (p. 233). The central idea of identity builds on the central idea of home when Gogol recognizes he “will never” be able to successfully reinvent his identity and create a new home, or “separate life” for himself the same way Moushumi did in Paris when she was younger (p. 233).).


 Vocabulary
	Vocabulary to provide directly (will not include extended instruction)

	fathom (v.) – to penetrate the truth of; comprehend; understand 
inauspicious (adj.) – ill-omened; unfavorable 
novel (adj.) – new and different from what has been known before 
languidly (adv.) – lacking in vigor or vitality; slackly or slowly 
bequeathing (v.) – handing down; passing on 
quotidian (adj.) – ordinary or very common 
incestuous (adj.) – excessively or improperly intimate or exclusive 
insular (adj.) – detached; standing alone; isolated 
petulant (adj.) – rude in speech or behavior 

	Vocabulary to teach (may include direct word work and/or questions)

	None.

	Additional vocabulary to support English Language Learners (to provide directly)

	chafing dishes (n.) – dishes that are used for cooking or warming food at the table 
unadorned (adj.) – not decorated or fancy 
jest (n.) – something said or done to cause laughter 


Lesson Agenda/Overview
	Student-Facing Agenda
	% of Lesson

	Standards & Text:
Standards: RL.11-12.2, RL.11-12.3, W.11-12.9.a, SL.11-12.1.a, c
Text: The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri, pages 219
–245
	


	Learning Sequence:
Introduction of Lesson Agenda
Homework Accountability
Independent Text Analysis
Small Group Discussion
Quick Write
Closing
	
1. 5%
1. 10%
1. 25%
1. 40%
1. 15%
1. 5%


Materials
Copies of the 12.4.2 Lesson 18 Evidence Collection Tool for each student (optional)
Student copies of the 12.4 Speaking and Listening Rubric and Checklist (refer to 12.4.1 Lesson 3) 
Student copies of the Short Response Rubric and Checklist (refer to 12.4.1 Lesson 1) (optional)
Learning Sequence
	How to Use the Learning Sequence

	Symbol
	Type of Text & Interpretation of the Symbol

	10%
	Percentage indicates the percentage of lesson time each activity should take.

	no symbol
	Plain text indicates teacher action.

	
	Bold text indicates questions for the teacher to ask students.

	
	Italicized text indicates a vocabulary word.

	
	Indicates student action(s).

	
	Indicates possible student response(s) to teacher questions.

	
	Indicates instructional notes for the teacher.


