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Introduction
In this last lesson of the unit, students complete the End-of-Unit Assessment by engaging in an evidence-based discussion. Students make a claim about who or what bears the most responsibility for the tragic conclusion of The Awakening. Students rely on their reading and analysis of The Awakening to support their claim, considering the complexity of the central ideas of the text as well as the development of characters. Students participate in an evidence-based discussion in which they pose and respond to questions that probe their peers’ reasoning and evidence as well as clarify, verify, or challenge their own ideas and conclusions. Students are assessed via their participation in the evidence-based discussion in response to the following prompt: Who or what bears the most responsibility for the tragic conclusion of The Awakening?
For homework, students prepare for the Module Performance Assessment by responding to a series of questions that prompt students to think about a research-based narrative writing piece based on one of the settings of the three module texts.
Standards 
	Assessed Standard(s)

	RL.11-12.2
	Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

	RL.11-12.3
	Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed).

	SL.11-12.1.a, c, d
	Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.
1. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.
1. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.

	Addressed Standard(s)

	W.11-12.9.a
	Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
1. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics”).


Assessment
	Assessment(s)

	In this End-of-Unit Assessment, student learning is assessed via their participation in an evidence-based discussion in response to the following prompt: 
Who or what bears the most responsibility for the tragic conclusion of The Awakening?
Students will be evaluated using the 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Text Analysis Rubric.

	High Performance Response(s)

	A High Performance Response should:
Identify a character or societal expectation that is primarily responsible for the story’s tragic conclusion. 
Provide textual evidence to support the chosen claim (see examples below):
A High Performance Response may include the following claims and evidence:
Edna herself is responsible for her own actions and the resulting tragedy. By the end of The Awakening, Edna understands herself as an individual with the ability to make her own decisions and “‘give [her]self where [she] choose[s]’” (p. 119). Edna did not have to go back to Grand Isle; she could have stayed in the pigeon house because she clearly states “‘I’m not going to be forced into doing things’” (p. 123). Edna ceases to be property and has power over her own future but she does not choose to use this power properly. For Edna “the present alone was significant,” and she does not have consideration of the future, which she considers “a mystery” (p. 51). Edna admits that she has emotional trials or “periods of despondency and suffering,” but she could have done more to dispel these feelings such as talking to Doctor Mandelet who understood her position and offered to “‘help [Edna]’” (p. 123). Therefore, it is Edna and Edna alone who is directly responsible for her own tragic end.
Robert is at fault for Edna’s tragic conclusion. Though Edna and Robert are in love and Robert becomes “enthralled” by and “long[s]” (p. 120) for Edna, he still cannot understand her position as an individual and not a piece of “personal property” (p. 4). Edna clearly states in the conclusion that she wanted no one “except Robert” (p. 127), and that she would choose to “‘give [her]self’” to him (p. 119), but he still chooses to leave her. In the end, Edna contemplates that their love was not enough to sustain them and Robert would have “melt[ed] out of existence” like all the other men in her life (p. 127). Robert “did not understand” (p. 128) who Edna was and merely wanted to “keep her” as his wife (p. 120). If Robert had not left and attempted to understand Edna beyond her “seductive voice,” she may not have felt so isolated and would not gone back to Grand Isle for her final swim (p. 120).
The societal expectation of “mother-women” deserves the blame for the tragic end of The Awakening (p. 10). Edna’s responsibility as a mother is not the most important part of her identity, and she also cannot reconcile the responsibility of her children with her true desires to be independent in her identity. In other words, “[Edna] would never sacrifice herself for her children” (p. 126). However, the concept of “mother-women” in this society is that of a mother who is far more attentive to the needs of her children and husband than her own (p. 10). Edna, in comparison, “sometimes forget[s]” her children (p. 21). When Edna leaves the children with her husband’s mother, their memory “no longer echoed in her soul” (p. 105). Additionally, Edna makes it clear she considers her role as a mother to be her greatest burden, as she thinks of her children as “antagonists” who try to “drag her into the soul’s slavery” (p. 127). Edna cannot be a mother to her children in the way society demands and also live the life she wants; therefore, the narrow and confining concept of “mother-women” is most responsible for the tragic conclusion (p. 10).
Societal expectations concerning marriage are the most responsible for the tragic conclusion of The Awakening because Edna is a victim of the marital expectations of her society. Her husband considers her to be his “personal property,” or a possession (p. 4). “Mrs. Pontellier was not a mother-woman,” as she does not fit the ideal mold of a wife in her society because she does not “worship[] [her] husband[]” (p. 10). Edna tries to “cast[] aside that fictitious self … with which to appear before the world,” and free herself of these expectations by acting on her own free will (p. 64). She even tells Robert, the man she loves, “‘I am no longer one of Mr. Pontellier’s possessions to dispose of or not. I give myself where I choose’” (p. 119). However, in the end, Robert does not accept her because of her disregard for societal expectations. Edna realizes Robert will “never understand” (p. 128). Edna cannot escape the “arbitrary conditions” society has placed on women (p. 123). The life and identity she desires are outside the acceptable societal roles of a wife and, therefore, cause her tragic downfall.


