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End of Unit 2 Assessment:
Evidence-Based Paragraph Writing
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	Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS)

	I can explain what a text says using specific details from the text. (RI.4.1)

I can determine the main idea using specific details from the text. (RI.4.2)

I can choose evidence from fourth-grade informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (RI.4.1 and W.4.9)

I can use the writing process to produce clear and coherent writing (with support). (W.4.5)

	Supporting Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can write an informative/explanatory paragraph. (W.4.2)


	· End of Unit 2 Assessment: Graphic organizer and paragraph writing


	Agenda
	Teaching Notes

	1. Opening
A. Learning Targets (5 minutes)
B. Preview of Assessment Task (5 minutes)
2. Work Time

C. End of Unit 2 Assessment (40 minutes)
3. Closing and Assessment

D. Class Discussion (10 minutes)
4. Homework

	· Allow students to use any notes or charts they have from Unit 2 during this assessment.


	Lesson Vocabulary
	Materials

	analyze, analysis, traditional
	· All student notes from Unit 2 
· End of Unit 2 Assessment



	Opening
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Learning Targets (5 minutes)
· Let students know that today they will use what they have learned about the Iroquois and writing explanatory paragraphs to complete an assessment on explanatory writing. 
· Ask students to read the learning target out loud and make sure they understand that they will  utilizing the same skills they learned when writing their paragraph about lacrosse, but this time, they will write to explain a different topic.
	· Consider providing nonlinguistic symbols (e.g., two people talking for discuss, a pen for record, a magnifying glass for details, a lightbulb for main idea) to assist ELLs in making connections with vocabulary. These symbols can be used throughout the year. Specifically, they can be used in directions and learning targets.

	B. Preview of Assessment Task (5 minutes)
· Show students the assessment task and ask them to read it over. Ask questions to ensure that students understand what is expected—for example, “What is the first step you will take?” and “What resources do you have available that you should use to do a great job with this assessment?” (Some examples they might cite would be their books or the anchor charts.) 

· Make sure students understand that they are expected to complete this assessment without checking in with their neighbors.
	


	Work Time
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. End of Unit 2 Assessment (40 minutes)
· Distribute the End of Unit 2 Assessment: How have the lives of the Iroquois changed and stayed the same over time?  Address any clarifying questions.  Then invite students to begin. 

· As students are working observe them to ensure that they are actively using their books with their evidence flags and their previous notes to select supporting evidence for their paragraphs.

· When time is up, ask students to share: “What was challenging about this task? What about paragraph writing was easiest for you?”

· Collect students’ End of Unit 2 Assessments.
	· Some students might benefit from condensed or clarified versions of the class anchor charts.


	Closing and Assessment
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	A. Class Discussion (10 minutes)
· After collecting students’ work, post the guiding question for this unit on your board or interactive white board. Ask students to Think-Pair-Share with a neighbor about the question “What have we learned about the lives of the Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) so far in Unit 1 and 2? Go around the room, asking each pair to contribute ideas. Make sure you remind them that in addition to the Iroquois book, they also read various texts about the Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) in Unit 1 and 2, such as the “Thanksgiving Address,” the “Two Row Wampum,” the Onondaga Nation excerpt about the Great Peacemaker, and others. Before they move into Unit 3, it is good for them to review some big ideas about the unit so far, including that the Haudenosaunee have contributed to our culture in the past, but also continue to be a part of our society today. 

	· Plan the go-around to ensure that students requiring additional support are chosen neither first nor last to contribute their thinking. This will allow them extra think time and the scaffolding of hearing others’ ideas, and will make it more likely that their specific idea has not been completely discussed.


	Homework
	Meeting Students’ Needs

	· Students should continue to read their independent-reading assignment. 
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	Name:

	Date:


End of Unit 2 Assessment: How have the lives of the Iroquois changed and stayed the same over time?
In the text The Iroquois: The Six Nations Confederacy, we learned about how the Iroquois have changed over time, but also stayed the same.  In your response, use evidence from The Iroquois to provide specific examples of how the lives of the Iroquois have changed and stayed the same over time. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Name:

	Date:


Four-Square Graphic Organizer (For Writing) 
	First supporting detail:


	Second supporting detail:


	Third supporting detail:


	Conclusion Statement:


(For more information about the Four-Square approach, see: Four-Square Writing Method: A Unique Approach to Teaching Basic Writing Skills, by E. J. Gould and J. S. Gould [Teaching and Learning Company, 1999].)
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