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GRADE 7: MODULE 4B: PERFORMANCE TASK 
Visual Representation of Position Paper 

 

Summary of Task 

• This performance task gives students a chance to demonstrate the ideas and evidence of their sustainable water management position papers in a multimedia format. 
Students will be crafting and sharing a visual representation of their position papers, including their claim, reasons, and evidence based on their research and the 
decision-making process in Unit 2. This task addresses NYSP12 ELA CCLS RI.7.1, W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.5, and L.7.6. 

Format 

A visual representation of the position paper on large paper or poster board. 
Students will include their claim, reasons, and evidence from their position paper. 
Students will plan their visual representation using a template.  
Final visual presentations will be shared in a Gallery Walk.  

 
 
 

Standards Assessed through This Task 

• R1.7.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

• W.7.1. Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 

• W.7.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

• W.7.5. With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 

• L.7.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word 
or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
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Student-Friendly Writing Invitation/Task Description 

• Your task is to create a visual representation of your argument from your position paper. To do so, you will use your claim and at least three of your key reasons and 
pieces of evidence. You will then select images that represent your key pieces of evidence and organize them on a page or poster, using either paper and markers or a 
computer. You will share your performance task with the rest of the class in a classroom Gallery Walk.  

Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the task, 
plan their visual representation, and share their final product.  
 

Your visual representation of the position paper will include: 
• Your claim that you made in your position paper. 

• The reasons you used to support your claim. 

• Evidence from your position paper that supports your reasons and claim.  

• Your visual representation will also include images to support your argument.  

• You must organize your visual representation so that it is easy to read and easy to follow your argument.  

• You must use domain-specific vocabulary. 

 

Created by Expeditionary Learning, on behalf of Public Consulting Group, Inc. 
© Public Consulting Group, Inc., with a perpetual license granted to Expeditionary Learning 
Outward Bound, Inc. NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  • G7:M4B: Performance Task  •  June 2014  •  2 
 



 

 

GRADE 7: MODULE 4B: PERFORMANCE TASK 
Visual Representation of Position Paper 

 

 
Options for Students 

• Students will create their posters individually. They will primarily base their visual representation on their position paper; however, they may also be looking back at 
their researcher’s notebooks, Cascading Consequences charts, Stakeholder charts, and their Sustainable Water Management Position Paper Planners. 

• Students might have a partner to assist as they work on their visual representations, but the final version will be an individual’s product. 

• Student visual representations might be laid out differently. 

• Students may draw their images rather than use existing images.  

• Students could participate in a hosted Gallery Walk, where they move around the room in a group and, when they come to their own visual representation, they 
explain it to other students in their group.  

Options for Teachers 

• Students may share their visual representations with their own class, with other classes in the school, with parents or other adults, or in a community center or public 
library.  

• Students may create a digital visual representation. These could be posted on an internal school Web site or, with parental permission, posted on a publicly accessible 
Web site.  

 
 

Resources and Links 

• http://search.creativecommons.org/ (a site to search for images with licenses to reuse) 

Central Text and Informational Texts 

• Barbara Kingsolver, “Water Is Life,” in National Geographic (April 2010), http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/04/water-is-life/kingsolver-text.  

• Charles Fishman, The Big Thirst: The Secret Life and Turbulent Future of Water (New York: Free Press, 2012), ISBN: 978-1-4391-0208-4. 

• Various research sources.  

Note: Additional informational texts listed in each separate Unit Overview document.  
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