Vocabulary
	Vocabulary to provide directly (will not include extended instruction)

	None.*

	Vocabulary to teach (may include direct word work and/or questions)

	None.*

	Additional vocabulary to support English Language Learners (to provide directly)

	None.*


*Because this is not a close reading lesson, there is no specified vocabulary. However, in the process of returning to the text, students may uncover unfamiliar words. Teachers can guide students to make meaning of these words by following the protocols described in 1e of this document: http://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/9-12_ela_prefatory_material.pdf.
Lesson Agenda/Overview
	Student-Facing Agenda
	% of Lesson

	Standards & Text:
Standards: RL.11-12.2, RL.11-12.3, SL.11-12.1.a, c, d, W.11-12.9.a
Text: The Awakening by Kate Chopin
	


	Learning Sequence:
Introduction of Lesson Agenda
Homework Accountability
11.4.2 End-Of-Unit Assessment: Evidence-Based Discussion
Closing
	
1. 5%
1. 10%
1. 80%
1. 5%


Materials
Copies of the 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Assessment for each student
Student copies of the 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Text Analysis Rubric and Checklist (refer to 11.4.2 Lesson 21)
Learning Sequence
	How to Use the Learning Sequence

	Symbol
	Type of Text & Interpretation of the Symbol

	10%
	Percentage indicates the percentage of lesson time each activity should take.

	no symbol
	Plain text indicates teacher action.

	
	Bold text indicates questions for the teacher to ask students.

	
	Italicized text indicates a vocabulary word.

	
	Indicates student action(s).

	
	Indicates possible student response(s) to teacher questions.

	
	Indicates instructional notes for the teacher.


Activity 1: Introduction of Lesson Agenda	5%
Begin by reviewing the agenda and the assessed standards for this lesson: RL.11-12.2, RL.11-12.3, and SL.11-12.1.a, c d. In this lesson, students complete the End-of-Unit Assessment by participating in an evidence-based discussion in response to the End-of-Unit Assessment prompt.
· Students look at the agenda.
Activity 2: Homework Accountability	10%
Instruct students take out the previous lesson’s homework assignment. (Organize, expand, and revise your notes from The Awakening in preparation for the End-of-Unit Assessment. Remember to add to your 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Evidence Collection Tools as you expand your notes. Additionally, review the 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Text Analysis Rubric and Checklist.) Instruct students to talk in pairs about how they prepared for the End-of-Unit Assessment
Students discuss how they expanded their notes in preparation for the End-of-Unit Assessment.
Lead a brief whole-class discussion of student responses.
Activity 3: 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Assessment: Evidence-Based Discussion	80%
Instruct students to form small groups. Instruct student groups to present and discuss their claims and evidence in response to the End-of-Unit Assessment prompt:
Who or what bears the most responsibility for the tragic conclusion of The Awakening?
Remind students to ensure that each member of the group has the opportunity to present his or her claim. Remind students that they will be assessed on their participation in the discussion, including how effectively they pose and respond to questions that challenge, clarify, or verify their claims, and the extent to which they synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of the issue after the discussion. Remind students to use the 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Text Analysis Rubric and Checklist to guide their discussion.
If possible, group students with different claims together to ensure that each group has a range of possible claims.
Remind students to use the evidence they identified on their 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Evidence Collection Tools from the previous lesson to support their discussions.
Remind students to apply the skills of SL.11-12.1.a, c, d while engaging in the evidence-based discussion.
Students participate in small-group evidence-based discussions in response to the End-of-Unit Assessment prompt.
See the High Performance Response at the beginning of this lesson.
Consider reminding students that the appropriate use of strong evidence to support their claims demonstrates their application of W.11-12.9.a.
Circulate and assess student participation in the evidence-based discussion using the 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Text Analysis Rubric. 