Activity 1: Introduction of Lesson Agenda	5%
Begin by reviewing the agenda and the assessed standards for this lesson: RL.11-12.2 and RL.11-12.3. In this lesson, students examine pages 219–245 of The Namesake and analyze how two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage. Students independently identify and annotate four instances in the excerpt that demonstrate the interaction of central ideas. Students then use their notes and annotations to guide small group discussions. 
Students look at the agenda.
Activity 2: Homework Accountability	10%
Instruct students to take out their responses to the previous lesson’s homework assignment. (Read pages 219–245 of The Namesake and annotate for the development of central ideas.) Instruct students to form pairs and share their annotations. 
Student annotations may include:
“He is aware that together he and Moushumi are fulfilling a collective deep-seated desire—because they’re both Bengali, everyone can let his hair down” (p. 224) – This evidence further develops the central idea of identity because the Bengali community feels comfortable in their shared Bengali cultural identity reflected in the bride and groom themselves. 
“Here Moushumi had reinvented herself, without misgivings, without guilt. He admires her, even resents her a little, for having moved to another country and made a separate life” (p. 233) – This evidence further develops the central ideas of identity and home because Gogol’s realization about Moushumi’s move to Paris demonstrates Gogol’s own struggles with identity and finding a home. Gogol is jealous that Moushumi was able to successfully reinvent her identity and create a new home for herself, where she is completely guilt-free, when Gogol struggles to do the same. 
“Once Astrid even called him Graham by mistake. No one had noticed except Gogol” (p. 239) – This evidence further develops the central idea of identity because Astrid mistakenly calls Gogol by the name of Moushumi’s ex–fiancé and it goes unnoticed, suggesting Gogol and his identity are almost irrelevant to Moushumi’s friends.  
Lead a brief whole-class discussion of student responses.
Activity 3: Independent Text Analysis	25%
Provide students with the definitions of fathom, inauspicious, novel, languidly, bequeathing, quotidian, incestuous, insular, and petulant.
Students may be familiar with some of these words. Consider asking students to volunteer definitions before providing them to the group.
Students write the definitions of fathom, inauspicious, novel, languidly, bequeathing, quotidian, incestuous, insular, and petulant on their copies of the text or in a vocabulary journal. 
Differentiation Consideration: Consider providing students with the definitions of chafing dishes, unadorned, and jest.
Students write the definitions of chafing dishes, unadorned, and jest on their copies of the text or in a vocabulary journal. 
Instruct students to independently review pages 219–245 of The Namesake (from “They marry within a year, at a DoubleTree hotel” to “If only his own life were so simple”), and identify and annotate four instances in the excerpt that demonstrate the interaction of central ideas (W.11-12.9.a). Explain to students that during the following activity they will use this evidence to guide a small group discussion. 
Students independently review pages 219–245 of The Namesake and identify and annotate four instances in the excerpt that demonstrate the interaction of central ideas. 
See the Model 12.4.2 Lesson 18 Evidence Collection Tool at the end of this lesson for sample student responses. 
Differentiation Consideration: Consider posting or projecting the following guiding question to support students throughout this lesson:
How does Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage continue to develop two central ideas?
Reading and discussion activities in this lesson differ from previous lessons to allow students greater independence in analyzing the text.
Differentiation Consideration: For additional support, consider providing students with copies of the 12.4.2 Lesson 18 Evidence Collection Tool. 
Differentiation Consideration: Consider facilitating a discussion about the text’s central ideas if students need more support. 
Activity 4: Small Group Discussion	40%
Instruct students to form groups of 3–4 to discuss their analysis from the previous activity. Encourage students to continue to return to the text to find new evidence to support their analysis. 
Students form small groups and discuss their analysis from the previous activity. 
See the Model 12.4.2 Lesson 18 Evidence Collection Tool at the end of this lesson for sample student responses. 
Instruct students to refer to the relevant portions of the 12.4 Speaking and Listening Rubric and Checklist to guide their discussions. 
Consider reminding students of their previous work with SL.11-12.1.a, as this discussion requires that students come to class having read the material and asks them to explicitly draw on evidence from the text to support their discussion.
Consider reminding students of their previous work with SL.11-12.1.c, as this discussion requires that students pose and respond to questions and qualify or justify their own points of agreement and disagreement with other students.
Activity 5: Quick Write	15%
Instruct students to respond briefly in writing to the following prompt:
How do two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage?
Instruct students to look at their annotations to find evidence. Ask students to use this lesson’s vocabulary wherever possible in their written responses.
· Students listen and read the Quick Write prompt.
Display the prompt for students to see, or provide the prompt in hard copy.
Transition to the independent Quick Write.
· Students independently answer the prompt using evidence from the text.
See the High Performance Response at the beginning of this lesson.
Consider using the Short Response Rubric to assess students’ writing. Students may use the Short Response Rubric and Checklist to guide their written responses.
Activity 6: Closing	5%
Display and distribute the homework assignment. For homework, instruct students to read and annotate pages 246–267 of The Namesake (from “On the morning of their first anniversary” to “searching for the gap in which it had stood”) (W.11-12.9.a).
Differentiation Consideration: Consider reminding students that they should annotate for character development, structural choices, and central ideas.
In addition, instruct students to respond briefly in writing to the following prompt:
How does Dimitri’s nickname for Moushumi further develop a central idea in the text?
· Students follow along.
Homework
Read and annotate pages 246–267 of The Namesake (from “On the morning of their first anniversary” to “searching for the gap in which it had stood”).
Also, respond briefly in writing to the following prompt:
How does Dimitri’s nickname for Moushumi further develop a central idea in the text?


