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Building effective focus questions:
The goal of text-focused questions is to develop a thorough understanding of the text through careful examination. A well-developed text-focused question should do the following:
Identify a crucial component of the text that is valuable for comprehension.
Yield an answer that is more in depth than yes or no.
Require textual evidence to answer.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Example:
What does Malcolm X identify as the cause of his mother’s mental breakdown?
The long harassment of his family by the “state welfare people” (p. 15) whose visits “began to plant the seeds of division” (p. 17) in the minds of his family.

Using standards to frame questions:
Throughout the course of this module you will be asked to frame the text-focused questions through the lens of different standards. Keep the language of the individual standards in mind as you craft these questions.
For example, if an assignment asks you to develop 2–3 questions focused on RI.11-12.5, the resulting questions should examine the structure of the text and whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.
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