Instruct students to self-assess their mastery of the speaking and listening norms and expectations and their text analysis using the 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Text Analysis Rubric and Checklist. Also, instruct students to provide a 1–2 sentence explanation of the self-assessment. 
Students self-assess their speaking and listening skills and text analysis using the 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Text Analysis Rubric and Checklist.
Collect students’ self-assessments. 
Differentiation Consideration: Consider instructing students to briefly synthesize their claims in writing at the end of this lesson as another form of assessment.
Activity 4: Closing	5%
Display and distribute the homework assignment. For homework, instruct students to respond briefly to following questions in writing to prepare for the Module Performance Assessment in the following lesson. 
Which of the three module texts (“On the Rainy River,” “The Red Convertible,” or The Awakening) was the most profound, interesting, or thought-provoking to you?
Which time period (the Vietnam War era or late-nineteenth-century America) is more intriguing to you and why?
Which place (Native American reservation, New Orleans, the Rainy River in Northern Minnesota) would be the most interesting to write about and why?
What questions are you left with after reading the texts?
What might be some areas of research to explore based on each text?
Students follow along.
Homework
Respond briefly to the following questions in writing, to prepare for the Module Performance Assessment in the following lesson: 
Which of the three module texts (“On the Rainy River,” “The Red Convertible,” or The Awakening) was the most profound, interesting, or thought-provoking to you?
Which time period (the Vietnam War era or late-nineteenth-century America) is more intriguing to you and why?
Which place (Native American reservation, New Orleans, the Rainy River in Northern Minnesota) would be the most interesting to write about and why?
What questions are you left with after reading the texts?
What might be some areas of research to explore based on each text? 
11.4.2 End-of-Unit Assessment
Evidence-Based Discussion
Your Task: Based on your analysis (RL.11-12.2, RL.11-12.3) and discussions (SL.11-12.1.a, c, d) throughout this unit, participate in an evidence-based discussion, posing and responding to questions that clarify and challenge your response to the following prompt: 
Who or what bears the most responsibility for the tragic conclusion of The Awakening?  
The discussion will be assessed using the 11.4.2 End-of-Unit Text Analysis Rubric and Checklist. 
Discussion Guidelines 
Be sure to: 
Come to the discussion prepared.
Participate thoughtfully and respectfully in the evidence-based discussion. 
Clearly establish your claim in response to the End-of-Unit Assessment prompt.
Explicitly draw on your preparation by referring to evidence from the text.
Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that both clarify and challenge your claim and those of your peers.
Consider how divergent claims can challenge or clarify your own ideas and conclusions.
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives presented during discussion.
	CCSS:  RL.11-12.2, RL.11-12.3, SL.11-12.1.a, c, d
Commentary on the Task: 
This task measures RL.11-12.2 and RL.11-12.3 because it demands that students: 
Have determined two or more themes or central ideas of a text and are able to analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account.
Have analyzed the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama. 
This task measures SL.11-12.1.a, c, d because it demands that students:
Come to the discussion prepared, having read and analyzed the text. 
Clearly and persuasively communicate their claim and analysis.
Propel the discussion by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence.
Clarify, verify, or challenge their ideas and conclusions through discussion.
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives.
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