12.4.2 Lesson 18 Evidence Collection Tool
	Name:
	
	Class:
	
	Date:
	



	Directions: Use this tool to collect evidence in preparation for the small group discussion and Quick Write. Review pages 219–245 of The Namesake and identify evidence of how two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage.



	Central ideas: 

	Evidence from Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage:
	How do two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Model 12.4.2 Lesson 18 Evidence Collection Tool
	Name:
	
	Class:
	
	Date:
	



	Directions: Use this tool to collect evidence in preparation for the small group discussion and Quick Write. Review pages 219–245 of The Namesake and identify evidence of how two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage.



	Central ideas: identity, home, and nostalgia

	Evidence from Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage:
	How do two central ideas interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s marriage?

	“It’s not the type of wedding either of them really wants ... Gogol and Moushumi agree that it’s better to give in to these expectations than to put up a fight. It’s what they deserve, they joke, for having listened to their mothers, and for getting together in the first place, and the fact that they are united in their resignation makes the consequences somewhat bearable.” (p. 219)
“Still, it feels a little strange to be so uninvolved in his own wedding, and he is reminded of the many other celebrations in his life, all the birthdays and graduation parties his parents had thrown when he was growing up, in his honor, attended by his parents’ friends, occasions from which he had always felt at a remove.” (p. 220)
“[Gogol] is aware that together he and Moushumi are fulfilling a collective, deep-seated desire—because they’re both Bengali, everyone can let his hair down a bit.” (p. 224)
“In retrospect [Gogol] decided [Moushumi] had been more shocked by the hat than his proposal … from the very beginning it was safely assumed by their families, and soon enough by themselves, that as long as they liked each other their courtship would not lag and they would surely wed.” (pp. 225–226)
“And though [Gogol] desires [Moushumi] as much as ever, he is relieved when they are through, lying naked side by side, knowing that nothing else is expected of them, that finally they can relax.” (p. 226)
	The central ideas of identity and home interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s wedding. Lahiri makes it clear that Moushumi and Gogol marry not just because they love each other, but because their marriage “fulfill[s] a collective, deep-seated desire—because they’re both Bengali” (p. 224). Moushumi and Gogol’s decision to have a traditional Bengali wedding demonstrates their desire to conform to a shared cultural identity because of their desire to create a home built around their shared upbringing. Gogol reflects on his proposal to Moushumi and how “it was safely assumed by their families, and soon enough by themselves, that as long as they liked each other” (p. 225), they would marry. Rather than resist Bengali traditions, they “agree that it’s better to give in to these expectations” (p. 219). Moushumi and Gogol’s wedding demonstrates the interaction of identity and home because they act more in line with their traditional Bengali identities, much like their parents, in creating their new home together. 

	“For some reason, in Moushumi’s company, [Gogol] feels more apologetic than excited. Though they journey together one day to Chartres, and another to Versailles, he has the feeling she’d rather be meeting friends for coffee, attending panels at the conference, eating at her favorite bistros, shopping at her favorite stores. From the beginning he feels useless. Moushumi makes all the decisions, does all the talking.” (p. 231)
“[Gogol] understands why [Moushumi] lived here for as long as she did, away from her family, away from anyone she knew … She both fits in perfectly yet remains slightly novel. Here Moushumi had reinvented herself, without misgivings, without guilt. He admires her, even resents her a little, for having moved to another country and made a separate life. He realizes that this is what their parents had done in America. What he, in all likelihood, will never do.” (p. 233)
“But [Moushumi] refuses to indulge [Gogol], moving her chair out of view with a scrape on the pavement; she doesn’t want to be mistaken for a tourist in this city, she says.” (p. 234)
	The central ideas of identity and longing for home interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s trip to Paris. From the beginning of their trip to Paris, Gogol he feels like an outsider, because no matter what they do “he has the feeling [Moushumi would] rather” be doing something else without him (p. 231). Gogol’s feelings develop the central idea of home because he is not at home in Paris the same way Moushumi is. While in Paris, Gogol realizes that Moushumi successfully “reinvented herself, without misgivings, without guilt,” something he knows he “will never do” (p. 233), which develops the central idea of identity. When Gogol tries to take a photo of Moushumi and she refuses, saying, “she doesn’t want to be mistaken for a tourist in this city” (p. 234), Moushumi reinforces the idea that she made Paris her home. Identity and home interact in their trip to Paris because Gogol thinks he “will never” be able to satisfy his longing for home the way Moushumi has in Paris and “their parents had done in America” (p. 233). Thus, Gogol realizes he has not found a place or home where he can “fit[] in perfectly” (p. 233) the way Moushumi has done in Paris. 

	“Donald and Astrid are a languidly confident couple, a model, Gogol guesses, for how Moushumi would like their own lives to be.” (pp. 235–236)
“And yet, as much as Moushumi enjoys seeing Astrid and Donald, Gogol has recently begun to notice that she is gloomy in the aftermath, as if seeing them serves only to remind her that their own lives will never match up.” (p. 238)
“Though Astrid and Donald have welcomed Gogol heartily into their lives, sometimes he has the feeling they still think [Moushumi is] still with Graham. Once Astrid even called him Graham by mistake. No one had noticed except Gogol.” (p. 239)
	The central ideas of identity and home interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s relationship with Astrid and Donald. Gogol believes Donald and Astrid are “a model … for how Moushumi would like their own lives to be” (p. 235–236). When Gogol notices that Moushumi is often “gloomy in the aftermath” of their time with Donald and Astrid, Gogol believes it is because “seeing [Donald and Astrid] serves only to remind [Moushumi] that their own lives will never match up” (p. 238). Moushumi’s friendship with Donald and Astrid stirs feelings of home and conflicts of identity in Moushumi, because she longs for a home and a life more like theirs. Later in the excerpt, Gogol recalls an instance when “Astrid even called him Graham by mistake” (p. 239), though he was the only one who noticed. This develops the central idea of identity by showing how Moushumi’s friends do not recognize Gogol as an important part of Moushumi’s life. The central ideas of identity and home interact because Moushumi longs for a home and life like Astrid and Donald’s, a home and identity closer to the one she led with Graham. But because she married Gogol, she has given up a life completely independent of her Bengali identity. 

	“‘What does Moushumi mean?’ Oliver asks on the other side of her.
‘A damp southwesterly breeze,’ she says, shaking her head, rolling her eyes …
Gogol turns to Moushumi. ‘Really?’ he says. He realizes that it’s something he’d never thought to ask about her, something he hadn’t known. 
‘You never told me that,’ he says.
She shakes her head, confused. ‘I haven’t?’
It bothers him, though he’s not quite sure why.” (p. 240)
“‘Nikhil changed his [name],’ Moushumi blurts out suddenly …
He stares at her, stunned. He has never told her not to tell anyone. He simply assumed she never would. His expression is lost on her; she smiles back at him, unaware of what she’s done. The dinner guests regard him, their mouths hanging open in confused smiles.” (p. 243)
“But now [Gogol’s name has] become a joke to her. Suddenly he regrets having ever told Moushumi; he wonders whether she’ll proclaim the story of his father’s accident to the table as well.” (p. 244)
	The central ideas of identity and nostalgia interact and build on one another in Lahiri’s description of Moushumi and Gogol’s relationship with their names. That the meaning of Moushumi’s name is “something [Gogol had] never thought to ask about her, something he hadn’t known” (p. 240), and that Moushumi casually betrays her intimacy with Gogol when she reveals that Gogol changed his name, shows that there are inherent parts of their identities hidden from and out of sync with each other. Gogol feels Moushumi has betrayed him because “[his name has] become a joke to her” (p. 244) even though Gogol shared with her the story of his father’s near-death experience and his guilt over changing his name to Nikhil. When Moushumi reveals the secret of his name change, she exposes Gogol’s private identity conflict to strangers. Nostalgia and identity interact when Moushumi reveals Gogol’s name change because Moushumi treats Gogol’s inner conflict around his traditional Bengali pet name like “it’s become a joke to her” (p. 244). Gogol’s name is a part of his nostalgia, a part of himself closely tied to his father and his upbringing, whereas Moushumi does not empathize with Gogol’s intense feelings about his name. 
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